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Grades 6 – 8 Social Studies + Educational Technology Assessment 

Practice Set Introduction 


Introduction 
This Practice Set provides educators with student exemplars for the grades 6 – 8 Social Studies + Educational Technology 
assessments. We selected each sample to model the range of scoring for this assessment. There are two components 
that make up the scoring guide for educational technology— Attributes of Educational Technology Standards 
(checklist) and the Scoring Rubric for Educational Technology. 

Attributes of Educational Technology Standards. Teachers will use the attributes checklist first to determine the 
number of attribute points the student work can earn. The checklist presents a list of characteristics that should be 
present in student work which meets the standard. The GLEs targeted by the assessment are listed in the left column. 
Each attribute name, such as Select Search Engines, is derived directly from the standards (Select the appropriate search 
engines or directories). Each attribute has one or more descriptions which detail what an at-standard performance looks 
like (Identifies online search tool(s) used for the research process). 

This is different from a typical rubric, which describes various levels of performance. With the checklist, the teacher has 
only to decide whether or not the work is at standard. If the teacher determines that the work is at standard, then it 
earns the number of points indicated in the right-hand column. The teacher totals the points. 

Scoring Rubric for Educational Technology. In the final step, the teacher uses the total number of points earned in the 
attributes checklist to determine the overall level of performance for the assessment. Student work earning no more 
than six attribute points would represent a below standard (Level 1) performance. Seven to ten points meets the 
standard (Level 2), while student work that earns eleven to thirteen points exceeds the standard (Level 3). 

Discussion 
We understand that that this type of scoring may be new for many teachers; however, there are several compelling 
reasons why the assessment development group selected this tool over a traditional rubric.  

First, many of the educational technology standards represent skills. As such, a student can demonstrate the skill or they 
cannot—there is no “better or worse than.” It did not make sense to scale the point scoring for the attributes, and the 
assessment development group decided not to quantify performance in terms of the number of times a student could 
demonstrate the skill. This is also why there are three performance levels instead of four. 

A checklist format that describes the attributes is an efficient tool for teachers. There is only one decision involved for 
each attribute—is the work at standard?—instead of several decisions about quality. The tool also allows for cleaner 
scoring as the teacher need only consider one attribute at a time. This is unlike many rubrics, which have multiple 
attributes within a single cell. A student’s work might reach various targets within a column or row, so the teacher must 
synthesize the score. With the attributes checklist and scoring rubric tool we provide for the educational technology 
standards, teachers will be able score consistently across student work.  

Review the Scoring Guide carefully (next two pages) and then the exemplars. Score each sample before using the 
annotations to review your choices and options for student feedback. 

1
 



 

 

     

 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Grades 6 – 8 Social Studies + Educational Technology Assessment
 
Scoring Guide 


Directions: Each of the attribute names below represents part of an educational technology standard. These are 
followed by descriptions of student performance which meet the standard. If the student work provides evidence of 
meeting the standard, it earns the points shown in the final column. Total the points and then compare to the Scoring 
Rubric to determine the overall level of performance. 

We use the term digital to refer to tools and information that do not exist in a physical form. Computer software, 
Web sites, online databases, pod/vodcasts, and pages from an eReader are just a few examples. 

Attributes of Educational Technology Standards 
GLE Attribute Name Description Points 

1.3.1 

Significant 
Questions 

Develops or states a focused research question or thesis in the 
research plan or final product. 1 

Plan Strategies 

Generates a research plan. 
For example, a timeline, steps for the research process, a 
brainstorm about the topic, keyword list, or a description of how 
to document sources. 

1 

1.3.2 

Select Search 
Engines 

Identifies online search tool(s) used for the research process. 1 

Locate 
Information 

Generates effective keywords as a strategy to focus searches. 1 

Organize 
Resources 

Collects and organizes information from searches. 1 

1.3.3 

Credible Sources Writes a statement that evaluates the credibility, validity, and 
potential bias of at least one digital source. 1 

Ethical Use Puts results of research into own words within the final product. 1 

Combine 
Information 

Combines information collected from sources to create a 
complete digital presentation or product. 
For example a video, audio recording, animation, web page, or 
document. 
Scoring Note: Student work cannot earn this point if the 
Organize Resources point was not awarded. 

