
 

 

K-12 Funding Equity Workgroup 

Membership 
Workgroup membership must include representatives from various roles within the K-12 system 

and the larger K–12 community, including groups representing educators, school and district 

administrators, labor unions, families, students, community partners, the Department of 

Revenue, and legislators. 

Name Role Representing 

Aaron Yared Director of Policy & Advocacy Building Changes 

Adam Aguilera  Board Chair  Professional Educator 

Standards Board (PESB)  

Ailey Kato Staff Coordinator/Counsel Senate Committee Services – 

Washington State Senate 

Alex Fairfortune Staff Counsel Senate Committee Services – 

Washington State Senate 

Alexa Allmen  Superintendent, Deer Park School 

District  

School district administrators  

Amii Thompson  Superintendent, Bainbridge Island 

School District  

School district administrators  

Andrea Kadlec  Attorney  Disability Rights Washington  

Anna Corinne 

Huffman  

External Affairs Manager  Professional Educator 

Standards Board (PESB)  

Austina De Bonte  President  Washington Coalition for 

Gifted Education  

Berice Bétyna  Senior Research Associate Building Changes  

Brandon 

Schwecke  

Paraeducator/Shop Steward, Lake 

Washington School District  

School Employees  

Brian Jeffries  Policy Director  Washington Roundtable  

Buzz Porter  Attorney, Porter Foster Rorick LLP  School attorneys  

Carolyn Logue  Legislative Consultant  K12 (online school provider)  

Charlie Brown  President  Cascade Government Affairs, 

LLC  

Choi Halladay  Deputy Executive Director, Business 

Operations  

State Board for Community 

and Technical Colleges 

(SBCTC)  
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Name Role Representing 

Clifford Traisman  Principal and State Lobbyist  Clifford Traisman & 

Associates, LLC  

Concie Pedroza  Superintendent, Tukwila School District  School district administrators  

David Knight  Associate Professor  University of Washington  

Deborah Callahan  Executive Director/CEO  Washington Schools Risk 

Management Pool  

Derick Harris  Executive Director  Black Education Strategy 

Roundtable  

Elena Becker Research Analyst Senate Committee Services – 

Washington State Senate 

Elizabeth Roberts  Chair – School Library Division; 

Librarian, Bellevue School District 

Washington Library 

Association  

Erin Frasier  Deputy Secretary  Washington State Building 

and Construction Trades 

Council  

Ethan Moreno Senior Research Analyst Office of Program Research – 

Washington House of 

Representatives 

Frieda Takamura  Co-Chair  Educational Opportunity Gap 

Oversight and Accountability 

Committee (EOGOAC)  

Gordon James  Training and Special Projects Manager  Governor's Office of Indian 

Affairs (GOIA)  

Heather 

Christianson  

President  Public School Employees of 

WA/SEIU Local 1948  

Heather Lewis-

Lechner 

Leadership Counsel Senate Democratic Caucus 

Heather Tow-Yick  Superintendent, Issaquah School 

District  

School district administrators  

Ingrid Colvard  Superintendent, Stevenson-Carson 

School District  

School district administrators  

Jacob Vela  Chief Policy Officer  League of Education Voters  

James Mackison Senior Fiscal Analyst Office of Program Research – 

Washington House of 

Representatives 
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Name Role Representing 

Jamie Traugott Director of Student Services & K12 

Alignment  

Washington State Board for 

Community and Technical 

Colleges (SBCTC)  

Jason Rhoads Assistant Superintendent of Finance & 

Operations, Olympic Educational

Service District 114 

Olympic Educational Service 
District 114

Jayme Shoun Director of Policy & Government Affairs Washington STEM 

Jeff Snell Executive Director Washington Association of 

School Administrators 

(WASA) 

Jenny Choi Policy Advisor Governor's Office 

Jenny Morgan Legislative Advocate Washington School Counselor 

Association 

Jim Kowalkowski Executive Director Rural Education Center 

Jonathan Appleton Student Advocate Student Advocate 

Jordan Clarke Senior Fiscal Analyst Office of Program Research – 

Washington House of 

Representatives 

Joseph Castilleja Executive Director of Fiscal Services, 

Pasco School District 

School district administrators 

Julie Salvi Lobbyist Washington Education 

Association (WEA)  

Kathy Mulkerin Electoral Pipeline Manager OneAmerica 

Kayla Hammer Fiscal Analyst Senate Committee Services – 

Washington State Senate 

Kelly Aramaki Superintendent, Bellevue School 

District 

School district administrators 

Kiana Fuega Commission on Asian Pacific 

American Affairs (CAPAA)  

Kristi Dominguez Superintendent, Ferndale School 

District 

School district administrators 

Kyle Rydell Superintendent, West Valley School 

District   

School district administrators 

Logan Noel-

Endres 

Director of Strategic Advocacy Washington State School 

Directors’ Association 

(WSSDA) 
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Name Role Representing 

