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Grades 6 – 8 Social Studies + Educational Technology Assessment
 
Anchor Set Introduction
 

Introduction 

This Anchor Set provides educators with student exemplars for the grades 6 – 8 Social Studies + Educational Technology 
assessments. We selected each sample to model the range of scoring for this assessment. There are two components 
that make up the scoring guide for educational technology— Attributes of Educational Technology Standards 
(checklist) and the Scoring Rubric for Educational Technology. 

Attributes of Educational Technology Standards. Teachers will use the attributes checklist first to determine the 
number of attribute points the student work can earn. The checklist presents a list of characteristics that should be 
present in student work which meets the standard. The GLEs targeted by the assessment are listed in the left column. 
Each attribute name, such as Select Search Engines, is derived directly from the standards (Select the appropriate search 
engines or directories). Each attribute has one or more descriptions which detail what an at-standard performance looks 
like (Identifies online search tool(s) used for the research process). 

This is different from a typical rubric, which describes various levels of performance. With the checklist, the teacher has 
only to decide whether or not the work is at standard. If the teacher determines that the work is at standard, then it 
earns the number of points indicated in the right-hand column. The teacher totals the points. 

Scoring Rubric for Educational Technology. In the final step, the teacher uses the total number of points earned in the 
attributes checklist to determine the overall level of performance for the assessment. Student work earning no more 
than six attribute points would represent a below standard (Level 1) performance. Seven to ten points meets the 
standard (Level 2), while student work that earns eleven to thirteen exceeds the standard (Level 3). 

Discussion 
We understand that that this type of scoring may be new for many teachers; however, there are several compelling 
reasons why the assessment development group selected this tool over a traditional rubric.  

First, many of the educational technology standards represent skills. As such, a student can demonstrate the skill or they 
cannot—there is no “better or worse than.” It did not make sense to scale the point scoring for the attributes, and the 
assessment development group decided not to quantify performance in terms of the number of times a student could 
demonstrate the skill. This is also why there are three performance levels instead of four.  

A checklist format that describes the attributes is an efficient tool for teachers. There is only one decision involved for 
each attribute—is the work at standard?—instead of several decisions about quality. The tool also allows for cleaner 
scoring as the teacher need only consider one attribute at a time. This is unlike many rubrics, which have multiple 
attributes within a single cell. A student’s work might reach various targets within a column or row, so the teacher must 
synthesize the score. With the attributes checklist and scoring rubric tool we provide for the educational technology 
standards, teachers will be able score consistently across student work.  
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Grades 6 – 8 Social Studies + Educational Technology Assessment
 
Scoring Guide
 

Directions: Each of the attribute names below represents part of an educational technology standard. These are followed by 
descriptions of student performance which meet the standard. If the student work provides evidence of meeting the standard, it earns 
the points shown in the final column. Total the points and then compare to the Scoring Rubric to determine the overall level of 
performance. 

We use the term digital to refer to tools and information that do not exist in a physical form. Computer software, Web sites, online 
databases, pod/vodcasts, and pages from an eReader are just a few examples. 

Attributes of Educational Technology Standards 
GLE Attribute Name Description Points 

1.3.1 

Significant 
Questions 

Develops or states a focused research question or thesis in the 
research plan or final product. 1 

Plan Strategies 

Generates a research plan. 
For example, a timeline, steps for the research process, a 
brainstorm about the topic, keyword list, or a description of how 
to document sources. 

1 

1.3.2 

Select Search 
Engines 

Identifies online search tool(s) used for the research process. 1 

Locate 
Information 

Generates effective keywords as a strategy to focus searches. 1 

Organize 
Resources 

Collects and organizes information from searches. 1 

1.3.3 

Credible Sources Writes a statement that evaluates the credibility, validity, and 
potential bias of at least one digital source. 1 

Ethical Use Puts results of research into own words within the final product. 1 

Combine 
Information 

Combines information collected from sources to create a 
complete digital presentation or product. 
For example a video, audio recording, animation, web page, or 
document. 
Scoring Note: Student work cannot earn this point if the 
Organize Resources point was not awarded. 

1 

All content-related digital elements (for example, text, audio, 
graphics) in the final presentation or product relate directly to the 
student task. 

