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Acknowledging this Land

I would like to acknowledge the Indigenous 
people who have stewarded this land since time 

immemorial and who still inhabit the area 
today, the Steh-Chass Band of Indigenous people 

of the Squaxin Island Tribe.
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Introductions
• Who we are

• Who are you?
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Agenda for our time today

Overview 
of project

Preview of 
products

Participant 
Feedback
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Using the Q & A Feature
• Drop your questions in the Q & A and our panelists will be able 

to see your questions to respond to them during breaks in our 
presentation.
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Project Overview
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Equity Statement Each student, family, and community possesses strengths and 
cultural knowledge that benefits their peers, educators, and 
schools.
Ensuring educational equity:
• Goes beyond equality; it requires education leaders to examine 

the ways current policies and practices result in disparate 
outcomes for our students of color, students living in poverty, 
students receiving special education and English Learner 
services, students who identify as LGBTQ+, and highly mobile 
student populations.

• Requires education leaders to develop an understanding of 
historical contexts; engage students, families, and community 
representatives as partners in decision-making; and actively 
dismantle systemic barriers, replacing them with policies and 
practices that ensure all students have access to the instruction 
and support they need to succeed in our schools.
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Vision All students prepared for post-secondary pathways, careers, and 
civic engagement.

Mission Transform K–12 education to a system that is centered on closing 
opportunity gaps and is characterized by high expectations for all 
students and educators. We achieve this by developing equity-
based policies and supports that empower educators, families, 
and communities.

Values • Ensuring Equity
• Collaboration and Service
• Achieving Excellence through Continuous Improvement
• Focus on the Whole Child
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Strategic Goals
1) Increase student access to 
and participation in high-
quality early learning and 
elementary by amplifying 
and building on inclusive, 
asset-based policies and 
practices.

2) Provide all students with 
access to challenging 
coursework, culturally 
responsive and anti-racist 
curriculum, and pathways 
to graduation and beyond 
that meet their unique 
interests.
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Why this? Why now?
• Standards are reviewed and revised for a variety of reasons:

• New research about how students learn
• New events or updated knowledge about a content area
• Changes in the skills/knowledge employers tell us are most important
• To ensure standards are suitable for specific grade levels
• To stay current with our ever-changing technological society

• Most states review and revise their standards every 5-10 years.
• It has been 10–12 years since our ELA, math, and science 

standards have been revisited.
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Why OSPI?
• OSPI is directed by the Legislature (RCW 28A.655.070) to:

(a) Periodically revise the state learning standards, as needed, based on 
the student learning goals in RCW 28A.150.210…

(b) Review and prioritize the state learning standards and identify, with clear and 
concise descriptions, the grade level content expectations to be assessed on the 
statewide student assessment and used for state or federal accountability purposes. 
The review, prioritization, and identification shall result in more focus and targeting 
with an emphasis on depth over breadth in the number of grade level content 
expectations assessed at each grade level.
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Standards Review Project Goals
• Refine, prioritize, and clarify the existing standards. 
• Develop wraparound guidance for educators that 

clarifies opportunities for:
• Cultural responsiveness
• Universal design
• Language development
• Social emotional learning
• Cross-content integration 

• Establish a uniform process for the periodic review of 
the state learning standards.

• Develop a multi-year plan to support educators in 
learning about and using the revised learning standards 
and accompanying resources and tools. 
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Standards Review Project Goals 1
• Refine, prioritize, and clarify the existing standards. 
• Develop wraparound guidance for educators that 

clarifies opportunities for:
• Cultural responsiveness
• Universal design
• Language development
• Social emotional learning
• Cross-content integration 

• Establish a uniform process for the periodic review of 
the state learning standards.

