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Meet Your Presenters

Melissa Rilette Burnce
McKinney-Vento Homeless Education 

Trainer Program Supervisor

Stacey Klim
Foster Care Program Supervisor

Office of Superintendent of Public 
Instruction (OSPI)
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Vision, Mission, and Values
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• Develop equity-based policies to empower educators
• Focus on the Whole Child
• Collaboration and service
• Examine policies and practices that result in disparate outcomes
• Understand historical contexts
• Engage learners
• Ensure ALL students have access to the instruction and support they 

need to succeed.



Tribal Land Acknowledgement

I would like to acknowledge the Indigenous people who have 

stewarded this land since time immemorial and who still inhabit the 

area today, the Steh-Chass Band of Indigenous people of the Squaxin 

Island Tribe. 
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Who is Here Today?
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Why Washington State is Unique!

Washington is currently the only state where 
“each K-12 public school in the state must 
establish a building point of contact in each 
elementary school, middle school, and high 
school” for both McKinney-Vento and Foster 
Care students.
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RCW 28A.320.142 (2019) 
Unaccompanied and homeless youth—Building point of contact—Duty of district 

liaison for students experiencing homelessness.

• Each K-12 public school in the state must establish a building point of contact in each elementary 

school, middle school, and high school.

• Appointed by the principal of the designated school and are responsible for identifying homeless 

and unaccompanied homeless youth and connecting them with the school district's liaison for 

students experiencing homelessness.

• School district homeless student liaison is responsible for training building points of contact.

• OSPI shall make available best practices for choosing and training building points of contact to 

each school district.
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http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.320.142


RCW 28A.320.148 (2021)
Foster care liaison—Building point of contact

• Each K-12 public school in the state must establish a building point of contact in each elementary 

school, middle school, and high school. 

• Appointed by the principal of the designated school, in consultation with the district foster care 

liaison.

• Responsible for coordinating services and resources for students in foster care.

• Must collaborate with the Department of Children, Youth, and Families (DCYF)

• The district foster care liaison is responsible for training building points of contact.

• OSPI shall make available best practices for choosing and training building points of contact to 

each school district.
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http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.320.148


District Liaison and Building Point of 
Contact

Foster Care

Each school district must 
designate a District Liaison and a 
Building Point of Contact in each 
school.

• Foster Care and Building Point of 
Contact Toolkits on the Foster Care 
Resources and Training page

• RCW 28A.320.148: Foster care 
liaison—Building point of contact.

McKinney-Vento

Each school district must designate a 
liaison and a point of contact in each 
school.

According to state legislation, each K-12 public 
school in the state of Washington must establish 
a McKinney-Vento and Foster Care building 
point of contact in each elementary school, 
middle school, and high school. These points of 
contact are responsible for identifying students 
experiencing homelessness or foster care and 
connecting them with the respective school 
district liaisons. (RCW 28A.320.142) 9

https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/fostercare/pubdocs/NEW_Foster_Care_Liaison_Guidance.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/fostercare/pubdocs/Best_Practices_for_Foster_Care_Points_of_Contact.pdf
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/foster-care/foster-care-resources-and-training
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/foster-care/foster-care-resources-and-training
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.320.148
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.320.148


Who is Who?
LEA Liaison or Building Point of Contact?

• Building Points of Contact may be better-suited for some duties, such 
as identification, enrollment, school-based supports, and referrals to 
outside services.

• LEA Liaisons may be better-suited to lead on other duties, such as best 
interest determinations, federal and state compliance, data collection, 
transportation, dispute resolution, creating community partnerships, and 
trainings.
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McKinney-Vento Capacity
The federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Act requires every local 
educational agency (LEA) including school districts, county offices of 
education, charter schools, and special education local plan areas to 
designate an appropriate person as liaison for children and youth 
experiencing homelessness (LEA liaison).

Often liaisons have multiple roles. It is not uncommon in smaller districts for 
the homeless liaison to be the special services director, an attendance 
liaison, a school counselor, a principal, a district secretary, or even the 
superintendent.
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Foster Care Capacity
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires every local educational agency 
(LEA)/school district to designate a point of contact (i.e. liaison) to serve 
students in foster care and provide coordination with the local/state child 
welfare agency. 