1 

Uses two or more elements (for example text, audio, graphics) in 
the final presentation or product. 1 

Use the features of the software to help structure the information 
and guide the audience through the content. 
For example font choice for emphasis, heading styles, color, 
transitions, and titling. 

1 

Relevant Sources Selects at least one digital source that is related directly to the 
student task. 1 

Bibliography 
Tools 

Uses a digital tool to construct a bibliography. 1 

TOTAL 13 
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Grades 6 – 8 Social Studies + Educational Technology Assessment
 
Scoring Guide
 

Scoring Rubric for Educational Technology 
Performance Description Points 
A Level 3 response exceeds the standards and reflects that a student can demonstrate 
knowledge and ability beyond the requirements for Educational Technology GLEs 1.3.1, 
1.3.2, and 1.3.3. 

11 - 13 

A Level 2 response meets the standards and reflects that a student understands and is 
able to perform GLE 1.3.1 Identify and define authentic problems and significant 
questions for investigation and plan strategies to guide inquiry, GLE 1.3.2 Locate and 
organize information from a variety of sources and media , and GLE 1.3.3 Analyze, 
synthesize, and ethically use information to develop a solution, make informed decisions, 
and report results BY using technology to create a paper or presentation. 

7 - 10

A Level 1 response reflects that a student is still working toward meeting GLEs 1.3.1, 
1.3.2, and 1.3.3. 0 - 6

The Social Studies Rubric for these assessments can be found here: 
http://www.k12.wa.us/SocialStudies/Assessments/default.aspx#middle 
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A1Causes of Conflict Scoring Guide 
Grades 6 – 8 Social Studies – Educational Technology CBA 

Directions: Each of the attribute names below represents part of an educational technology standard. These are 
followed by descriptions of student performance which meet the standard. If the student work provides evidence of 
meeting the standard, it earns the points shown in the final column. Total the points and then compare to the Scoring 
Rubric to determine the overall level of performance. 

We use the term digital to refer to tools and information that do not exist in a physical form. Computer software, 
Web sites, online databases, pod/vodcasts, and pages from an eReader are just a few examples. 

Attributes of Educational Technology Standards 
GLE Attribute Name Description Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

1.3.1 

Significant 
Questions 

Develops or states a focused research question or thesis in 
the research plan or final product. 1 0 

Plan Strategies 

Generates a research plan. 
For example, a timeline, steps for the research process, a 
brainstorm about the topic, keyword list, or a description of 
how to document sources. 

1 0 

1.3.2 

Select Search 
Engines 

Identifies online search tool(s) used for the research 
process. 1 0 

Locate Information Generates effective keywords as a strategy to focus 
searches. 1 0 

Organize 
Resources 

Collects and organizes information from searches. 1 0 

1.3.3 

Credible Sources Writes a statement that evaluates the credibility, validity, 
and potential bias of at least one digital source. 1 0 

Ethical Use Puts results of research into own words within the final 
product. 1 1 

Combine 
Information 

Combines information collected from sources to create a 
complete digital presentation or product. 
For example a video, audio recording, animation, web 
page, or document. 
Scoring Note: Student work cannot earn this point if the 
Organize Resources point was not awarded. 

1 0 

All content-related digital elements (for example, text, 
audio, graphics) in the final presentation or product relate 
directly to the student task. 

1 0 

Uses two or more elements (for example text, audio, 
graphics) in the final presentation or product. 1 0 

Uses the features of the software to help structure the 
information and guide the audience through the content. 
For example font choice for emphasis, heading styles, 
color, transitions, and titling. 

1 0 

Relevant Sources Selects at least one digital source related directly to the 
student task. 1 1 

Bibliography Tools Uses a digital tool to construct a bibliography. 1 1 
TOTAL 13 3 
A Level 1 response (0 – 6 points) reflects that a student is still working toward meeting GLEs 1.3.1, 
1.3.2, 1.3.3. L1 
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Causes of Conflict Scoring Guide
 
Grades 6 – 8 Social Studies – Educational Technology CBA
 A1 

Discussion 
This student work shows a beginning level of understanding with the use of digital resources and tools to 
communicate content knowledge. The work represents a Level One attempt to meet the educational 
technology standards.  

