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Executive Summary 
Low-income families and school districts rely on state funds to help feed school-age children. In 
fiscal year 2017, the Legislature provided $7.11 million to help students who qualify for free 
and reduced-price meals. State funding is required as a match to secure approximately $300 
million in federal funds.  
 
The $7.11 million reduces the amount that eligible public school students co-pay for breakfast 
and lunch. It supports summer food service programs in low-income areas. It reimburses 
school districts for breakfasts they serve to eligible students. And it helps school districts start 
and expand school breakfast programs.   
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Background 
The Washington state Legislature provides funding to Child Nutrition Services at the Office of 
Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) to help feed low-income students in the following 
ways:  
  

Elimination of reduced-price copays: The United States Department of Agriculture 
requires a standard co-pay for reduced-price meals — 30 cents for breakfast, 40 cents 
for lunch. Normally, school districts would collect this fee from households that 
participate in the child nutrition programs.  

 
However, in Washington, the state pays the reduced-price co-pay for breakfasts served 
to all eligible students. State funds also pay the lunch co-pay for students in 
kindergarten through 3rd grade.  
 
Summer food service program: Each summer, our state offers a $100,000 incentive to 
sponsors that participated in this child nutrition program the previous summer. The 
amount is prorated based on how much they received as reimbursement compared to 
the total reimbursement paid to all sponsors.  

 
Meals for kids grants: Sponsors may apply for grants to buy equipment and supplies 
that help them start or expand a breakfast or summer food program, and for community 
outreach.  

Breakfast assistance: The state provides additional funding for the number of free and 
reduced price breakfast served to help support the cost of breakfast in public schools. 

 

Update Status 
For fiscal year 2017, the state Legislature provided $7.11 million to the Office of 
Superintendent of Public Instruction for child nutrition programs:  

 
2017 State Funds Spent by Category 
Elimination of reduced-price copays $2,100,195.80 
Summer food service programs $146,245.94 
Breakfast meals for kids grants $193,319.20 
Breakfast assistance $4,552,447.41

 Total $6,992,208.35 
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Conclusion and Next Steps 
Child nutrition program sponsors continue to use state funds to help as many families as they 
can. USDA requires OSPI to annually provide and distribute approximately $3,000,000 in state 
funds to participating public schools in order to fully use federal funds related to the child 
nutrition programs. OSPI uses these state funds to secure approximately $300 million in 
funding from the federal government. These funds are essential in helping public schools 
provide healthy and nutritious meals each school day to the children in our state. 
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OSPI provides equal access to all programs and services without discrimination based on sex, 
race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, 
sexual orientation including gender expression or identity, the presence of any sensory, mental, 
or physical disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a 
disability. Questions and complaints of alleged discrimination should be directed to the Equity 
and Civil Rights Director at 360-725-6162 or P.O. Box 47200 Olympia, WA 98504-7200. 

Download this material in PDF at http://k12.wa.us/LegisGov/Reports.aspx. This material is 
available in alternative format upon request. Contact the Resource Center at 888-595-3276,  
TTY 360-664-3631. Please refer to this document number for quicker service: 18-0002. 
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