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Overview 
This document has information about how to access the grades 5, 8, and 11 online Washington Comprehensive 
Assessment of Science (WCAS) training tests. The training tests are available through the Washington 
Comprehensive Assessment Portal (WCAP).  
 
Students who take online assessments need opportunities to explore the features of the online assessment and 
to practice using the tools available on those assessments.  
 
Questions or comments? Please email science@k12.wa.us. 

Settings 
The online test engine can be customized to allow equitable access for all students. Default settings vary by 
grade level and content area. The Guidelines on Tools, Supports and Accommodations for State Assessments 
(GTSA) details resources available in the test engine and their appropriate usage. Educators should familiarize 
themselves with this information in order to determine if default settings should be modified for students. The 
GTSA describes: 

• the features that can be modified and in what ways;  
• the universal tools that are available for all students; 
• the designated supports that can be set for certain students or groups of students based on educator 

discretion; and 
• the accommodations that are allowed based on a student’s documented Individual Education Plan (IEP) 

or 504 Plan. 
 
The training tests allow the user to adjust the settings when logging in, so they can practice using the different 
tools as part of determining if the default settings should be modified for use during the summative WCAS.  

The training tests are set to have only the universal tools turned “on” when a student first logs in. The 
designated supports and accommodations are set in the default “off” position.  

A tool that is “on” will have a blue box with “ON” next to the tool title: 

 
A tool that is “off” will have a gray box with “OFF” next to the tool title: 

 
 

The tool can be turned “on” by selecting the white space to the left of the “OFF,” which will cause the “ON” box 
to slide in, and dots to appear next to the tool name: 

 
 
NOTE: Settings for the summative WCAS cannot be adjusted during student login procedures. They must be 
set within the Test Information Distribution Engine (TIDE) by your school or district test coordinator (SC or DC) 
prior to WCAS testing. 

https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/testing/state-testing-overview/washington-comprehensive-assessment-science/wcas-educator-resources
https://wapt.tds.cambiumast.com/student?a=student
https://wa.portal.cambiumast.com/
https://wa.portal.cambiumast.com/
mailto:science@k12.wa.us
https://wa.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/guidelines-on-tools-supports-and-accommodations-for-state-assessments
https://wa.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/guidelines-on-tools-supports-and-accommodations-for-state-assessments
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Access and Login 
Options for Accessing Training Tests 
There are two options for accessing a training test. 

1. Non-Secure Browser Guest User 
Students, families, and educators can use the Practice and Training Test button on the homepage of the 
WCAP Portal and login to a training test as a guest user. 

2. Secure Browser Training Test Login (Educators Only) 
The educator in the role of test administrator (TA) can use the TA Practice Interface site to create and 
manage the test session. The students can use the secure browser to login to the training test. This 
option more closely models the WCAS testing session. Work with your school test coordinator (SC) to 
obtain login information before using this option. 

 
Both options allow students to practice navigating the online test engine and become familiar with the tools 
and features of the summative assessment. 

Steps for Option 1: Non-Secure Guest User 
1. Access the WCAP Portal homepage using one of the following web browsers: Chrome, Firefox, Edge, or 

Safari. 

2. Select Practice and Training Tests from the list. 

3. When you see the Please Sign In page, select Sign In at the bottom of the screen. (Note: Guest User 
and Guest Session will be toggled ON. You should not adjust these settings.) 

4. On the Your Tests page, use the drop-down menu to select the desired grade level. 

5. You will then see the Your Tests page. You may need to scroll down to see the WCAS Training Tests, 
each in a pink box with an arrow and the words “Start Grade…Science.” 

 
6. Select the test you would like to start. (Note: All three WCAS Training Tests are available to students in 

any grade 3–12.)  

7. You will then see the Choose Settings page. Review and/or adjust the settings, then choose Select at 
the bottom of the screen.  

8. The You Are Almost Ready to Begin Your Test page provides an opportunity to review the Help 
Guide and/or the Test Settings.  

 
9. Select Begin Test Now at the bottom of the screen to begin the training test. 

https://wa.portal.cambiumast.com/
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Steps for Option 2: Secure Browser (Educators Only) 
1. You (the TA) will first access the WCAP Portal homepage using one of the following web browsers: 

Chrome, Firefox, Edge, or Safari. 

2. Select Washington Comprehensive Assessment of Science from the list of assessments. 

  
3. Select Preparing for the WCAS. 

  
4. Select TA Practice Interface. 

 
5. The Login page appears. 

 
Enter your username and password. (This is the same information used to login to all the systems in the 
WCAP Portal. If you do not know your information, ask your district or school test coordinator (DC or 
SC) for help. If this is the first time you have logged in this school year, you will have to go through a 
series of steps to verify your information.) 