1 

All content-related digital elements (for example, text, audio, 
graphics) in the final presentation or product relate directly to the 
student task. 

1 

Uses two or more elements (for example text, audio, graphics) in 
the final presentation or product. 1 

Use the features of the software to help structure the information 
and guide the audience through the content. 
For example font choice for emphasis, heading styles, color, 
transitions, and titling. 

1 

Relevant Sources Selects at least one digital source that is related directly to the 
student task. 1 

Bibliography 
Tools 

Uses a digital tool to construct a bibliography. 1 

TOTAL 13 
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Grades 6 – 8 Social Studies + Educational Technology Assessment
 
Scoring Guide 


Scoring Rubric for Educational Technology 
Performance Description Points 
A Level 3 response exceeds the standards and reflects that a student can demonstrate 
knowledge and ability beyond the requirements for Educational Technology GLEs 1.3.1, 
1.3.2, and 1.3.3. 

11 - 13 

A Level 2 response meets the standards and reflects that a student understands and is 
able to perform GLE 1.3.1 Identify and define authentic problems and significant 
questions for investigation and plan strategies to guide inquiry, GLE 1.3.2 Locate and 
organize information from a variety of sources and media , and GLE 1.3.3 Analyze, 
synthesize, and ethically use information to develop a solution, make informed decisions, 
and report results BY using technology to create a paper or presentation. 

7 - 10  

A Level 1 response reflects that a student is still working toward meeting GLEs 1.3.1, 
1.3.2, and 1.3.3. 0 - 6  

The Social Studies Rubric for these assessments can be found here: 
http://www.k12.wa.us/SocialStudies/Assessments/ 
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Both Ancient Egyptian civilizations and the civilization of Ancient Greece 
faced the challenge of pleasing the gods. They were both polytheistic. 
Ancient Egypt felt pleasing the gods was important because they believed 
the gods restored peace and harmony. They also believed it was important 
so that life continued smoothly. Ancient Greece felt that pleasing the 
gods was important because they believed the gods would make their lives 
better. They also thought the gods would take care of them when they 
were dead and they believed that if the gods were happy, then they would 
help you. 
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They responded to this challenge in similar ways. They responded by 
hosting ceremonies and festivals, building temples and statues and 
through offerings and worship. Pleasing the gods is still a challenge in 
modern societies today. We are responding by holding an festival, dancing 
and celebrating May Day. 
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First of all, both Egyptian and Greek civilizations responded to the challenge of 
pleasing the gods by hosting ceremonies and festivals for the gods. Sometimes they 
were dedicated to only one god. Greece hosted the Olympics and had temple 
ceremonies. Egypt hosted the sun ceremony and performed mummification. 
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One example of a ceremony in ancient Egypt was mummification. This pleased the 
gods because they mummified the pharoah who was the living god on Earth. This way 
he could live into the afterlife. 

38
 



 

 