Marcus Harden  Executive Director  Washington State Charter 

School Commission  

Marcus Pimpleton  Board Chair  League of Education Voters  

María Sigüenza  Executive Director  Washington State 

Commission on Hispanic 

Affairs (CHA)  

Maria Arellano-

Smith  

Organizer  SEIU 925  

Marie Bravo  Director of Resource Development & 

Program Director  

Latino Civic Alliance  

Marie Sullivan  Legislative Consultant  Washington State Parent 

Teachers Association 

(WSPTA)  

Marissa Rathbone  Assistant Executive Director of 

Government Relations  

Washington Association of 

School Administrators 

(WASA)  

Mary Fertakis  Board Chair  Washington State Board of 

Education (SBE)  

Matt Bridges Fiscal Coordinator Senate Democratic Caucus 

Megan Wargacki Senior Counsel Office of Program Research – 

Washington House of 

Representatives 

Melissa Beard  Director of Legislative Affairs  Council of Presidents (COP)  

Mesrak Nega  Vice Chair  Legislative Youth Advisory 

Council (LYAC)  

Michelle Price  Superintendent, North Central 

Educational Service District  

North Central Educational 

Service District  

Michelle Spenser  Executive Director  WA-ACTE  

Nancy 

Chamberlain  

Advocacy Committee member (past 

Advocacy Director)  

Washington State Parent 

Teacher Association (WSPTA)  

Randy Spaulding  Executive Director  Washington State Board of 

Education (SBE)  

Regan Nickels  Superintendent, Sequim School District  School district administrators  

Rep. Alicia Rule  State Representative  Washington State 

Legislature   

Rep. April Berg  State Representative  Washington State Legislature  
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Name Role Representing 

Rep. Carolyn 

Eslick  

State Representative  Washington State Legislature  

Rep. Janice Zahn  State Representative  Washington State Legislature  

Rep. Joel McEnire  State Representative  Washington State Legislature  

Rep. Lisa Callan  State Representative  Washington State Legislature  

Rep. Mia 

Gregerson  

State Representative  Washington State Legislature  

Rep. Michael 

Keaton  

State Representative  Washington State Legislature  

Rep. Sharon 

Tomiko Santos 

State Representative Washington State Legislature 

Rep. Skyler Rude  State Representative  Washington State Legislature  

Rep. Steve 

Bergquist  

State Representative  Washington State Legislature  

Rep. Zach Hall State Representative Washington State Legislature 

Rich Moore  Program Administrator  Schools Insurance Association 

of Washington (SIAW)  

Rick Chisa  Government Relations Director  Public School Employees of 

Washington (PSE)  

Rick Doehle  Insurance Pool Administrator  United Schools Insurance 

Program (USIP)  

Roz Thompson  Director of Government Relations  Association of Washington 

School Principals (AWSP)  

Sara Zier  Director of Legal Services  TeamChild  

Sarah Butcher  Co-Executive Director  Roots of Inclusion  

Scott Lehrman  Commissioner  Commission on Asian Pacific 

American Affairs (CAPAA)  

Sen. Claire Wilson  Washington Senator  Washington State Legislature  

Sen. Drew Hansen  Washington Senator  Washington State Legislature  

Sen. Lisa Wellman  Washington Senator  Washington State Legislature  

Sen. Noel Frame  Washington Senator  Washington State Legislature  

Sen. Paul Harris  Washington Senator  Washington State Legislature  

Sen. Steve 

Conway  

Washington Senator  Washington State Legislature  
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Name Role Representing 

Sen. T'wina 

Nobles  

Washington Senator  Washington State Legislature  

Sharonne Navas  Co-Founder and Executive Director  Equity in Education Center  

Shaun Carey  Superintendent, Enumclaw School 

District  

School district administrators  

Shawna Moore  Student Success Dean, Highline Public 

Schools   

Washington Education 

Association (WEA)  

Sili Savusa     Commission on Asian Pacific 

American Affairs (CAPAA)  

Stacey Estes  Commissioner  Commission on African 

American Affairs (CAAA)  

Stacy Dym  Executive Director  The Arc of WA  

Tabatha Mires  Superintendent, Manson School District  School district administrators  

Tammy Ayers  Business Agent  Teamsters Local 763  

Tim Merlino  Superintendent, Educational Service 

District 112  

Association of Educational 

Service Districts (AESD)  

Tina Greene  Legislative Communications 

Coordinator  

Department of Revenue 

(DOR)  

Toron Wooldridge  Superintendent, Toppenish School 

District  

School district administrators  

Tricia Lubach  Executive Director  WSSDA  

Trisha Schock  Assistant Superintendent of 

Administrative Services, North Central 

Educational Service District   

Washington Association of 

School Business Officers 

(WASBO)  

Troy Nichols  Owner  The Nichols Group 

Government Relations, LLC  

Woody Howard  Principal, Vancouver Public Schools  Association of Washington 

School Principals (AWSP)  

  

 

 




