
2025 Student Assessment Data
An Update by State Superintendent Chris Reykdal



1. Washington students perform consistent with, and even better 
than, their peers across the nation.

2. Scores improved or remained steady in all grade levels in 
Math and nearly all grade levels in English Language Arts.

3. The rate of year-over-year progress has returned to what it 
was pre-pandemic.

4. There are persistent gaps that we must address.
5. Washington is going to double-down on our focus on math.

Key Takeaways
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Source: Smarter Balanced

Smarter Balanced Assessment: What Do the Scores Mean?

A score of Level 2 or above 
indicates a student 

demonstrated foundational 
grade-level knowledge.

A score of Level 3 or above 
indicates a student is on track 

for college-level learning 
without needing remedial 

courses.
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ELA Smarter Balanced Scores in the 2023–24 School Year
Students Demonstrating Consistent Grade-Level Knowledge or Above (Level 3 or 4)
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Source: Individual Report Cards of States Who Administer the Smarter Balanced Assessment
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Source: Individual Report Cards of States Who Administer the Smarter Balanced Assessment

Math Smarter Balanced Scores in the 2023–24 School Year
Students Demonstrating Consistent Grade-Level Knowledge or Above (Level 3 or 4)

44.1% 42.9% 42.2% 41.7% 40.7% 40.1%
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Source: National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)

2024 Results from the Nation’s Report Card
National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)
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Source: Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)

Assessment Scores of 15-Year-Olds Over Time:
United States vs. Worldwide

Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA)
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*The Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) is an Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)-led assessment of 
15-year-old students' knowledge and skills. The OECD consists of 37 democracies with market-based economies. 
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Source: Society for American Baseball Research
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Source: Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction

State Assessments 
Are Point-in-Time 

Measures of 
Student 

Performance

Individual Student 
Performance on

State Math Assessments 
Over Time

2022–23
5th Grade

2023–24
6th Grade

2024–25
7th Grade
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Source: Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction

Students Who Attend School More Often Perform Better on State 
Assessments

Reads as: Among students who performed at Level 4 on the ELA state assessment, 87% were regular attenders.

Performance on Assessment in 2024
Regular Attendance in 
2023–24 School Year

ELA

Regular Attendance in 
2023–24 School Year

Math

Advanced Grade-Level Knowledge (Level 4) 87% 89%

Consistent Grade-Level Knowledge (Level 3) 80% 83%

Foundational Grade-Level Knowledge (Level 2) 74% 77%

Below Grade-Level Knowledge (Level 1) 67% 66%
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Source: Washington State Education Research & Data Center (ERDC)

Students Performing at All Levels on ELA State Assessment Enroll 
and Persist in Colleges and Universities After High School
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Source: Washington State Education Research & Data Center (ERDC)

Students Performing at All Levels on Math State Assessment Enroll 
and Persist in Colleges and Universities After High School
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Source: Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction

Student Performance Relative to Grade-Level Standards in 2025
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How many students 
demonstrated 

foundational grade-
level knowledge or 

above?

ELA: 70.9%

Math: 63.3%
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Source: Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction

Assessment Scores in ELA and Math Remain Steady
Change in Students Demonstrating Foundational Grade-Level Knowledge from 2024 to 2025

Subject / Grade 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 10th

ELA -0.1% 0.5% 0.3% 0.4% 0.1% 0.3% -1.1%

Math 0.0% 0.1% 0.3% 0.3% 0.7% 1.5% 1.1%



Student Growth has Returned to Pre-Pandemic Levels

Source: Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction
3rd 4th 5th 6th

Students in 2018–19 
(Reference line)

Students in 2020–21 (Lower 
starting point and flatter)

Students in 2024–25 (Lower 
starting point and steeper)
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Source: Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction

Income Level Achievement Gaps Persist in ELA
Students Demonstrating Foundational Grade-Level Knowledge Over Time
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Source: Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction

Income Level Achievement Gaps Persist in Math
Students Demonstrating Foundational Grade-Level Knowledge Over Time
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Source: Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction

Achievement Gaps Persist in ELA for Students of Color
Students Demonstrating Foundational Grade-Level Knowledge in 2025
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Source: Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction

Achievement Gaps Persist in Math for Students of Color
Students Demonstrating Foundational Grade-Level Knowledge in 2025
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Source: Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)

Math Assessment Scores of 15-Year-Olds Over Time:
United States vs. Worldwide

Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA)
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*The Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) is an Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)-led assessment of 
15-year-old students' knowledge and skills. The OECD consists of 37 democracies with market-based economies. 
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Source: National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)

8th Grade Math Assessment Scores Over Time:
Washington vs. United States

National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)
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1. Washington students perform consistent with, and even better 
than, their peers across the nation.

2. Scores improved or remained steady in all grade levels in 
Math and nearly all grade levels in English Language Arts.

3. The rate of year-over-year progress has returned to what it 
was pre-pandemic.

4. There are persistent gaps that we must address.
5. Washington is going to double-down on our focus on math.

Key Takeaways
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Questions
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