
Best Interest Determination Meetings – 12/5/24
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Vision All students prepared for post-secondary pathways, careers, and 
civic engagement.

Mission Transform K–12 education to a system that is centered on 
closing opportunity gaps and is characterized by high 
expectations for all students and educators. We achieve this by 
developing equity-based policies and supports that empower 
educators, families, and communities.

Values • Ensuring Equity
• Collaboration and Service
• Achieving Excellence through Continuous Improvement
• Focus on the Whole Child



Equity Statement Each student, family, and community possesses strengths and 
cultural knowledge that benefits their peers, educators, and 
schools.
Ensuring educational equity:
• Goes beyond equality; it requires education leaders to examine 

the ways current policies and practices result in disparate 
outcomes for our students of color, students living in poverty, 
students receiving special education and English Learner 
services, students who identify as LGBTQ+, and highly mobile 
student populations.

• Requires education leaders to develop an understanding of 
historical contexts; engage students, families, and community 
representatives as partners in decision-making; and actively 
dismantle systemic barriers, replacing them with policies and 
practices that ensure all students have access to the instruction 
and support they need to succeed in our schools.



Tribal Land 
Acknowledgement

We would like to acknowledge the 
Indigenous people who have stewarded 
this land since time immemorial and 
who still inhabit the area today, the 
Steh-Chass Band of Indigenous people 
of the Squaxin Island Tribe. 



General Housekeeping

o Make sure your name is 
correctly displaying on your 
picture frame for 
attendance purposes.

o Put questions in the chat 
and we will get to them!

o We will send out the 
PowerPoint to all attendees 
after the training.
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Who’s here?
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Who here has……..
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Acronyms

ESSA – Every Student Succeeds Act
LEA – Local Education Agency/School District
DCYF – Department of Children, Youth and Families
BPOC – Building Point of Contact
IEP – Individualized Education Plan
BIDM – Best Interest Determination Meeting



Review of the Federal and State Provisions
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2015
Every
Student
Succeeds
Act 
(ESSA)
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Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) - 2015

This is federal education law.

All schools must follow these 
provisions.

Washington State has codified 
these into state law as well.

Every school district is required to 
designate a Foster Care Liaison

Students remain in school of origin unless 
there is a determination that it is not in 

their best interest.

Students in foster care are entitled to 
immediate enrollment, even without 

documents normally required.

Schools/OSPI must collaborate with Child 
Welfare Agencies.



Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) – 2015
School of Origin

Students remain in school of origin unless there is a 
determination that it is NOT in their best interest.

Washington State - RCW 74.13.550 and RCW 74.13.631

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=74.13.550
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=74.13.631


School of Origin

School in which the student is enrolled at the time of a placement 
change

This includes LEA preschool and designated feeder schools

Child must remain in the School of Origin until a Best Interest 
Determination is made



What is a Best Interest Determination?

A BIDM is a process through which educational agencies and 
child welfare agencies partner with important people in a 
student’s life to determine whether it is in a student’s best interest 
to remain at their school of origin or change schools. (See ESEA 
section 1111(g)(1)(E)(i)). 

Source – Ensuring Educational Stability and Success for Students in Foster Care, Non-
Regulatory Guidance, November 2024

https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/documents/essa-act-of-1965.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/documents/essa-act-of-1965.pdf
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https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024


When must a Best Interest Determination be 
completed under the Title I Educational 

Stability Provisions?
An SEA, in collaboration with the State child welfare agency, must 
ensure that LEAs complete a BIDM process at the time of foster 
care placement (i.e., when a student enters foster care or changes 
foster care placements). (See ESEA section 1111(g)(1)(E)(i)). 

Source – Ensuring Educational Stability and Success for Students in Foster Care, Non-
Regulatory Guidance, November 2024

https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/documents/essa-act-of-1965.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024


Best Interest Determination Process
 Student goes into foster care or has a change in placement

 School zone or district changes

DCYF notifies Foster Care Liaison with School Notification Form and/or Foster 
Care Liaison runs CEDARS Foster Care Report and identifies student

DCYF and Foster Care Liaison work together to schedule Best Interest 
Determination

Student remains in their school of origin until the Best Interest Determination 
is made

https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2024-08/best_interest_determination_process-824-1.pdf


The Best Interest Determination Process…
• Is a collaborative assessment to determine whether the child in 

foster care should remain in their school of origin, or if it is not 
in the best interest to remain in the school of origin, to ensure 
the student is immediately enrolled in the new school.

• The BIDM is to specifically assess if it is in the best interest of 
the child in foster care to remain at their school of origin

• The BIDM should NOT be viewed as a choice between the 
school of origin & the new school



How quickly should LEA’s and child 
welfare complete a BIDM?

LEAs, in collaboration with child welfare agencies, are encouraged 
to complete a BIDM process within three business days of the 
time of placement in foster care. In situations where a student will 
experience a planned foster care placement change, LEAs and 
child welfare agencies are encouraged to complete the BIDM 
process prior to the planned placement change.