There is no research question, plan, or evidence of a research process included with the sample, so the 
work cannot earn points for GLE 1.3.1 or 1.3.2.  

For GLE 1.3.3, the final product is in the student’s own words and earns a point for “Ethical Use”; 
however, the lack of a digital product means that no points are awarded for the “Combine Information” 
attributes. There is evidence of “at least one digital source related directly to the student task” in the 
bibliography the student provides. This earns the second attribute point. And, the student used a digital 
tool—in this case word processing software—to construct the bibliography, earning the third and final 
attribute point. 

This student could benefit from instruction or scaffolding of the research process, for example, a calendar 
to track due dates or a clearly focused research question to guide note-taking. If the student is unable to 
develop a digital paper due to lack of computer access, the teacher should consider additional forms of 
digital products, for example, a vodcast recorded via phone or mobile device. 
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A2Enduring Cultures Scoring Guide 
Grades 6 – 8 Social Studies – Educational Technology CBA 

Directions: Each of the attribute names below represents part of an educational technology standard. These are 
followed by descriptions of student performance which meet the standard. If the student work provides evidence of 
meeting the standard, it earns the points shown in the final column. Total the points and then compare to the Scoring 
Rubric to determine the overall level of performance. 

We use the term digital to refer to tools and information that do not exist in a physical form. Computer software, 
Web sites, online databases, pod/vodcasts, and pages from an eReader are just a few examples. 

Attributes of Educational Technology Standards 
GLE Attribute Name Description Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

1.3.1 

Significant 
Questions 

Develops or states a focused research question or thesis in 
the research plan or final product. 1 0 

Plan Strategies 

Generates a research plan. 
For example, a timeline, steps for the research process, a 
brainstorm about the topic, keyword list, or a description of 
how to document sources. 

1 1 

1.3.2 

Select Search 
Engines 

Identifies online search tool(s) used for the research 
process. 1 1 

Locate Information Generates effective keywords as a strategy to focus 
searches. 1 0 

Organize 
Resources 

Collects and organizes information from searches. 1 1 

1.3.3 

Credible Sources Writes a statement that evaluates the credibility, validity, 
and potential bias of at least one digital source. 1 0 

Ethical Use Puts results of research into own words within the final 
product. 1 1 

Combine 
Information 

Combines information collected from sources to create a 
complete digital presentation or product. 
For example a video, audio recording, animation, web 
page, or document. 
Scoring Note: Student work cannot earn this point if the 
Organize Resources point was not awarded. 

1 0 

All content-related digital elements (for example, text, 
audio, graphics) in the final presentation or product relate 
directly to the student task. 

1 1 

Uses two or more elements (for example text, audio, 
graphics) in the final presentation or product. 1 0 

Uses the features of the software to help structure the 
information and guide the audience through the content. 
For example font choice for emphasis, heading styles, 
color, transitions, and titling. 

1 1 

Relevant Sources Selects at least one digital source related directly to the 
student task. 1 0 

Bibliography Tools Uses a digital tool to construct a bibliography. 1 0 
TOTAL 13 6 
A Level 1 response (0 – 6 points) reflects that a student is still working toward meeting GLEs 1.3.1, 
1.3.2, 1.3.3. L1 
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Enduring Cultures Scoring Guide
 
Grades 6 – 8 Social Studies – Educational Technology CBA
 A2 

Discussion 
This sample earns six attribute points and is at the upper range for Level One work. It almost meets the 
standards for educational technology. 

The student provides evidence of a research plan in the form of a calendar on the first page of the sample 
and earns the attribute point. Although the student identifies the second slide in their final product as a 
thesis statement, it is not focused and does not earn the attribute point for “Significant Questions.” 
The student identifies specific search tools (Bing, eLibrary, ExpertSpace: Grolier Online), but the 
keywords s/he selects (compare, contrast, cultures, challenges, source, alike, similarities, differences) are 
not an effective way to search for information about the topics of ancient China and ancient Greece. The 
student “collects and organizes information from searches” in the form of an outline and graphic 
organizer. Therefore, for GLEs 1.3.1 and 1.3.2, the work earns three attribute points. 