6 

P2
 

Another important ceremony Ancient Egypt held was a ceremony to bring out the 
sun. This pleased the sun god Ra. They believed that if Ra was happy then he 
wouldn't make the sun so bright and the Egyptians would not have a super, super hot 
day which meant their crops wouldn't die as fast. 
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One ceremony that the Greeks hosted was the Olympics. This was an annual festival 
that was meant to please Zeus and make him happy if they won. Only men could play 
and if you won, you received a headdress made of Zeus's favorite flower. 
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Finally, in ancient Greece, an important ceremony was performed by the priests 
inside of the gods temples. During this ceremony, the priests gave the food offerings 
to the gods and washed the statues inside the temples with special oils. The priests 
also asked the gods to help prevent disaster and bring good fortune to the people. 
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Another way both Egyptian and Greek civilizations responded to the challenge of 
pleasing the gods by giving offerings to the gods and worshiping the gods. Both 
Ancient Egypt and Ancient Greece believed that if they gave the gods offerings and 
worshiped them, then the gods would grant them good fortune. Greece 
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In ancient Egypt, the people made offerings of food to the gods. When they offered 
food, they also asked the gods to help prevent future disaster from happening and 
they asked the gods to give them good fortune. 
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Another response Ancient Egypt used to please the gods was mummification. They 
placed special charms inside the wrapping of the mummy. This pleased the gods 
because they believed that the charms helped them pass through the weighing of the 
heart and other events to get into the land of the dead and continue living in their 
tomb. 
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The ancient Greek civilization responded to the challenge of pleasing the gods by 
giving the gods gifts. They gave gifts such as food or other things they thought the 
gods might need or like. They gave these gifts to the priests who brought them to the 
temples. They believed that if they brought the gods gifts , then the gods would be 
happy and give them good fortune. 
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Another example of a way Ancient Greece pleased the gods was during feasts, they 
made offerings to the gods. After dinner during the symposium before they drank 
wine themselves, they made three offerings of wine known as libations to the gods. 
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Another response to the challenge of pleasing the gods that ancient Greece and 
ancient egypt used was building temples and statues. Both ancient Egypt and ancient 
Greece built statues to offer their gifts to the statues instead of giving them directly 
to the gods. They both built temples but for different reasons. Ancient Egypt built 
temples as a home for the gods and goddesses. The priets gave daily temple rituals 
and cleaned the temple. Ancient Greece built temples so that the gods would be 
pleased and effect their lives in good ways. People also went to the temples to 
worship the gods. 

47
 



  
 

 

 

15 

P2
 

The Egyptians also pleased the gods by building pyramids on the west side of the Nile 
for the pharaohs. They were built as resting places for the pharaoh who was the living 
god on Earth. He was the connection point between the people and the gods so if he 
lived into the afterlife, the gods would be pleased. The people believed that the 
pharaoh could protect them and their land. 
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The Egyptians built many temples such as the temple of Hathor. These temples were 
sacred palaces where the gods spirit lived. People also went to the temples to 
worship the gods. Many people went to the temple of Hathor to please her because 
she was the goddess of love and they would then have good fortune 
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The Greeks also held plays in the open aired theater to please Dionyses, the god of 
wine. The open-aird theater was very similar to a temple. Some of the plays were 
religous plays to worship Dionyses. The people that attended were expected to thank 
Dionyses for gifts. 
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One of the most important temples in ancient Greece was the Temple of Zeus. It is 
located in the middle of Olympia. They believed that Zeus was the King of all gods so 
if he was happy, then all of the gods would be happy. 
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One connection to current time is in South India for the religion Hindu, they worship 
the gods by holding dance ceremonies to praise the Gods. They also worship the gods 
by offering flowers to the guardian gods of the eight directions. 
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Another response to the challenge of pleasing the gods in current time is in the 
central region of Ghana, people please their gods by hosting a Aboakyir festival to 
celebrate the migration of people who were led by 2 brothers and the god Otu. They 
also sacrifice a young member of the royal family to their god. 
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Finally, a way people please the gods today is by celebrating May Day. Some people 
celebrate May Day by offering gifts to the gods in hope that pleasing the gods will 
lead to fertality for people and their livestock. They also sometimes offer animals. 
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Both in ancient Egypt and ancient Greek responded to the challenge of pleasing the 
gods. 
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Both cultures thought this was important because the gods were in charge of 
everything that happened in their lives. 
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The intermediates between the people and there gods were the priests who were 
considered community leaders at the time as they used to practice magic and sorcery 
and kings used these priests to keep the people under their mercy and their rulings. 
They would give offering and worship, build temples and statues, and would hold 
special ceremonies and festivals in their honor. 

