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Other RCWs in RCW 28A Common School Provisions 
 
RCW 46 Motor Vehicles 
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WAC 392-141 Transportation—State allocation for operations. 
 
WAC 392-142 Transportation—Replacement and depreciation allocation. 
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RCW 28A.160 STUDENT TRANSPORTATION 
RCW 28A.160.010 Operation of student transportation program -- Responsibility of local district -
- Scope -- Transporting of elderly -- Insurance. 
 
RCW 28A.160.020 Authorization for private school students to ride buses -- Conditions. 
 
RCW 28A.160.030 Authorizing individual transportation or other arrangements. 
 
RCW 28A.160.040 Lease of buses to transport children with disabilities and elderly -- Limitation. 
 
RCW 28A.160.050 Lease of buses to transport children with disabilities and elderly -- Directors to 
authorize. 
 
RCW 28A.160.060 Lease of buses to transport children with disabilities and elderly -- Lease at 
local level -- Criteria. 
 
RCW 28A.160.070 Lease of buses to transport children with disabilities and elderly -- Elderly 
persons defined -- Program limitation. 
 
RCW 28A.160.080 School buses, rental, or lease for emergency purposes -- Authorization. 
 
RCW 28A.160.090 School buses, rental, or lease for emergency purposes -- Board to determine 
district policy -- Conditions if rent or lease. 
 
RCW 28A.160.100 School buses, transport of general public to interscholastic activities 
-- Limitations. 
 
RCW 28A.160.110 School buses, authorization for parent, guardian or custodian of a student to 
ride -- Limitations. 
 
RCW 28A.160.115 Bus routes. 
 
RCW 28A.160.117 Transportation efficiency reviews -- Reports. 
 
RCW 28A.160.120 Agreements with other governmental entities for transportation of public or 
other noncommon school purposes -- Limitations. 
 
RCW 28A.160.130 Transportation vehicle fund -- Deposits in -- Use -- Rules for establishment 
and use. 
 
RCW 28A.160.140 Contract for pupil transportation services with private nongovernmental entity 
-- Competitive bid procedures. 



 

RCW 28A.160.150 Student transportation allocation -- Operating costs, determination, and 
funding. 
 
RCW 28A.160.160 Student transportation allocation -- Definitions. 
 
RCW 28A.160.170 Student transportation allocation -- District's reports to superintendent. 
 
RCW 28A.160.180 Student transportation allocation determination -- Report. 
 
RCW 28A.160.185 Student transportation allocation – Additional allowed uses under and 
emergency – Accounting. 
 
RCW 28A.160.190 Student transportation allocation -- Notice -- Payment schedule. 
 
RCW 28A.160.191 Student transportation allocation -- Adequacy for certain districts -- 
Adjustment. 
 
RCW 28A.160.192 Student transportation allocation -- Distribution formula. 
 
RCW 28A.160.193 Transportation alternate funding grant program. 
 
RCW 28A.160.195 Vehicle acquisition -- School bus categories -- Competitive specifications -- 
Purchase -- Reimbursement -- Rules. 
 
RCW 28A.160.200 Vehicle acquisition -- Reimbursement schedule -- Maintenance and operation 
-- Depreciation schedule. 
 
RCW 28A.160.205 School bus replacement incentive program -- Rules. 
 
RCW 28A.160.210 School bus drivers -- Training and qualifications -- Rules. 
 
RCW 28A.160.225 Condensed compliance reports -- Second-class districts. 
 
RCW 28A.160.230 Maintenance and repair of school buses by fire protection districts – 
Authorized. 
 
RCW 28A.160.240 Transportation of infants. 
 
RCW 28A.160.250 Supplemental transportation allocation – Health care and pension benefits. 
 
RCW 28A.160.260 Zero emission school buses – Cost of ownership formula – Qualified 
reimbursement – Exceptions.



 

OTHER RCWS IN RCW 28A COMMON SCHOOL 
PROVISIONS 
 

RCW 28A.150 GENERAL PROVISIONS 
RCW 28A.150.200 Program of basic education. 
 

RCW 28A.150 GENERAL PROVISIONS 
RCW 28A.150.203 Definitions. 
(11) Definition of school year 
 

RCW 28A.150 GENERAL PROVISIONS 
RCW 28A.150.220 Basic education — Minimum instructional requirements — Program 
accessibility — Rules. 
 