Although the student uses a checklist and other prompts to examine sources, s/he is unable to summarize 
this into a “statement that evaluates the credibility, validity, and potential bias” of the sources. For 
example, “It would be reliable because it is not wikapedia [sic] or answers.com so that is why it would be 
a reliable website to go to.” and “reliable because talks about the Chinese rulers and government” do not 
tell us that the student understands why a site can be considered unreliable or that credibility involves 
more than just useful information. 

The student uses his/her own words (Ethical Use) in the final product; however the product is not 
complete, as evidenced by the five blank slides in the middle of the presentation. The presentation text is 
related to the student task, but as there is only text, the work does not earn an additional point for using 
“two or more elements.” The presence of titles and bullets helps “structure the information and guide the 
audience through the content,” earning the final attribute point for this sample. 

In order to meet the standards, this student would benefit from instructional support that targets how to 
construct a bibliography using a digital tool, add multimedia elements to the presentation, and build 
understanding about credible sources. 
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A2
 



 

2 

A2
 

China and Egypt are to very complex cultures they are similar and different in many 
ways one similarity is that they had floods one difference is that there writing system 
is different. 



 

3 

A2
 

Egypt is a very strong army as you can see they have a lot of differences to protect 
them selves from harm and from danger. 
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A2
 

As you can see Egypt and china have a lot of differences. I am going to tell you how 
they fixed there problems there language was a pretty hard one to fix. There 
government they made different looking buildings. Same thing with the buildings. 
Environment not really anything.  
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A2
 

As you can see china and Egypt had a lot of similarities I am going to tell you how 
they fixed the problems. For the great floods china and Egypt built dams or canals to 
keep the water from  going into the country or state. To keep the gods happy they 
had to make sacrifices and burnt offerings. To keep from getting punished china and 
Egypt  had to follow the rules of the leader or of the pharaoh that is in charge. And 
for natural defenses they had to build building and huge walls to keep them and there 
country safe. Now for the last ones to keep the great wars from hurting them they 
also had to build buildings and great walls to keep them safe. 
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A2
 

As you can see china has a lot of strong buildings that will keep them the Chinese safe 
from great wars. The Chinese people are mostly all ways ready for when wars come. 
When wars come they are prepared.  
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A2
 

As you can see Egypt and china made a lot of things to keep them safe from the great 
wars so they could keep there country or there state safe and so they could be with 
there family also after war. Even though the Chinese people are strong it doesn't 
mean that they will survive all the time. 
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A2
 

That is why they one a lot of wars or at least most of they wars. But that is probably 
not everything about how they one war with out even being prepared. 
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13 

A2
 

The china people knew when they should get ready for war and when they should 
start building things like there shields and there weapons. 
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A2
 

Now you know some information that the Chinese people had and the Egyptians had 
copied them because they did not know what to make to keep themselves safe from 
great wars. I bet that there is a lot more reasons that the Chinese and the Egyptians 
had but that is all I knew why they were the same in many ways. 
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Causes of Conflict Scoring Guide
 
Grades 6 – 8 Social Studies – Educational Technology CBA
 A3 

Directions: Each of the attribute names below represents part of an educational technology standard. These are 
followed by descriptions of student performance which meet the standard. If the student work provides evidence of 
meeting the standard, it earns the points shown in the final column. Total the points and then compare to the Scoring 
Rubric to determine the overall level of performance. 

We use the term digital to refer to tools and information that do not exist in a physical form. Computer software, 
Web sites, online databases, pod/vodcasts, and pages from an eReader are just a few examples. 

Attributes of Educational Technology Standards 
GLE Attribute Name Description Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

1.3.1 

Significant 
Questions 

Develops or states a focused research question or thesis in 
the research plan or final product. 1 0 

Plan Strategies 

Generates a research plan. 
For example, a timeline, steps for the research process, a 
brainstorm about the topic, keyword list, or a description of 
how to document sources. 

