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Quantitative measure:
• Word difficulty (frequency, length)
• Sentence length and syntax

Qualitative measures:
• Levels of meaning (literary) or purpose (informational)
• Structure
• Language conventionality and clarity
• Knowledge demands

Reader and Task Considerations:
• Cognitive capabilities
• Motivation
• Knowledge
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Reader and Task

4. Recommend placement in the 
appropriate text complexity band.

3. Reflect upon the reader and task 

considerations.

2. Analyze the qualitative measures of 
the text.

1. Determine the quantitative 
measures of the text.





http://www.lexile.com/analyzer/
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The questions included here are 
largely open-ended questions 
without single, correct answers, 
but help educators to think 
through the implications of 
using a particular text in the 
classroom.

Considerations such as:
• Motivation

• Knowledge and experience

• Purpose for reading

• Complexity of task assigned 
regarding text

• Complexity of questions 
asked regarding text
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The Placemat 
for determining text 

complexity
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