RCW 28A.150 GENERAL PROVISIONS 
RCW 28A.150.280 Reimbursement for acquisition of approved transportation equipment — 
Method. 
 

RCW 28A.150 GENERAL PROVISIONS 
RCW 28A.150.290 State superintendent to make rules and regulations — Unforeseen conditions 
or actions to be recognized — Paperwork limited. 
 

RCW 28A.155 SPECIAL EDUCATION 
RCW 28A.155.020 Administration of program in the office of the superintendent of public 
instruction — Adoption of definitions by rule — Local school district powers not limited. 
 

RCW 28A.310 EDUCATIONAL SERVICE 
DISTRICTS 
RCW 28A.310.180 ESD board — Compliance with rules and regulations — Depository and 
distribution center — Cooperative service programs, joint purchasing programs, and direct 



 

student service programs including pupil transportation. 
 

RCW 28A.320 PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO 
ALL DISTRICTS 
RCW 28A.320.300 Investment of funds, including funds received by ESD — Authority 
— Procedure. 
 

RCW 28A.330 PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO 
SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
RCW 28A.330.250 Condensed compliance reports. 
 

RCW 28A.335 SCHOOL DISTRICTS' PROPERTY 
RCW 28A.335.160 Joint educational facilities — Rules. 
 

RCW 28A.335 SCHOOL DISTRICTS' PROPERTY 
RCW 28A.335.180 Surplus texts and other educational aids, notice of availability — Student 
priority as to texts. 

RCW 28A.335 SCHOOL DISTRICTS' PROPERTY 
RCW 28A.335.190 Advertising for bids — Competitive bid procedures — Purchases from inmate 
work programs — Telephone or written quotation solicitation, limitations — Emergencies. 
 

RCW 28A.335 SCHOOL DISTRICTS' PROPERTY 
RCW 28A.335.200 Conditional sales contracts for acquisition of property or property rights. 
 

RCW 28A.400 EMPLOYEES 
RCW 28A.400.303 Record checks for employees. 
 

RCW 28A.400 EMPLOYEES 
RCW 28A.400.320 Crimes against children — Mandatory termination of classified employees — 
Appeal — Recovery of salary or compensation by district. 



 

 

RCW 28A.400 EMPLOYEES 
RCW 28A.400.350 Liability, life, health, health care, accident, disability, and salary insurance 
authorized — Health savings accounts — Premiums — Noncompliance. 
 

RCW 28A.510 APPORTIONMENT TO DISTRICT 
— DISTRICT ACCOUNTING 
RCW 28A.510.250 By state superintendent. (Apportionment Schedule) 
 

RCW 28A.530 DISTRICT BONDS FOR LAND, 
BUILDINGS, AND EQUIPMENT 
RCW 28A.530.080 Additional authority to contract indebtedness — Notice. 
 

RCW 28A.545 PAYMENT TO HIGH SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS 
RCW 28A.545.100 Amount due reflects cost of education and transportation of students. 
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RCW 46 MOTOR VEHICLES 

RCW 46.04 DEFINITIONS 
RCW 46.04.140 Commercial vehicle.  
RCW 46.04.382 Passenger Car. 
RCW 46.04.416 Private carrier bus.  
RCW 46.04.521 School bus. 
RCW 46.04.600 Traffic control signal. 
 

RCW 46.08 GENERAL PROVISIONS 
RCW 46.08.065 Publicly owned vehicles to be marked 
 

RCW 46.16A REGISTRATION 
RCW 46.16A.170 Exemptions from vehicle license fees 
 

RCW 46.20 DRIVERS’ LICENSES – 
IDENTICARDS 
RCW 46.20.045 School bus, for hire drivers – age 
 

RCW 46.25 UNIFORM COMMERCIAL DRIVER’S 
LICENSE ACT 
RCW 46.25.010 Definitions. (Commercial Vehicle) 
RCW 46.25.050 Commercial driver's license required — Exceptions, restrictions, reciprocity. 
RCW 46.25.055 Medical examiner's certificate — Required. 
RCW 46.25.057 Medical examiner's certificate — Failure to carry — Penalty. 
RCW 46.25.090 Disqualification—Grounds for, period of—Records. (Effective November 18, 2024.) 
 