1 1 

1.3.2 

Select Search 
Engines 

Identifies online search tool(s) used for the research 
process. 1 0 

Locate Information Generates effective keywords as a strategy to focus 
searches. 1 0 

Organize 
Resources 

Collects and organizes information from searches. 1 1 

1.3.3 

Credible Sources Writes a statement that evaluates the credibility, validity, 
and potential bias of at least one digital source. 1 0 

Ethical Use Puts results of research into own words within the final 
product. 1 1 

Combine 
Information 

Combines information collected from sources to create a 
complete digital presentation or product. 
For example a video, audio recording, animation, web 
page, or document. 
Scoring Note: Student work cannot earn this point if the 
Organize Resources point was not awarded. 

1 1 

All content-related digital elements (for example, text, 
audio, graphics) in the final presentation or product relate 
directly to the student task. 

1 1 

Uses two or more elements (for example text, audio, 
graphics) in the final presentation or product. 1 0 

Uses the features of the software to help structure the 
information and guide the audience through the content. 
For example font choice for emphasis, heading styles, 
color, transitions, and titling. 

1 0 

Relevant Sources Selects at least one digital source related directly to the 
student task. 1 1 

Bibliography Tools Uses a digital tool to construct a bibliography. 1 1 
TOTAL 13 7 
A Level 2 response (7 – 10 points) meets the standards and reflects that a student understands and is 
able to perform GLE 1.3.1 Identify and define authentic problems and significant questions for 
investigation and plan strategies to guide inquiry, GLE 1.3.2 Locate and organize information from a 
variety of sources and media and GLE 1.3.3 Analyze, synthesize, and ethically use information to 
develop a solution, make informed decisions, and report results BY using technology to create a paper 
or presentation that develops a position which explains the causes of a conflict. 

L2 
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Causes of Conflict Scoring Guide
 
Grades 6 – 8 Social Studies – Educational Technology CBA
 A3 

Discussion 
This student sample earns seven attribute points, and meets the standards for knowledge and skills with 
educational technology. It is at the lowest end of Level Two work. 

The student note cards do contain questions that frame the notes, but there is not an overall research 
question or thesis statement present in the notes or final product. No attribute point is awarded is awarded 
for GLE 1.3.1 “Significant Question.” However, the student does include a simple plan with due dates 
and a checklist to use to determine what and when work is to be done. This counts as a research plan. The 
work also receives a point for “Organize Resources,” because of the note cards and graphic organizer. As 
the student does not identify search tools or key words, there are no additional points. The work earns one 
attribute point for GLE 1.3.1 and one point for GLE 1.3.2. 

The final product, a paper, earns the point for “Ethical Use,” because it is written using the student’s own 
words. The paper represents a complete digital product, but only includes one digital element (text) and 
no software features—such as font emphasis/color or headings—to guide the reader. This earns the work 
two of the four possible points of the “Combine Information” attribute. Finally, the student includes at 
least one digital source and constructs a bibliography using a digital tool. This earns the work the final 
two attribute points. 

Although this sample meets the standards for educational technology, the student has room for growth. A 
teacher could support this student by encouraging him/her to document how to find and evaluate 
information, as well as add multimedia elements to a paper. 
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Enduring Cultures Scoring Guide
 
Grades 6 – 8 Social Studies – Educational Technology CBA
 

A4 
Directions: Each of the attribute names below represents part of an educational technology standard. These are 
followed by descriptions of student performance which meet the standard. If the student work provides evidence of 
meeting the standard, it earns the points shown in the final column. Total the points and then compare to the Scoring 
Rubric to determine the overall level of performance. 

We use the term digital to refer to tools and information that do not exist in a physical form. Computer software, 
Web sites, online databases, pod/vodcasts, and pages from an eReader are just a few examples. 

Attributes of Educational Technology Standards 
GLE Attribute Name Description Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

1.3.1 

Significant 
Questions 

Develops or states a focused research question or thesis in 
the research plan or final product. 1 0 

Plan Strategies 

Generates a research plan. 
For example, a timeline, steps for the research process, a 
brainstorm about the topic, keyword list, or a description of 
how to document sources. 

1 1 

1.3.2 

Select Search 
Engines 

Identifies online search tool(s) used for the research 
process. 1 1 

Locate Information Generates effective keywords as a strategy to focus 
searches. 1 0 

Organize 
Resources 

Collects and organizes information from searches. 1 0 

1.3.3 

Credible Sources Writes a statement that evaluates the credibility, validity, 
and potential bias of at least one digital source. 1 1 

Ethical Use Puts results of research into own words within the final 
product. 1 1 

Combine 
Information 

Combines information collected from sources to create a 
complete digital presentation or product. 
For example a video, audio recording, animation, web 
page, or document. 
Scoring Note: Student work cannot earn this point if the 
Organize Resources point was not awarded. 