• Develop a multi-year plan to support educators in 
learning about and using the revised learning standards 
and accompanying resources and tools. 
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Refine, prioritize, clarify…
• Provide a consistent format for all standards documents
• Prioritize the standards within the grade-level or grade-band

• Identify the standards that will be universally taught to all students at 
that grade level or grade band across the state

• Clarify the language of specific standards
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Additional directives from leadership
• Add Media Literacy and Digital Citizenship standards to 

language arts
• Add Data Science standards to mathematics
• Help educators with Artificial Intelligence  
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Consistent Formatting Standard Document
Sample Example

First Grade
THEME, BIG IDEA, CONCEPT, DOMAIN
• STANDARD
• STANDARD
• STANDARD

THEME, BIG IDEA, CONCEPT, DOMAIN
• STANDARD
• STANDARD
• STANDARD

How the “prioritized” or 
“most important” or “focus” 
standards are indicated is still 
to be determined.
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Standards Review Project Goals 2
• Refine, prioritize, and clarify the existing standards. 
• Develop wraparound guidance for educators that 

clarifies opportunities for:
• Cultural responsiveness
• Universal design
• Language development
• Social emotional learning
• Cross-content integration 

• Establish a uniform process for the periodic review of 
the state learning standards.

• Develop a multi-year plan to support educators in 
learning about and using the revised learning standards 
and accompanying resources and tools. 
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Wraparound guidance… 
• “Implementation Guide” or “Teaching Guide” or “???? Guide”
• Similar formatting across content areas
• Explain/unwrap/unpack the individual standards
• Add examples and other supports as needed
• Show connections to previous and future learning
• Bundle/group related standards within the content area that can 

authentically be taught together
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Wraparound guidance…
• Show opportunities for… 

• Cultural responsiveness
• Universal Design for Learning
• Language development connections
• Tribal and indigenous learning
• Social emotional learning
• Cross-content integration 

• including, but not limited to: Climate Science, and Environment and Sustainability 
Education
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Internal Project Team
• ELA, math, science content 

experts from Elementary, 
Secondary, and Assessment 
divisions 

• Bilingual Education
• Climate Science
• Dual Language Education
• Environment and 

Sustainability Education

• Media Literacy & Digital 
Citizenship

• Multilingual Education
• Office of Native Education
• Tribal Language
• Social Emotional Learning
• Special Education
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Standards Review Project Goals 3
• Refine, prioritize, and clarify the existing standards. 
• Develop wraparound guidance for educators that 

clarifies opportunities for:
• Cultural responsiveness
• Universal design
• Language development
• Social emotional learning
• Cross-content integration 

• Establish a uniform process for the periodic review of 
the state learning standards.

• Develop a multi-year plan to support educators in 
learning about and using the revised learning standards 
and accompanying resources and tools. 
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Uniform process for periodic review
• Repeat every 7-9 years? (Final number not set.)
• Need to produce artifacts so the process is institutional 

knowledge, and publicly available knowledge
• Timelines
• Formal project plan
• Communication plan

| 12/14/2023| 22Standards Review Project



Stages/phases of process
Symbol Meaning

Review phase: OSPI staff gathers information (including surveys of educators, 
reviewing research and other states), drafts updates, gets feedback from educators.
Adoption phase: Standards documents available for public comment in August 2024. 
Final drafts to Superintendent in December 2024 for formal adoption.
Professional Learning and Transition phase: When educators are learning and 
digesting the new learning standards and other supporting documents.
Implementation phase: First school year when instruction delivered to students must 
be based on the new learning standards.
Statewide summative assessment: First possible school year when new learning 
standards would be on state summative assessment.
Next revision begins with a review phase.
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External collaboration so far 
• Survey sent to all ELA, math, science teachers in the state (77,000)

• About 10,000 responded
• Surveyed district level curriculum leaders (320)

• About 100 responded, then 23 in focus groups
• Presentations at education conferences with focus on feedback 

from attendees
• Listening session with business and industry leaders
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External collaboration in the next year
• Presentations at education conferences
• Focus groups of teachers
• (Possibly) Listening sessions with business and industry leaders
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Standards Review Project Goals 4
• Refine, prioritize, and clarify the existing standards. 
• Develop wraparound guidance for educators that 

clarifies opportunities for:
• Cultural responsiveness
• Universal design
• Language development
• Social emotional learning
• Cross-content integration 

• Establish a uniform process for the periodic review of 
the state learning standards.