RCW 46.32 VEHICLE INSPECTION 
RCW 46.32.010 Types of inspection authorized — Duties of state patrol — Penalties. 
RCW 46.32.070 Inspection of damaged vehicle. 
 



 

RCW 46.37 VEHICLE LIGHTING AND OTHER 
EQUIPMENT 
RCW 46.37.190 Warning devices on vehicles — Other drivers yield and stop.  
RCW 46.37.193 Signs on buses 
RCW 46.37.195 Sale of emergency vehicle lighting equipment restricted — Removal of 
emergency vehicle equipment, when required — Exception. 
RCW 46.37.215 Hazard warning lamps 
RCW 46.37.290 Special lighting equipment on school buses and private carrier buses.  
RCW 46.37.420 Tires — Restrictions. 
RCW 46.37.620 School buses — Crossing arms.  
RCW 46.37.630 Private school buses 
 

RCW 46.44 SIZE, WEIGHT, AND LOAD 
RCW 46.44.030 Maximum lengths. 
 

RCW 46.61 RULES OF THE ROAD 
RCW 46.61.150 Driving on divided highways. 
RCW 46.61.261 Sidewalks, crosswalks — Pedestrians, bicycles. 
RCW 46.61.275 Reporting of certain speed zone violations — Subsequent law enforcement 
investigation. 
RCW 46.61.350 Certain vehicles must stop at all railroad grade crossings — Exceptions 
— Definition. 
RCW 46.61.370 Overtaking or meeting school bus, exceptions — Duties of bus driver 
— Penalty — Safety cameras. 
RCW 46.61.371 School bus stop sign violators — Identification by vehicle owner. 
RCW 46.61.372 School bus stop sign violators — Report by bus driver — Law enforcement 
investigation. 
RCW 46.61.375 Overtaking or meeting private carrier bus — Duties of bus driver.  
RCW 46.61.380 Rules for design, marking, and mode of operating school buses.  
RCW 46.61.385 School patrol — Appointment — Authority — Finance — Insurance.  
RCW 46.61.400 Basic Rule and maximum limits 
RCW 46.61.687 Child passenger restraint required… Exceptions 
 

CFR RELATED 
49 CFR 390.3 (f)(1)and (2) Exemption of school operations 
 
WAC 446.65.010 WSP adopting 49 CFRs 
 
Top of Index 



 

RCW 28A.160.010 OPERATION OF STUDENT 
TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM — 
RESPONSIBILITY OF LOCAL DISTRICT — 
SCOPE — TRANSPORTING OF ELDERLY — 
INSURANCE. 
 
The operation of each local school district's student transportation program is declared to be the 
responsibility of the respective board of directors, and each board of directors shall determine such 
matters as which individual students shall be transported and what routes shall be most efficiently 
utilized except as provided in RCW 28A.160.240. State moneys allocated to local districts for 
student transportation shall be spent only for student transportation activities, but need not be 
spent by the local district in the same manner as calculated and allocated by the state. 
A school district is authorized to provide for the transportation of students enrolled in the school or 
schools of the district both in the case of students who reside within the boundaries of the district 
and of students who reside outside the boundaries of the district. 
When children are transported from one school district to another the board of directors of the 
respective districts may enter into a written contract providing for a division of the cost of such 
transportation between the districts. 
School districts may use school buses and drivers hired by the district or commercial chartered bus 
service for the transportation of school children and the school employees necessary for their 
supervision to and from any school activities within or without the school district during or after 
school hours and whether or not a required school activity, so long as the school board has 
officially designated it as a school activity. For any extracurricular uses, the school board shall 
charge an amount sufficient to reimburse the district for its cost. 
In addition to the right to contract for the use of buses provided in 
RCW 28A.160.080 and 28A.160.090, any school district may contract to furnish the use of school 
buses of that district to other users who are engaged in conducting an educational or recreational 
program supported wholly or in part by tax funds or programs for elderly persons at times when 
those buses are not needed by that district and under such terms as will fully reimburse such 
school district for all costs related or incident thereto: PROVIDED, HOWEVER, That no such use of 
school district buses shall be permitted except where other public or private transportation 
certificated or licensed by the Washington utilities and transportation commission is not reasonably 
available to the user: PROVIDED FURTHER, That no user shall be required to accept any charter bus 
for services which the user believes might place the health or safety of the children or elderly 
persons in jeopardy. 
Whenever any persons are transported by the school district in its own motor vehicles and by its 
own employees, the board may provide insurance to protect the district against loss, whether by 
reason of theft, fire or property damage to the motor vehicle or by reason of liability of the district 
to persons from the operation of such motor vehicle. 
The board may provide insurance by contract purchase for payment of hospital and medical 
expenses for the benefit of persons injured while they are on, getting on, or getting off any vehicles 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.160.240
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.160.080
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.160.090