1 1 

All content-related digital elements (for example, text, 
audio, graphics) in the final presentation or product relate 
directly to the student task. 

1 0 

Uses two or more elements (for example text, audio, 
graphics) in the final presentation or product. 1 1 

Uses the features of the software to help structure the 
information and guide the audience through the content. 
For example font choice for emphasis, heading styles, 
color, transitions, and titling. 

1 1 

Relevant Sources Selects at least one digital source related directly to the 
student task. 1 1 

Bibliography Tools Uses a digital tool to construct a bibliography. 1 1 
TOTAL 13 9 
A Level 2 response (7 – 10 points) meets the standards and reflects that a student understands and is 
able to perform GLE 1.3.1 Identify and define authentic problems and significant questions for 
investigation and plan strategies to guide inquiry, GLE 1.3.2 Locate and organize information from a 
variety of sources and media and GLE 1.3.3 Analyze, synthesize, and ethically use information to 
develop a solution, make informed decisions, and report results BY using technology to create a paper 
or presentation that develops a position based on comparing and contrasting two cultural groups and the 
history of their development in Washington State, the United States, or the world. 

L2 
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Enduring Cultures Scoring Guide
 
Grades 6 – 8 Social Studies – Educational Technology CBA
 A4 

Discussion 
The work in this student sample meets the educational technology standards, scoring 9 out of 13 possible 
attribute points. 

For GLEs 1.3.1 and 1.3.2, the work can only earn one point for the research plan (even if it is a very 
simple set of due dates) and identifying the search tools used during the research process. Within the final 
product, the student does identify a thesis (“China and Egypt are both very important cultures they both 
had unique qualities about them”), however the student does not focus the statement sufficiently to earn 
the point. The outline is also not robust enough to show that the student has collected and organized 
information from searches. 

This is the one sample in the anchor set which earned a point for “Credible Sources,” although it is 
difficult to see. In one of the short form evaluations of a Web site, the student explains that the author is 
reliable because the author “is a Egyptian Acreologist [Archeologist].” Expertise is an acceptable 
statement about the credibility of a source. 

The final digital product and bibliography earned all points, except for “All content-related digital 
elements (for example, text, audio, graphics) in the final presentation or product relate directly to the 
student task.” This is because of the picture of the laptop on the “Similarity #3” slide and “The End” clip 
art on the “Conclusion” slide. Although the laptop might represent advancements, it is not connected to 
the idea of how Egypt and China are similar.  

The teacher could help this student develop his/her work further with support that focuses on ways to 
document the research process, as well as how to add details to plans and outlines. 
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A4
 

Egypt’s and China’s farming, invasion, and flooding. Those are both very large 
problems and they both handle some of them similarly and others they are 
completely differently solved.    
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A4
 

Nile is 4 thousand miles long. 2 rivers are the Nile white river and blue. White river 
starts in the marshes of Africa. Blue River starts in the mountains of Africa. Both sides 
of the Nile are surrounded by the Sahara. Heavy Rains in the spring caused the Nile 
River to overflow through July to October. To stop flooding farmers dug basins to stop 
the flood water. They also build canals to carry water from basins to fields beyond the 
rivers reach . 
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A4
 

Hunag He is 2,900 miles long. From the Hunag He many people died and homes were 
destroyed. For that reason the Huang He is called China’s sorrow. To help stop the 
flooding they build canals and basins. Chang Jiang is 3,400 miles long otherwise 
known as the Yangtze. The two rivers created rich valley’s for farming 
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A4
 