64
 



   

   

4 

P3
 

still have ceremonies for their happiness. They got ruled by the gods the gods ruled 
everything in the ancient times in ancient Greece and Egypt. They would control the 
whole city tribe even the whole entire creation they ruled the most 
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they wanted to worship the gods because they had to in order to live very good life in 
there time if not they would get punished and get treated very badly. Also celebrate 
parties with there gods. 
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The death burial was also a part of ancient Greece and Egypt; they celebrated each 
death and had a set of rituals that they thought were necessary to ensure their 
immortally after death. 
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Next, they had a burial site to confirm the immortality after death as well. They had 
many holiays.The holidays corresponded to festivals for the various deities. 
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They celebrated parties because they wanted to worship the gods because they had 
to in order to live very good life in there time if not they would get punished and get 
treated very badly. 
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 The pantheon is a temple in Greece created for the god. The great sphinx of Giza is 
the most famous Egyptian sphinx. It was built near the Giza pyramids around 2500 BC 
by the pharaoh Khafre.The sphinx was important statue in Egypt and sponsored the 
pharaoh. The ancient Egyptians believed that temples were the homes of the gods 
and goddesses. The pharaoh was most important out of the living gods they made a 
statue out of it that is how important it really is that statue is called the sphinx. 
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The pharaoh was most important out of the living gods they made a statue out of it 
that is how important it really is that statue is called the sphinx. 
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Egyptians believed that temples were the homes of the gods and goddesses. The 
pharaoh was most important out of the living gods they made a statue out of it that is 
how important it really is that statue is called the sphinx. 
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Many Greek people recognized the major gods and goddesses: Zeus, Poseidon, and 
Hades, Apollo, Artemis, Aphrodite, Ares, Dionysus, Hephaestus, Athena, Hermes, 
Demeter, Hestia, and Hera. Though philosophers such as stoicism and some forms of 
Platonism used language that seems to posit a transcendent single deity. 
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The great sphinx of Giza is the most famous Egyptian sphinx. It was built near the Giza 
pyramids around 2500 BC by the pharaoh Khafre. The sphinx was important statue in 
Egypt and sponsored the pharaoh. The ancient Egyptians believed that temples were 
the homes of the gods and goddesses. The pharaoh was most important out of the 
living gods they made a statue out of it that is how important it really is that statue is 
called the sphinx. 
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of Egyptian history which. The myths about these gods were meant to explain the 
origins and behavior of the forces they represented. The practices of Egyptian religion 
were efforts to provide for the gods and gain their favor. They would practice the 
favorites in worshiping the gods and each person had a different favorite.  is being 
studied. They had different beliefs and over 700 gods that is a lot. 
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One thing that seems to stay consistent within all groups of ancient Greeks is the 
objects we use. Like the toothbrush, toothpaste, locks, keys, makeup, combs, wigs, 
deodorant, and scissors. They use the same items that we use now. Actually, that is 
where many items we use today come from. 
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we still offer other stuff, and we still have ceremonies for their happiness. They got 
ruled by the gods the gods ruled everything in the ancient times in ancient Greece 
and Egypt. They would control the whole city tribe even the whole entire creation 
they ruled the most. 
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keep the people under their mercy and their rulings.  They would give offering and 
worship, build temples and statues, and would hold special ceremonies and festivals 
in their honor. 
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considered community leaders at the time as they used to practice magic and sorcery 
and kings used these priests to keep the people under their mercy and their rulings. 
They would give offering and worship, build temples and statues, and would hold 
special ceremonies and festivals in their honor. 
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Welcome to my 6th grade CBA. Please enjoy. 
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Both ancient Egypt and China had problem. And also their responses. But in in the 
challenges, such as floods, and gods. As well as attacking armies. They Were similar 
but different. In this PowerPoint, I will give back round about the topic. 

100
 



 
 

   
 