 

enumerated herein without respect to any fault or liability on the part of the school district or 
operator. This insurance may be provided without cost to the persons notwithstanding the 
provisions of RCW 28A.400.350. 
If the transportation of children or elderly persons is arranged for by contract of the district with 
some person, the board may require such contractor to procure such insurance as the board deems 
advisable. 
 
[ 2020 c 339 § 3; 1990 c 33 § 132; 1986 c 32 § 1; 1983 1st ex.s. c 61 § 1; 1981 c 265 § 10; 1980 c 122 § 
2; 1973 c 45 § 1; 1971 c 24 § 3; 1969 ex.s. c 153 § 3; 1969 ex.s. c 223 § 28A.24.055. Prior: (i) 1969 c 53 
§ 1; 1967 ex.s. c 29 § 1, part; 1967 c 12 § 1, part; 1965 ex.s. c 49 § 1, part; 1963 c 104 § 1, part; 1963 c 
5 § 1, part; 1961 c 305 § 1, part; 1961 c 237 § 1, part; 1961 c 66 § 1, part; 1955 c 68 § 2, part; prior: 
1943 c 52 § 1, part; 1941 c 179 § 1, part; 1939 c 131 § 1, part; 1925 ex.s. c 57 § 1, part; 1919 c 90 § 3, 
part; 1915 c 44 § 1, part; 1909 c 97 p 285 § 2, part; 1907 c 240 § 5, part; 1903 c 104 § 17, part; Rem. 
Supp. 1943 § 4776, part. Formerly RCW 28.58.100, part. (ii) 1965 ex.s. c 86 § 1. Formerly 
RCW 28A.24.055, 28.58.421.] 
 
Legislative Website for RCW 28A.160.010 
 
Top of Index 
 
Top of RCW 28A.160 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.400.350
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.160.010


 

RCW 28A.160.020 AUTHORIZATION FOR 
PRIVATE SCHOOL STUDENTS TO RIDE BUSES 
— CONDITIONS. 
 
Every school district board of directors may authorize children attending a private school approved 
in accordance with RCW 28A.195.010 to ride a school bus or other student transportation vehicle to 
and from school so long as the following conditions are met: 
(1) The board of directors shall not be required to alter those bus routes or stops established 
for transporting public school students; 
(2) Private school students shall be allowed to ride on a seat-available basis only; and 
(3) The board of directors shall charge an amount sufficient to reimburse the district for the 
actual per seat cost of providing such transportation. 
 
[1990 c 33 § 133; 1981 c 307 § 1. Formerly RCW 28A.24.065.] 
 
Legislative Website for RCW 28A.160.020 
 
Top of Index 
 
Top of RCW 28A.160 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.160.020


 

RCW 28A.160.030 AUTHORIZING INDIVIDUAL 
TRANSPORTATION OR OTHER 
ARRANGEMENTS. 
 
Individual transportation, board and room, and other arrangements may be authorized or provided 
and, in whole or part, paid for or reimbursed by a school district, when approved by the 
educational service district superintendent or his or her designee pursuant to rules promulgated by 
the superintendent of public instruction for that purpose: PROVIDED, That the total of payments for 
board and room and transportation incidental thereto shall not exceed the amount which would 
otherwise be paid for such individual transportation. 
 
[1981 c 265 § 11; 1977 c 80 § 2; 1971 ex.s. c 66 § 10; 1969 ex.s. c 223 § 28A.24.100. 
Prior: 1965 ex.s. c 154 § 9. Formerly RCW 28A.24.100, 28.24.100.] 
 
Legislative Website for RCW 28A.160.030 
 
Top of Index 
 
Top of RCW 28A.160 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.160.030


 

RCW 28A.160.040 LEASE OF BUSES TO 
TRANSPORT CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES 
AND ELDERLY — LIMITATION. 
 