Source – Ensuring Educational Stability and Success for Students in Foster Care, Non-
Regulatory Guidance, November 2024

https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024


Format for Best Interest Determinations

In-Person 
Conference

Virtual/Phone 
Conference

Electronic 
(Email)

OR A COMBINATION OF THE 3

https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2024-04/best-practices-best-interest-determination-format-and-participants.pdf


Participants for Best Interest Determinations

LEA
Foster Care Liaison

Building Point of Contact
School Counselors

Teachers
Coaches

School Nurse
School/District Admin

Transportation Coordinator
Special Ed Coordinator

Necessary IEP Team Members

DCYF
Case worker

Case manager
Regional Ed Lead

Other Participants
Parents*

Student (if age appropriate)
Caregiver/Foster Parent

Child’s Attorney
Treehouse Advocate

CASA/Guardian ad Litem
Mental, behavioral, and physical health providers

*Parents have valuable information about the student’s special education needs. They can indicate whether a student’s 
needs are being met in the current school placement and the types of services and supports the student will need in a 
new school environment.  These factors should be considered during the BIDM process.

https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2024-04/best-practices-best-interest-determination-format-and-participants.pdf


Example Email to Schedule

 Schedule within 3 days

 Email should include:
• School of origin (all necessary attendees)
• DCYF staff
• Neighborhood school/school district foster care liaison
• Bio/Adoptive Parents
• Student
• Caregivers
• Special Education staff (if student has IEP)

https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2023-08/example-email-best-interest-determination.pdf


Facilitator and Example Agenda
• Who should facilitate?

• Agenda:
• Purpose of the meeting
• Report from caregiver/parent
• Report from School of Origin
• Student voice
• Possible receiving school input and questions
• Determination

https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2024-03/example_agenda_for_best_interest_determination.pdf


Meeting Size & Unable to Attend

• Each agency should prioritize attendees to minimize size

• Coordinating schedules can be difficult and the priority is the 
urgency of the meeting

• If someone is unable to attend, they can fill out the online, 
fillable attendee input form and submit to School of Origin 
Foster Care Liaison

https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2024-07/foster_attendee_input_form.pdf


Student Centered Factors

Grade Level Age Special Needs Timing of 
School Year

Length of 
Placement

Existing 
Connection

https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2023-08/bestinterestdetermination_studentcenteredfactors.pdf


Student Considerations
• How long is the child’s current placement expected to last?

• How many schools has the child attended this year? 

• How strong is the child academically? 

• How deep are the child’s ties to his or her current school (school of origin)? 

• Would the timing of the school transfer coincide with a logical juncture such as after testing, after an event that is significant 

to the child or at the end of the school year? 

• How would changing schools affect the student’s ability to earn full academic credit, participate in sports or other extra-

curricular activities, proceed to the next grade, or graduate on time? 

• What school do the student’s siblings attend?

• Are there any safety issues to consider?

• If the student has special needs, what impact will be transferring to a new school have on the student's progress and services?

• Which school does the student prefer?

https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2024-03/best_interest_determination_considerations.pdf


Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) – 2015
Immediate Enrollment

Students in foster care are entitled to immediate 
enrollment, even without documents normally required.

Washington State - RCW 28A.225.330 

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28a.225.330


Immediate 
Enrollment

Immediate enrollment means that a child 
should be enrolled in, and attending, a 
new school as soon as possible.

• Appropriate classroom placement
• Transportation, if required

Enrollment must not be denied or 
delayed because documents normally 
required for enrollment have not 
provided

• Including medical records such as 
immunization or health plans



Immediate Enrollment Strategies
• Develop an enrollment protocol and ensure that all enrollment personnel are informed of it. 

• Instruct DCYF staff, school secretaries, school counselors, school social workers, and principals on the Title I, 
Part A foster care requirements and the school or school district’s procedures and protocols for enrolling 
children and youth in foster care. 

• Have counselors meet with caregivers or education decision-makers and youth during registration to 
eliminate the need for additional trips to the school to arrange services for children and youth in out-of-
home care. 

• Accept previous school records directly from caregivers or educational decision-makers. 

• Contact the previous school for assistance with placement decisions until records are received. 

• Create new school records for students whose records are damaged or missing. 

• Establish school and classroom-level procedures to facilitate incoming and departing student transfers.

https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2023-08/best_practices_immediate_enrollment_for_children_youth_foster_care.pdf


Quick Poll!

How many school placements did you have in 
your K-12 experience?  Not including normal 
feeder transitions.



Student in foster care experience…

Children experience more placements the longer they 
linger in foster care:

• In care for 12-24 months - 34% chance of 3+ school 
placements.

• In care for 24+ months – 59% chance of 3+ placements 

* Average length of stay in WA is 22 months



Schools/OSPI must collaborate with Child Welfare 
Agencies.

Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) – 2015
Requirement 4



 



DCYF Regional Education Leads
Region 1

Bobbi Lloyd 
Bobbi.lloyd@dcyf.wa.gov

Region 2

Monica Jenkins
Monica.Jenkins@dcyf.wa.gov

Region 3

Wryan Young
Wryan.Young@dcyf.wa.gov

Region 4

Donna LaFrance
Donna.LaFrance@dcyf.wa.gov

Region 5

Dawn Flammang
Dawn.Flammang@dcyf.wa.gov

Region 6

Heather Lawhead-Hug
heather.lawhead-hug@dcyf.wa.gov

mailto:vincent.cardiel@dcyf.wa.gov
mailto:Monica.Jenkins@DCYF.wa.gov
mailto:wryan.young@dcyf.wa.gov
mailto:Donna.LaFrance@DCYF.wa.gov
mailto:Dawn.Flammang@DCYF.wa.gov
mailto:heather.lawhead-hug@dcyf.wa.gov


Documenting the Best Interest

Tracking Database:
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2023-08/example-best-interest-determination-tracking-database.xlsx

Placement Decision Fillable Form:
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2024-
07/foster_best_practices_school_district_placement_decision.pdf

Attendee Input Form:
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2024-07/foster_attendee_input_form.pdf

https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2023-08/example-best-interest-determination-tracking-database.xlsx
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2024-07/foster_best_practices_school_district_placement_decision.pdf
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2024-07/foster_best_practices_school_district_placement_decision.pdf
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2024-07/foster_attendee_input_form.pdf


School Notification Form

School Notification | Washington State Department of Children, Youth, and Families

https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/node/1812


Who is Responsible for Educational Decisions?
Parent

Unless limited by the court, parents retain rights to make educational decisions and to 
access records directly from the school.

Caregivers
 Caregiver or foster care parent makes day-to-day educational decisions
  Can serve as the “parent” regarding special education decisions

DCYF
  DCYF is authorized to make day-to-day educational decisions without parent 

approval
  May not be special education decision maker



Students with Disabilities in Foster Care
• Students in foster care are more likely than their peers not in foster care to 

receive special education services.
• Research suggests that students in foster care who are receiving special 

education services tend to change schools more frequently than students 
receiving special education services who are not in foster care.

• Under IDEA, each student’s educational placement decision must be made 
by a group of knowledgeable persons including the student’s parents. This 
group may also include staff with special knowledge regarding the student 
from a child welfare agency. (34 C.F.R. § 300.116).

• Letter to State Directors of Special Education on Ensuring a Hight-Quality 
Education for Highly Mobile Children

Source – Ensuring Educational Stability and Success for Students in Foster 
Care, Non-Regulatory Guidance, November 2024

https://sites.ed.gov/idea/files/Letter-to-State-Directors-of-Special-Education-on-Ensuring-a-High-Quality-Education-for-Highly-Mobile-Children-11-10-2022.pdf
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/files/Letter-to-State-Directors-of-Special-Education-on-Ensuring-a-High-Quality-Education-for-Highly-Mobile-Children-11-10-2022.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-students-foster-care-november-15-2024


Transportation
 Transportation costs should not be a factor 

 LEAs must provide transportation services for the duration of a student’s time in foster care

 DOE encourages states to continue to provide transportation once a child exits foster care, 
at least through end of school year.

 RCW 28A.225.350 - ”If the student's care placement changes to an area served by another 
school district, and it is determined to be in the best interest of the student to remain in the 
school of origin, the school district of origin and the school district in which the student is 
living shall agree upon a method to apportion the responsibility and costs for providing the 
student with transportation to and from the school of origin. If the school districts are unable 
to agree upon an apportionment method, the responsibility and costs for transportation shall 
be shared equally between the districts.”

 Transportation Shared Cost Procedure with DCYF 

https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2024-04/foster_care_transportation.pdf
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.225.350
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/foster-care/state-and-federal-foster-care-requirements


Follow Up Checklist

The Best Interest Determination Meeting is over, what now?

• The student remains at the School of Origin
• The student will attend another school other than the School of Origin
• Ongoing Follow-Up

https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2024-08/foster_after_the_best_interest_checklist.pdf


OSPI Foster Care Website – 
Best Interest 

Determination Toolkit
Foster Care Resources and Training

https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/foster-care/foster-care-resources-and-training


Challenges & Barriers to Educational Progress
1. School instability (i.e., changing schools multiple times) 
2. Delayed enrollment
3. Missing in-school class time (e.g., court hearings, required meetings)
4. Difficulties with credit transfers and shifting graduation requirements
5. Inadequate special education services and supports
6. Disproportionate rates of suspension and expulsion
7. Overrepresentation in alternative education programs
8. Inappropriate on-site education programs
9. Truancy and disproportionate referrals to law enforcement

Source: National Working Group on Foster Care and Education, Supporting Students in Foster Care: Cultivating Connections to Promote Student Success



Contact Information

Stacey Klim
OSPI Foster Care Program Supervisor
Stacey.Klim@k12.wa.us
564-999-1939 (Cell)
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