• Develop a multi-year plan to support educators in 
learning about and using the revised learning standards 
and accompanying resources and tools. 
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Plan to support educators
• Using feedback from various stakeholders, multiple options will 

be created to support districts, schools, and classrooms to 
implement the new standards which may include, but not be 
limited to:

• On Demand Courses or Learning
• Webinars
• Conference presentations
• Open Educational Resources
• Connections to other resources and supports
• Using existing structures, i.e., ESDs, Fellows, Regional Support Networks
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Preview of Content 
Teams’ Work
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Refine, prioritize, clarify… pt 2
• Math continuing to use Common Core Mathematics Standards

• including Data Science standards
• Science continuing to use Next Generation Science Standards
• ELA 

• pausing development new Literacy and Language Arts (LLA) standards 
to have more time for successful implementation

• amending the Common Core ELA/Literacy Standards, and filling gaps
• including Media Literacy and Digital Citizenship standards
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MATH
Elementary: Laura Grant

Secondary: Arlene Crum & Serena O’Neill
Assessment: TBD
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Current
    CC-Math

• Standards are 
listed and grouped 
by domain.

• Often taught in 
isolation and 
taught as check 
boxes.
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Updated CC-Math
“Teacher 
Implementation/ 
Unpacking Documents”
• Provides multiple on-ramps 

for students
• Multiple means of 

demonstration within same 
group of standards

• Clarifications provide a visual 
that expands on original 
standards language

DRAFT
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SCIENCE
Elementary: Kimberley Astle & Elizabeth Schmitz

Secondary: Lori Henrickson & Johanna Brown
Assessment: Jacob Parikh & Korey Peterson
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Current 
NGSS 
Example

8 SEPs The “doing”

42* DCIs The “knowing”

7 CCCs The “ways of thinking”

Performance 
Expectation 

(PE)

Dimension 
Boxes

Connections 
within NGSS 

and with CCSS

Evidence 
Statements | 12/14/2023| 35Standards Review Project



Teacher 
Instructional 
Document

8 SEPs The “doing”

42* DCIs The “knowing”

7 CCCs The “ways of thinking”

Performance 
Expectation 

(PE)

Dimension 
Boxes

DCI Grade 
Level 

Progressions

+  Additional supporting documents
• How to Use "Teacher Implementation / 

Unpacking Documents"
• Integration with Other Content Areas

+  Grouping of Standards for Authentic 
Instruction
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English Language Arts

Elementary: Carey Kirkwood
Secondary: Heidi Aijala

Assessment: Maja Wilson
Media Literacy and Digital Citizenship: Lesley James

Dual Language Arts and Multilingual Education: Ema Shirk | 
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Updating ELA CCSS
• Amend and prioritize CCSS 
• Embed media literacy, digital citizenship, and English language 

development to fill gaps
• Continue to develop teacher implementation documents that 

will provide clarifications, connections, and supports
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English Language Development 
Integration
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WIDA ELD Standards Framework

Narrate - convey real or imaginary experiences
Inform - provide factual information
Explain - how things work or why things happen
Argue - justify claims using evidence and reasoning
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Integrating 
Language 
Development
Standards braiding of 
language expectations, 
functions, and features for 
WIDA standards 2-
Language Arts, 3- Math, 
and 4-Science with their 
content area.
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Survey
• https://survey.alchemer.com/s

3/7633248/Standards-Review-
Presentation-Feedback
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Contact Us
Webpage: 
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-
success/learning-standards-
instructional-
materials/washington-state-
learning-standards-review 

Please reach out to us with 
additional questions and 
thoughts:

standards.review@k12.wa.us
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Q&A
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