3 

P5
 

China was constantly attacked form the North. These were the Mongolians. Their 
attacks killed many people. Mongolians were very feared. Attacks also destroyed 
crops. But luckily China came up with some solution. 
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Up above are several responses that China had. Now I will give more detail. China 
began to built the Great Wall to block invaders off. But that would take to long so 
they also strengthened armies. They also had natural defenses. Such as rivers and 
mountains. 
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These rivers were very dangerous. Floods of the Yangtze Rivers was very dangerous. 
As well as the Huang He. This problem often caused people to move out of he are. Or 
even killed them before they could flee from the dangers of these rivers. But there 
are always solutions.  
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Here are some responses that China had to their problem. One was that they dug 
basins to stop the water from flowing over. They also used canals to redirect the flow 
away from the towns. Also, they used the soil left from the floods. Soil from the 
floods were left very rich and could be successfully farmed on. But unfortunately only 
1/10 of the land could be farmed. 
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China believed in many things. Such as god’s and ancestors. As well as spirits. They 
thought that if not respected, the spirits brought bad luck. Such as ruined crops. Or 
losing a battle. 
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China also had solutions to this problem. Such as making shrines. They also made 
temples and sacrifices. Much effort was put into these things. As well as daily 
worship. Even though they did this, bad things still sometimes happened and so they 
worked even harder to please the god’s.  
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Now we are on Egypt. Their problems are the same as China. But some not as 
dangerous. The first is flooding. Floods of the Nile was dangerous. And could very 
well kill people as well.  
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Here are Egypt's responses. One was to make canal like China. But they also used 
irrigation to help farm. This solution was a good one. It also worked better. Such as 
that the problem could also benefit them. 
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Egypt was constantly attacked by armies. Such as the Assyrians. Or the Kushites. They 
constantly tried to take over more of Egypt land. So Egypt was forced to come up with 
solutions.  
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One of the solutions was to strengthen their armies. Which was simple enough. But 
the Egyptians also had many natural barriers. Such as deserts and rivers. They also 
learned to fight better. As well as hiring other armies to help, train, or fight for them. 
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Here it the 3rd problem. Like China, the Egyptians believed that gods controlled all 
things. Like rivers. And would bring bad luck when not pleased. Such as storms. And 
even death. 
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Here are the responses that the Egyptians developed. One was to make shrines. Or to 
construct temples. They also worshiped daily. This might have stopped some 
disasters. But some bad things still happened. 
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The reason that I chose problems that both cultures shared was to be able to relate 
but also signify their differences. Like that both cultures responded similarly in 
strengthening their armies. Or such as fighting back against their enemies. These two 
seemed to work best. But they also had their own natural barriers. Which worked 
more or less depending on the situation. 
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More details about the differences of the two cultures area that Egypt had natural 
defenses such as deserts. As well as rivers and cataracts. Egypt also hired armies to 
train or fight with/ for them. Whereas China singly fought by themselves and did not 
hire anyone else. And unlike Egypt, 
Chins constructed the Great Wall of China. Which was effective but could not 
completely block off invaders as well as Egypt’s natural barriers. 
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These are 2 more things that both cultures had in common between their responses. 
Such as basins and canals. Which they used to redirect flows of rivers. They also used 
leftover land from the floods to farm very well. Unfortunately for China, only about 
1/10 of the land left over from the floods could be farmed. But Egypt could farm 
almost all the land. 
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There are many reasons why this problem was different. So here are a few. One was 
that Egypt used irrigation to farm even better. They could also settle down near or at 
the river. Or that the floods of the Nile were much less dangerous, And finally, Egypt 
could also farm much more of the land from the floods./ 
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Now for the 3rd challenge similarities. Both cultures worked very hard to please their 
gods. Such as making shrines. And as well as temples. They also worshipped daily to 
their gods. Any less they believed would bring bad luck. 

Now for the 3rd challenge similarities. Both cultures worked very hard to please their 
gods. Such as making shrines. And as well as temples. They also worshipped daily to 
their gods. Any less they believed would bring bad luck. 

Now for the 3rd challenge similarities. Both cultures worked very hard to please their 
gods. Such as making shrines. And as well as temples. They also worshipped daily to 
their gods. Any less they believed would bring bad luck. 
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Both cultures had similarities in this particular problem. But also their differences. 
One is that Egypt and China had different gods. Also, China believed that spirits 
inhabited many thing in nature. Unlike Egypt. Lastly, Egypt did not worship ancestors. 
And China believed that their kings revived power from the spirits. 
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In conclusion, both cultures had their similarities. 

As well as differences in god's, and  flood's. And also attacking armies. They were 

different but similar in their methods to solve these problems. I believe that both 

cultures were very successful. 
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