6. Select Secure Login. The TA Interface appears, and the Practice or Training Test Selection window pops 
up (you may have to disable your browsers pop-up blocker for this site). 

7. When you are ready to begin the training test, select the test(s) you want to administer. Use the arrow 
sign to expand the list of WCAS Training Tests to select a specific grade or multiple grades. Select Start 
Practice or Training Session at the bottom right of the window to start the session.  

https://wa.portal.cambiumast.com/
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8. You will then see the session ID at the top of the screen. Write down this session ID. You will provide 
the session ID to the students logging in to your test session. 

 

9. Direct students to locate the icon titled WASecure Browser on their computer screen, and launch the 
secure browser. 

 
(If the icon is not available, contact your SC for help, and move the student to a different computer.) 

10. Once the browser is open and students see the Please Sign In page, direct students to the bottom left 
corner of the screen.  

IMPORTANT: There is a blue box with the words “This is the Operational Test Site. If you wish to 
complete the Practice Test, please click the button below.” Direct students to click on “Go to the 
Practice and Training Tests Site”.  

11. Now they should see a Please Sign In page. If students try to login on the first Please Sign In page for 
the Operational Site with the Training Test session ID, they will get an error message. 

12. Direct students to toggle the Guest User and Guest Session to OFF.  

13. Once the toggles are OFF, lines for students to enter their first name, SSID, and the Session ID will 
appear. Direct students to enter their information and then select Sign In.  

IMPORTANT: The Session ID will appear with TRAIN in the first box; if WA appears in the first box, 
students have not selected the Practice Test site in step 9. 

14. Students then check their information (name, SSID, grade, school) on the Is This You? page and select 
Yes at the bottom of the screen. 

15. Students will then see the Your Test page. Whichever test you selected in step 6 should appear in a pink 
box with an arrow and the words “Start Grade…Science.” 
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16. Direct students to select the test you would like them to start. The screen will then tell the student that 
they are waiting for TA approval. 

17. You (the TA) need to return to the TA Interface on your computer and look for Approvals in the upper 
right corner of the screen, next to the session ID. Select Approvals to view the list of students awaiting 
approval. 
• To review and adjust a student’s test settings and accommodations, select the blue eye  in that 

student’s row. (Settings cannot be adjusted during the summative WCAS.) 
• To approve an individual student for testing, select the green check . 
• To deny a student for testing, select the red  and enter the reason in the box. 
• To approve all students in the list for testing, click Approve All Students  in the top of 

the Approvals window. 

18. The You Are Almost Ready to Begin Your Test page then provides an opportunity for students to 
review the Help Guide and/or their Test Settings.  

 
19. Direct students to review their test settings, view the Help Guide, or begin the test.  

Lesson Plans 
A lesson plan is available for each WCAS training test with suggestions for walking students through the 
features of the test engine and the questions on the training test. 

Grade 5 Online Training Test Lesson Plan 

Grade 8 Online Training Test Lesson Plan 

Grade 11 Online Training Test Lesson Plan 

 

  

https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/science/pubdocs/LessonPlans5-FINAL%20DRAFT.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/science/pubdocs/LessonPlans8-FINAL%20DRAFT.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/science/pubdocs/LessonPlans11-FINAL%20DRAFT.pdf
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Legal Notice 
 

Except where otherwise noted, this work by the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction is licensed under 
a Creative Commons Attribution License 

 

Please make sure that permission has been received to use all elements of this publication (images, charts, text, 
etc.) that are not created by OSPI staff, grantees, or contractors. This permission should be displayed as an 
attribution statement in the manner specified by the copyright holder. It should be made clear that the element 
is one of the “except where otherwise noted” exceptions to the OSPI open license.  

For additional information, please visit the OSPI Interactive Copyright and Licensing Guide. 

OSPI provides equal access to all programs and services without discrimination based on sex, race, creed, 
religion, color, national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation including 
gender expression or identity, the presence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability, or the use of a trained 
dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability. Questions and complaints of alleged discrimination 
should be directed to the Equity and Civil Rights Director at 360-725-6162 or P.O. Box 47200 Olympia, WA 
98504-7200. 

http://www.k12.wa.us/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveygizmo.com%2Fs3%2F2689472%2FCopyrightLicensingGuide&data=04%7C01%7CLinda.Rebitzer%40k12.wa.us%7Cab7f764f43fd4609f5a708d89d5fdd74%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C637432382343542028%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=JEEfiAAGcCCDtvvz4Ut%2B3hJ9lttAneybz01ifRIers4%3D&reserved=0
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