The Largest desert in the world is the Sahara. Also the Sahara borders the Nile which 
kept invaders away. And if the invaders made it through the Sahara the Egyptians 
would destroy them because they were strong and knew the environment well. Also 
the invaders couldn’t use the Nile because it is full of cataracts which would destroy 
the ships. But lucky for the Egyptians it was their highway. 
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The Himalayas kept the Chinese protected from the southwest. And the Kunlun Shan 
and the Tian Shan mountains on the western border. The Gobi desert protected them 
east from the mountains. Qin Shihuangd forced farmers to create the Great Wall of 
China. However the one we know today was created 1,500 years later. The average 
height of the wall when it was created was 50ft tall! 
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Is made up of hundreds picture symbols. Some stood for objects and ideas. Other 
symbols stood for sounds like our alphabet does. Scribes painfully carved 
hieroglyphics onto stone walls and monuments. Day to Day things were put on 
papyrus. In Ancient Egypt very few people could read and write. Fact the earliest 
found writing tablet was written by the Sumerians. 
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There are only two types of characters in Chinese writing. First there is Pictographs. 
Pictographs stand for characters for things like sun, moon and stars. Ideographs are 
two or more pictographs. Like for the east, they would have a picture of the sun rising 
in the east. 
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Egypt and China both had very intense flooding problems. They both solved them the 
same way, they used canals to reroute the flooded water to farms farther than the 
flooding could reach. They also dug trenches to keep the water there and out of the 
way. 
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China’s and Egypt’s natural defenses both protected them from invaders. China had 
the Himalaya’s, Kunlun Shan, and Tian Shan mountain ranges along with the Gobi 
desert. Egypt had the Sahara desert in the world. In the Nile they had cataracts that 
sunk ships. 
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Egypt and China both made important contributes to society. Egypt was the first to 
make large structures in Ancient times. China used herbs to help cure illnesses. They 
discovered acupuncture which is basically poking yourself in certain places on the 
body. 
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Unlike Egypt the Chinese cut themselves off from civilization purposely. How did they 
do so?  Well the Great Wall of China bordered them off. However the Egyptians were 
based in the Sahara and they didn’t build a wall to separate them from invaders. 
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Unlike Egypt the Chinese traded as far as Rome! They used the Silk Road which is 

treacherous and is only used for expensive things like Silk, Gold, Herbs and many 

more. How the Egyptians traded was using the Nile and the Mediterranean Sea. 


83
 



    
  

14 

A4
 

Unlike China, Egypt built large structures aka the pyramids. The pyramid that is the 
best well known is King Khufu’s. It’s taller than the Statue of Liberty! China’s King’s 
weren’t buried in such a fashion 
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Enduring Cultures Scoring Guide
 
Grades 6 – 8 Social Studies – Educational Technology CBA
 

A5 
Directions: Each of the attribute names below represents part of an educational technology standard. These are 
followed by descriptions of student performance which meet the standard. If the student work provides evidence of 
meeting the standard, it earns the points shown in the final column. Total the points and then compare to the Scoring 
Rubric to determine the overall level of performance. 

We use the term digital to refer to tools and information that do not exist in a physical form. Computer software, 
Web sites, online databases, pod/vodcasts, and pages from an eReader are just a few examples. 

Attributes of Educational Technology Standards 
GLE Attribute 

Name 
Description Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

1.3.1 

Significant 
Questions 

Develops or states a focused research question or thesis in 
the research plan or final product. 1 1 

Plan Strategies 

Generates a research plan. 
For example, a timeline, steps for the research process, a 
brainstorm about the topic, keyword list, or a description of 
how to document sources. 

1 1 

1.3.2 

Select Search 
Engines 

Identifies online search tool(s) used for the research 
process. 1 1 

Locate Information Generates effective keywords as a strategy to focus 
searches. 1 1 

Organize 
Resources 

Collects and organizes information from searches. 1 1 

1.3.3 

Credible Sources Writes a statement that evaluates the credibility, validity, 
and potential bias of at least one digital source. 1 0 

Ethical Use Puts results of research into own words within the final 
product. 1 1 

Combine 
Information 

Combines information collected from sources to create a 
complete digital presentation or product. 
For example a video, audio recording, animation, web 
page, or document. 
Scoring Note: Student work cannot earn this point if the 
Organize Resources point was not awarded. 

1 1 

All content-related digital elements (for example, text, 
audio, graphics) in the final presentation or product relate 
directly to the student task. 

