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Because seconds matter.

Our goal today:

Help you build a mental model for 
earthquakes and your school

• What happens during an earthquake? What happens when an 

earthquake occurs during school hours?

• What would you do during an earthquake at home with your family? 

What would you do if an earthquake happened at school?

• How can your school become better prepared to respond to an 

earthquake?
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Because seconds matter.

Why do we have 
earthquakes in 
Washington?
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Because seconds matter.

There are 3 kinds of damaging earthquakes in WA
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Because seconds matter.

What is it like 
to be in an 

earthquake?
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Because seconds matter.

What is it like 
to be in an 

earthquake?

• Earthquake shaking can last a few 
seconds or up to several minutes.

• You might hear a loud noise from the 
ground or from clattering furniture or 
building components

• The earthquake can feel like a pulse, or 
violent shaking, or gentle rolling

• Injuries most often happen when people 
are knocked to the ground or when heavy 
objects land on people.
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Because seconds matter.

What should you do if you feel 
an earthquake?



8

Because seconds matter.

Earthquake Early Warning for 
Washington schools
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Because seconds matter.

ShakeAlert Earthquake Early Warning can protect people in schools

What would you 

do if you had 15 

seconds of 

warning before 

shaking starts?
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Because seconds matter.

Mass public 

alerting via 

smartphones

Data product in XML format

Customized 

automated 

actions 





12

Because seconds matter.

Mass public 

alerting via 
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Because seconds matter.

➢ Student and staff have time to 

protect themselves.

➢ Earthquake drills are more realistic.

➢ ShakeAlert is incorporated into earth 

science curriculum and reinforces 

learning.

Stanwood-Camano is the first school district in WA 

to connect to ShakeAlert. Now, ShakeAlert protects 

nearly 5,000 staff and students across 13 buildings.

An earthquake in a school setting is dangerous. Strong 

ground motion can topple furniture, dislodge ceiling 

tiles, and toss students and teachers to the ground.
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Because seconds matter.

Several vendors provide low-cost ShakeAlert solutions to schools

Learn more about vendor services here:

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1hesObaqXGZABvCir4Vjapa2hZbu-gAl2

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1hesObaqXGZABvCir4Vjapa2hZbu-gAl2
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1hesObaqXGZABvCir4Vjapa2hZbu-gAl2
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1hesObaqXGZABvCir4Vjapa2hZbu-gAl2
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Because seconds matter.

Schools have access to high-quality educational resources 

• Classroom activities and lesson 
plans

• Educational videos and 
animations

• Tools for earthquake drills and 
exercises

Get started at IRIS.edu/ShakeAlert 
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Because seconds matter.

ShakeAlert Ready schools get even more resources

• ShakeAlert Ready Schools planning guide

• Webinar for administrators

• Staff professional development 

• School curricula customized by grade, K-12

• Parent/guardian presentation

• Family engagement letter

Resources available at: www.shakealert.org/education-
and-outreach/shakealert-ready-schools/

For administrators

For teachers

For parents



17

Because seconds matter.

Funding may be available for your 
school to implement ShakeAlert – 

reach out for more details
Gabriel Lotto – glotto@uw.edu 

mailto:glotto@uw.edu
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