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Student Placement Change
Student is placed into foster care or experiences a change in placement.

DCYF sends the School Notification Form to the Foster Care Liaison.
(DCYF Notification Form)

Foster Care Educational Stability Overview

Does placement result in a potential change to the child’s school?

Best Interest Determination Meeting
Student remains at school of origin. Meeting
scheduled with required parties (recommend

within 3 days). (Best Practices)

Remain in School of Origin
All school-based services provided

as required by ESSA (Meals,
Fees/Fines, Transportation).

Is the best interest decision to remain in school of origin?

Remain in School of Origin
Transportation arranged for duration of foster

care. All school-based services provided as
required by ESSA.

Immediate Enrollment
Student immediately enrolled in new
school, records sent within 2 school

days. Transportation arranged as
needed. (Guidance)

Document the Best Interest Determination Meeting and complete follow-up checklist.
(Checklist)

Follow Up

https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/node/1812
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2024-04/best-practices-best-interest-determination-format-and-participants.pdf
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/foster-care/state-and-federal-foster-care-requirements
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2023-08/accessing-free-and-reduced-price-school-meals-ada.pdf
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2025-07/paying-fees-and-fines-foster-care.pdf
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2025-07/foster_care_transportation_25.pdf
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/foster-care/state-and-federal-foster-care-requirements
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2023-08/best_practices_immediate_enrollment_for_children_youth_foster_care.pdf
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2024-08/foster_after_the_best_interest_checklist.pdf