1 1 

Uses two or more elements (for example text, audio, 
graphics) in the final presentation or product. 1 1 

Uses the features of the software to help structure the 
information and guide the audience through the content. 
For example font choice for emphasis, heading styles, 
color, transitions, and titling. 

1 1 

Relevant Sources Selects at least one digital source related directly to the 
student task. 1 1 

Bibliography Tools Uses a digital tool to construct a bibliography. 1 1 
TOTAL 13 12 
A Level 3 response (11 – 13 points) exceeds the standards and reflects that a student can demonstrate 
knowledge and ability beyond the requirements for Educational Technology GLEs 1.3.1, 1.3.2, and 
1.3.3. 

L3 
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A5Enduring Cultures Scoring Guide 
Grades 6 – 8 Social Studies – Educational Technology CBA 

Discussion 
The work in this student sample meets the educational technology standards, scoring 12 out of 13 possible 
attribute points. 

The first page of the sample provides a focused research question and a research plan. Although we have 
only one in-depth look at how the student will identify sources using search tools and key words, we have 
extensive documentation of the information this student collected. 

The final digital product uses the student’s own words, relevant text and images, and is structured in a 
way that guides the audience. The student also uses digital sources and a digital tool to produce a 
bibliography. 

The only attribute point not earned by this sample was for “credible sources.” There is evidence that the 
student completed a checklist about the digital source, but there is no statement that summarizes the 
evaluation. The teacher should encourage this student to think critically about the information s/he is 
trying to present. 
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The Ancient Times where similar in many ways in our time today. We have challenges 
today just like the Ancient Eygpt and Ancient Greece. The most common thing is 
pleasing the gods. So how did the Ancient Egyptians and Ancient Greece solve this 
problem? As we ask for the question and we study with discoveries. After most things 
being discovered of we know of we can confirm that Ancient Greece had places in 
there to worship the gods. It was vital to do this sense the gods controlled everything. 
The people were Polytheistic which meant they believed that there is more then one 
god. 
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The Ancient Egyptians had different was to solve the same problems. For       example 
is the Ancient Pyramids. This was a temple for the Pharaohs. They believed that the 
pharaoh was known as the god on earth. This temple was to the spirit (KA) to keep it 
in. This was so serious that they had made this creature to guard it and it was called 
the sphinx. This tall statue of a creature has been made to protect the pyramids. If 
the KA is disturbed it will upset the gods. As we see Ancient Greece. Greece had 
temples and statues to please the gods. They had a temple I really liked about and it 
was the Hephaestus temple. This place is now a ruin and was standing 460-415 B.C. 
The Greek had built more than temples and statues they also built theaters. The 
reasons behind theaters are to keep the god Dionysus happy. 
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The Ancient civilizations had another thing they do to please the gods is to make 
ceremonies. The Egyptians had public parties to give their ideas and in the parties 
they would have 11,400 loafs of bread. These parties include beer which would last 
for ten days. These were manly made to celebrate for the pharaoh. So the 
ceremonies are for the gods. Another one was the trip to the afterlife. This would 
make the gods is pleased. While Greece had different ideas to have ceremonies. 
Actual they had normal festivals which let most people share their ideas, but only 
men could give their ideas about the gods. As ideas flowed the government grew. 
They had more ideas and one is the Olympic games. This was for the god Zeus. They 
even made a statue of him. These are held every four years. They also allowed no 
women in the games. 
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As the people saw the gods giving them what they want they recognized that they 
would have secret ceremonies to keep them happy. In Eygpt they had a trip to the 
afterlife for the pharaoh. They would do many traditional things like cutting the lungs. 
The priest did just more then the pharaoh’s ceremonies the priest also had to give the 
offerings while no one else was allowed in. Except when Greece gave their gifts they 
delivered in person. As they had given the gods a certain gifts based on the god 
personality. This was to know what god did what. 
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Even today religions celebrate and worship gods. An example is The Hindu people. 
The recital began with the customary pushpanjali with the dancers. Then, the offered 
flowers to the guardian gods of the eight directions followed by obeisance to the 
guru, the musicians and finally to the audience. Finally, the dancers then brought 
alive the ten incarnations of Lord Vishnu by performing to writer Jayden’s 
Dashavataram. So don’t think it is stupid because it’s really important. 
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