
School Health Services 
and McKinney-Vento

April 15, 3:00pm-4:00pm
Melissa Rilette Burnce, OSPI McKinney-Vento Training Supervisor

Annie Hetzel- OSPI School Health Services Consultant
Student Support
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Vision All students prepared for post-secondary pathways, careers, and 
civic engagement.

Mission Transform K–12 education to a system that is centered on closing 
opportunity gaps and is characterized by high expectations for all 
students and educators. We achieve this by developing equity-
based policies and supports that empower educators, families, 
and communities.

Values • Ensuring Equity
• Collaboration and Service
• Achieving Excellence through Continuous Improvement
• Focus on the Whole Child
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Equity Statement Each student, family, and community possesses strengths and 
cultural knowledge that benefits their peers, educators, and 
schools.
Ensuring educational equity:
• Goes beyond equality; it requires education leaders to examine 

the ways current policies and practices result in disparate 
outcomes for our students of color, students living in poverty, 
students receiving special education and English Learner 
services, students who identify as LGBTQ+, and highly mobile 
student populations.

• Requires education leaders to develop an understanding of 
historical contexts; engage students, families, and community 
representatives as partners in decision-making; and actively 
dismantle systemic barriers, replacing them with policies and 
practices that ensure all students have access to the instruction 
and support they need to succeed in our schools.
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Tribal Land Acknowledgement

We would like to acknowledge the Indigenous people 

who have stewarded this land since time immemorial 

and who still inhabit the area today, the Steh-Chass 

Band of Indigenous people of the Squaxin Island Tribe. 
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Agenda
• What are the health requirements 

to attend school?
• McKinney-Vento
• Life threatening Health Conditions
• Challenges
• Health Plans, Access, 

Immunizations
• What You Can Do
• Forms and Resources
• Contact Information
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Why Are We Here?
What about students who cannot provide the needed information or do not 
live with a parent or guardian?

Specifically, students experiencing homelessness and identified under the 
McKinney-Vento Act.
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McKinney-Vento Act

The McKinney-Vento Education of Homeless Children and Youth Assistance Act is a 

federal law that ensures immediate enrollment and educational stability for homeless 

children and youth. McKinney-Vento provides federal funding to states for the 

purpose of supporting district programs that serve homeless students.

McKinney-Vento – National Center for Homeless Education
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https://nche.ed.gov/legislation/mckinney-vento/
https://nche.ed.gov/legislation/mckinney-vento/


McKinney-Vento Act Enrollment 
Requirements

McKinney-Vento Identified

Federal Law-the McKinney-Vento Homeless 
Assistance Act requires the immediate enrollment of 
children and youth experiencing homelessness, even 
in the absence of records normally required for 
enrollment. (42 USC CHAPTER 119, SUBCHAPTER 
VI, Part B: Education for Homeless Children and 
Youths)
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https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim


Life Threatening Health Conditions
RCW 28A.210.320

The attendance of every child at every public school in the state shall be conditioned upon 

the presentation before or on each child's first day of attendance at a particular school of a 

medication or treatment order addressing any life-threatening health condition that the 

child has that may require medical services to be performed at the school. Once such an 

order has been presented, the child shall be allowed to attend school.

• Anaphylaxis
• Asthma
• Epilepsy
• Diabetes
• And more…

9

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.210.320


A Challenge
Question:
My district has a policy that allows homeless and foster students with life-threatening allergies to attend 
school without the required LHCP treatment plan, medication orders or medication. Based on the Life-
Threatening Condition law  RCW 28A.210.320, these students should be excluded from school. Why are 
homeless and foster students allowed to attend school without the required medication to treat 
anaphylaxis? 

Answer:
Each school district has a homeless and/or foster student liaison whose duties include referrals to health, 
dental, mental health, and substance abuse services, housing, and other appropriate services needed by 
children and youth experiencing homelessness. 
The school team must work with the student, family, the Washington State Department of Children, Youth, 
and Families (DCYF), and the healthcare provider to assist the student in obtaining the needed LHCP 
orders, treatment plan, and medication.
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.210.320&pdf=true


School Health Plans
IHP/ECP What does it mean?

• IHP – Individualized Health Plan for day-to-day care 
• ECP – Emergency Care plan
Must be updated each school year

What is required?
• Information from parent
• Orders from Licensed Health Care Provider
• Medications and equipment necessary to implement the plan 
• School Nurse assessment
• Staff training – general and health plan specific
• Dissemination of care plans to personnel who ‘need to know’
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RCW 7.70.065 Informed consent - Persons authorized to provide for patients who are not 
competent

(b)(i) Informed consent for health care on behalf of a patient who is incapacitated, as defined in (in RCW 11.88.010(1)(e), 
because he or she is under the age of majority and who is not otherwise authorized to provide informed consent may be 
obtained from a school nurse, school counselor, or homeless student liaison when:

(A) Consent is necessary for nonemergency, outpatient, primary care services, including physical examinations, vision 
examinations and eyeglasses, dental examinations, hearing examinations and hearing aids, immunizations, treatments for 
illnesses and conditions, and routine follow-up care customarily provided by a health care provider in an outpatient setting, 
excluding elective surgeries; 

(B) The minor patient meets the definition of a "homeless child or youth" under the federal McKinney-Vento homeless 
education assistance improvements act of 2001, P.L. 107-110, January 8, McKinney-8,2002, 115 Stat. 2005; and

(C) The minor patient is not under the supervision or control of a parent, custodian, or legal guardian, and is not in the care 
and custody of the department of social and health services.