Often liaisons have multiple roles. It is not uncommon in smaller districts for 
the foster care liaison to be the special services director, an attendance 
liaison, a school counselor, a principal, a district secretary, or even the 
superintendent.

It is also common for the McKinney-Vento and Foster Care Liaison to serve 
in both roles.
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Examples of 
Building Points of Contact
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• School level administrators
• Family resources coordinators
• Counselors
• School social workers
• Registrars or clerical staff
• Other student support roles



Designating Building Points of Contact
Qualities to Consider

• Representation Matters - Racial Equity, Lived Experience
• Meaningful relationships with students, families, and staff 
• Passion for the work 
• Community connections
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Why Do We Need 
Building Points of Contact?
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• Lead
• Lead efforts in identifying students and families experiencing homelessness 

and who are in foster care
• Ensure

• Ensure that students who qualify for McKinney-Vento and or foster care are 
connected to the districts homeless/foster care liaison

• Help
• Help to train and educate school district staff on the McKinney-Vento Act and 

foster care and the impact
• Provide

• Provide building level supports



McKinney-Vento Liaison Duties
The local liaison serves as the district’s lead homeless education contact and is required to fulfill the duties of 

the position as established in the Act [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(6)(A)].

Ensure homeless children and 
youths are identified

Ensure homeless children and 
youths are enrolled

Ensure homeless families, 
children, and youths have 

access to and receive 
educational services for which 

they are eligible

Inform the parents or guardians 
of homeless children and 

youths of the educational and 
related opportunities

Ensure homeless families, 
children, and youth receive 

referrals to health care services

Ensure public notice of the 
educational rights of homeless 

children and youths is 
disseminated in locations 
frequented by parents or 

guardians of homeless children 
and youths

Ensure enrollment disputes are 
mediated according to 42 

U.S.C. § 11432(g)(3)(E).

Ensure the parent or guardian of 
a homeless child or youth, and 
any unaccompanied homeless 
youth, is fully informed of all 

transportation services, 
including transportation to the 

school of origin

Ensure unaccompanied 
homeless youths are enrolled in 

school, have opportunities to 
meet the same challenging State 
academic standards established 

for other students. Including 
FAFSA information

Ensure school personnel who 
serve homeless children and 
youths receive professional 

development and other 
support.
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McKinney-Vento 
Building Point of Contact Responsibilities
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• School based supports
• Enrollment
• Food pantry
• Refer to healthcare and provide hygiene products
• Refer to housing
• Help waive fees



Foster Care Liaison Duties

Ensure that children in 
foster care are enrolled 

in, and regularly 
attending school

Serve as the primary 
contact person for 

child welfare and case 
workers 

Manage best-interest 
determinations and 
transportation cost 

disputes 

Facilitate the transfer of 
records and immediate 

enrollment

Facilitate data sharing 
with child welfare 

agencies, consistent 
with FERPA 

Develop and 
coordinate local 
transportation 

procedures 

Attend training and 
professional 
development 

opportunities to 
improve district 

implementation efforts 

Make sure every school 
has a Building Point of 
Contact and coordinate 

with them
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Foster Care
Building Point of Contact Responsibilities
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• Work closely each week with the school district Foster Care Liaison to identify the students in 
foster care in the building.  

• Check with nutrition services to make sure the student is receiving free meals (no application 
needed).

• Fees and Fines –  check students’ account regularly to see if there are any outstanding fees and 
fines.  Let the district Foster Care Liaison know about any fees and fines so they can work with 
the DCYF caseworker to have the fees and fines paid.

• Connect with student and build a relationship with them.
• Monitor attendance, academics, and discipline incidents. 
• Support student needs such as extra-curricular activities, counseling, post-secondary prep, and 

school events. 

https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2024-03/building-points-contact-overview-2.pdf


Washington State Student Data 
2023-2024

Number of students enrolled in Washington1,100,059

Number of students who are experiencing homelessness in 
Washington41,050

Number of students who are in DCYF dependency in Washington 
State3,317

Report Card - Washington State Report Card 20

https://reportcard.ospi.k12.wa.us/ReportCard/ViewSchoolOrDistrict/103300


   

Foster Care or McKinney-Vento?
21

https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2024-07/foster_care_or_mckinney_vento.pdf