(ii) A person authorized to consent to care under this subsection (2)(b) and the person’s employing school or school district 
are not subject to administrative sanctions or civil damages resulting from the consent or nonconsent for care, any care, or 
payment for any care, rendered pursuant to this from this section…

Consent form available on OSPI webpage: Resources for Homeless Children and Youth | OSPI (www.k12.wa.us)

12

https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/homeless-education/resources-homeless-children-and-youth
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Fill out student info 
with student. 
Troubleshoot phone 
contact.

Fill out your info
Then sign at the 
bottom
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Vaccines Required for School Attendance, K-12 (wa.gov)
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https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-12/348295-ParentSchoolChart-2025-2026.pdf


Options for Accessing Immunization 
Records
• Access your Family's Immunization Information :: Washington State 

Department of Health
• MyIR and MyIR mobile – online immunization access, including COVID 

vaccine – not accessible to minors
• Unaccompanied minors can

• email WAIISRecords@DOH.WA.GOV 
• or call 360-236-3595 or 1-866-397-0337
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https://www.doh.wa.gov/YouandYourFamily/Immunization/AccessyourFamilysImmunizationInformation
https://www.doh.wa.gov/YouandYourFamily/Immunization/AccessyourFamilysImmunizationInformation


Access to a Medical Home  
• Many Health Care Organizations offer assistance with signing up
• Empower student to understand the process

Apple Health:
Apply for or renew coverage | Washington State Health Care Authority
Check to see if student already has coverage – call first! 
Phone: 1-800-562-3022

Within Reach:
A website for families and individuals in Washington state - Parenthelp123

17

https://www.hca.wa.gov/health-care-services-supports/apple-health-medicaid-coverage/apply-or-renew-coverage
https://www.parenthelp123.org/


Find Vaccine
Vaccine Provider Locations • Look for public health or clinics 

that serve Medicaid patients
• Call ahead and let them know 

you want to send a student who 
is an unaccompanied minor with 
a consent under RCW 7.70.065

• Consider asking about school 
required vaccines and 
recommended vaccines  - ask 
the school nurse if student is up 
to date with immunizations
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https://wadoh.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d35642cbbd32419787341d2e27d9a75f


What Can You Do?
• Collaborate
• Connect
• Educate and Train
• Provide Resources
• Know Community Partners
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OSPI Resources for 
Homeless Children 
and Youth 

Use the search box on 
the OSPI main site using 
key word: homeless
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https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/students-experiencing-homelessness/resources-homeless-children-and-youth
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/students-experiencing-homelessness/resources-homeless-children-and-youth
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/students-experiencing-homelessness/resources-homeless-children-and-youth


Additional Resources
• State Laws on Minor Consent for Routine Medical Care
• McKinney-Vento Enrollment & Participation Q&A | SchoolHouse 

Connection
• Health Coverage for Homeless and At-Risk Youth
• Immediate Enrollment Under McKinney-Vento: How Local Liaisons Can 

Keep Homeless Students Safe
• Supporting the Education of Unaccompanied Students Experiencing 

Homelessness
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https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/state-laws-on-minor-consent-for-routine-medical-care
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/tools-resources/qa-from-the-field/mckinney-vento-enrollment-participation-qa
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/tools-resources/qa-from-the-field/mckinney-vento-enrollment-participation-qa
https://aspe.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/private/pdf/198441/HomelessHealth.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/safe_ll.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/safe_ll.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/youth.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/youth.pdf


Questions
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Contacts

Annie Hetzel, MSN, RN, NCSN (she/her)
School Health Services Consultant
Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) 360-
725-6054 
Annie.Hetzel@k12.wa.us

Melissa Rilette Burnce (she/her)
McKinney-Vento Training Supervisor
Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI)
Melissa.RiletteBurnce@k12.wa.us
Technical Assistance: homelessed@k12.wa.us 
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https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mypronouns.org%2Fsharing&data=04%7C01%7Cannie.hetzel%40k12.wa.us%7C0c03f22ae54b458b84ff08d8c47ba65f%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C637475382640778428%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=GrgAUk1nYGZZPQNwDFmznt2i1v2AvdJ9rLXTURVO4%2Fc%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Annie.Hetzel@k12.wa.us
mailto:Melissa.RiletteBurnce@k12.wa.us
mailto:homelessed@k12.wa.us


Connect with us!

ospi.k12.wa.us youtube.com/waospi

twitter.com/waospiinstagram.com/waospi

facebook.com/waospi linkedin.com/company/waospi
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