Resources – McKinney-Vento
• OSPI Homeless Education Technical Assistance Email 
• OSPI Homeless Education Website
• OSPI Homeless Education Resources
• RCW 28A.320.142: Unaccompanied and homeless youth—Building point of 

contact—Duty of district liaison for students experiencing homelessness. 
(wa.gov)

• Update or Edit Liaison Contact Information
• SchoolHouse Connection
• Office of Homeless Youth (wa.gov)
• Foster Care or McKinney-Vento
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mailto:HomelessEd@k12.wa.us
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/students-experiencing-homelessness/resources-homeless-children-and-youth
https://www.google.com/url?client=internal-element-cse&cx=b69ee1df176a54960&q=https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/students-experiencing-homelessness/resources-homeless-children-and-youth&sa=U&ved=2ahUKEwi0uLyexMiKAxXlHjQIHYrFF8o4FBAWegQIBhAB&usg=AOvVaw0JcFKDGMefiTv_qZ2lYV6J&fexp=72801196,72801194,72801195
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.320.142
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.320.142
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.320.142
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/homeless-education/homeless-education-liaison-contact-list
http://schoolhouseconnection.org/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/homelessness/office-of-youth-homelessness/
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2023-08/foster-care-or-mckinney-vento.pdf


Resources – Foster Care
• Designating Foster Care Points of Contact 
• Information for School Building Points of Contact - Foster Care
• Foster Care Building Points of Contact Checklist
• Best Practices: Foster Care Building Points of Contact
• Foster Care Liaison and Building Point of Contact Training 2024-

2025 School Year
• Foster Care Resources
• Post-Secondary Resources
• Foster Care Education Legal Guidance
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https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2023-08/designating-foster-care-points-contact.pdf
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2024-03/building-points-contact-overview-2.pdf
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2023-11/building-points-contact-checklist.pdf
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2024-12/best_practices_for_foster_care_points_of_contact.pdf
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2024-11/foster_care_liaison_and_bpoc_training_24-25_0.pdf
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2024-11/foster_care_liaison_and_bpoc_training_24-25_0.pdf
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2024-12/foster_care_resources.pdf
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2024-01/foster_care_post_secondary_resources.pdf
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2023-08/legal-guidance.pdf


Scenario 1
You’re the McKinney-Vento Building Point of Contact. A family just enrolled a 
kindergartner and fifth grader. The family qualifies under the McKinney-
Vento Act. They have refused services. What do you do next.

a. Contact the District Liaison to notify them of the new qualified family
b. Let the family know they do not need to accept resources, that they 

will be identified under the act by the district liaison and that 
information will be kept confidential

c. Their names are given to the school staff to enforce the services 
entitled to under the law

d. Both a and b
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Scenario 2
You’re the Foster Care Building Point of Contact.  Your school district Foster 
Care Liaison sent you a copy of the School Notification Form they received 
from DCYF indicating that Liam, a student in your school, is now in foster 
care.  What is the first thing you will do now?

a. Find Liam and take some time to let him know you are there if he 
needs anything

b. Check to see if he has any outstanding fees or fines
c. Talk to the nutrition services in your building to make sure Liam 

gets free meals
d. All of the above
e. B and C
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Scenario 3
The school registrar just came to you about a student named Jane who you 
have a built a good relationship with. The registrar says Jane is in foster care 
but ran away from her placement and is living with her best friend Samantha 
for a few days.  What is the first thing you should do?

a. Call the Foster Care Liaison and let them know
b. Call the McKinney-Vento Liaison and let them know
c. Find Jane and take some time to talk with her about what is going 

on
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Questions?

Image by Gerd Altmann from Pixabay
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Contact Us Anytime!

Stacey Klim
OSPI Foster Care Program Supervisor
Stacey.Klim@k12.wa.us
564-999-1939 (Cell)

Melissa Rilette Burnce
McKinney-Vento Homeless Education 
Training Program Supervisor
Melissa.Riletteburnce@k12.wa.us
360-628-0863

Image by Herbanu Tri Sasongko from Pixabay
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mailto:Stacey.Klim@k12.wa.us
mailto:Savanna.Cavalletto@k12.wa.us
https://pixabay.com/users/herbanu-2323111/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=3148710
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=3148710


Connect with us!

youtube.com/waospiospi.k12.wa.us

twitter.com/waospiinstagram.com/waospi

facebook.com/waospi linkedin.com/company/waospi
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