The directors of school districts are authorized to lease school buses to nonprofit organizations to 
transport children with disabilities and elderly persons to and from the site of activities or programs 
deemed beneficial to such persons by such organizations: PROVIDED, that commercial bus 
transportation is not reasonably available for such purposes. 
 
[1995 c 77 § 16; 1973 c 45 § 2; 1971 c 78 § 1. Formerly RCW 28A.24.110.] 
 
Legislative Website for RCW 28A.160.040 
 
Top of Index 
 
Top of RCW 28A.160 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.160.040


 

RCW 28A.160.050 LEASE OF BUSES TO 
TRANSPORT CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES 
AND ELDERLY — DIRECTORS TO AUTHORIZE. 
 
The directors of school districts may authorize leases under RCW 28A.160.040 through 
28A.160.060: PROVIDED, that such leases do not conflict with regular school purposes. 
 
[1990 c 33 § 134; 1971 c 78 § 2. Formerly RCW 28A.24.111.] 
 
Legislative Website for RCW 28A.160.050 
 
Top of Index 
 
Top of RCW 28A.160 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.160.050


 

RCW 28A.160.060 LEASE OF BUSES TO 
TRANSPORT CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES 
AND ELDERLY — LEASE AT LOCAL LEVEL — 
CRITERIA. 
 
The lease of the equipment shall be handled by the school directors at a local level. The school 
directors may establish criteria for bus use and lease, including, but not limited to, minimum costs, 
and driver requirements. 
 
[1971 c 78 § 3. Formerly RCW 28A.24.112.] 
 
Legislative Website for RCW 28A.160.060 
 
Top of Index 
 
Top of RCW 28A.160 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.160.060


 

RCW 28A.160.070 LEASE OF BUSES TO 
TRANSPORT CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES 
AND ELDERLY — ELDERLY PERSONS DEFINED 
— PROGRAM LIMITATION. 
 
For purposes of RCW 28A.160.010 and 28A.160.040, "elderly person" shall mean a person who is at 
least sixty years of age. No school district funds may be used for the operation of such a program. 
 
[1990 c 33 § 135; 1973 c 45 § 3. Formerly RCW 28A.24.120.] 
 
Legislative Website for RCW 28A.160.070 
 
Top of Index 
 
Top of RCW 28A.160 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.160.070


 

RCW 28A.160.080 SCHOOL BUSES, RENTAL 
OR LEASE FOR EMERGENCY PURPOSES — 
AUTHORIZATION. 
 
It is the intent of the legislature and the purpose of RCW 28A.160.010, 28A.160.080, and 
28A.160.090 that in the event of major forest fires, floods, or other natural emergencies that boards 
of directors of school districts, in their discretion, may rent or lease school buses to governmental 
agencies for the purposes of transporting personnel, supplies and/or evacuees. 
 
[1990 c 33 § 136; 1971 c 24 § 1. Formerly RCW 28A.24.170.] 
 
Legislative Website for RCW 28A.160.080 
 
Top of Index 
 
Top of RCW 28A.160 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.160.080


 

RCW 28A.160.090 SCHOOL BUSES, RENTAL 
OR LEASE FOR EMERGENCY PURPOSES — 
BOARD TO DETERMINE DISTRICT POLICY — 
CONDITIONS IF RENT OR LEASE. 
 
Each school district board shall determine its own policy as to whether or not its school buses will 
be rented or leased for the purposes of RCW 28A.160.080, and if the board decision is to rent or 
lease, under what conditions, subject to the following: 
(1) Such renting or leasing may take place only after the director of commerce or any of his or her 
agents so authorized has, at the request of an involved governmental agency, declared that an 
emergency exists in a designated area insofar as the need for additional transport is concerned. 
(2) The agency renting or leasing the school buses must agree, in writing, to reimburse the school 
district for all costs and expenses related to their use and also must provide an indemnity 
agreement protecting the district against any type of claim or legal action whatsoever, including all 
legal costs incident thereto. 
 
[ 2023 c 470 § 2005; 1995 c 399 § 20; 1990 c 33 § 137; 1986 c 266 § 21; 1985 c 7 § 88; 1974 ex.s. c 
171 § 1; 1971 c 24 § 2. Formerly RCW 28A.24.172.] 
 
Legislative Website for RCW 28A.160.090 
 
Top of Index 
 
Top of RCW 28A.160 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.160.080
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.160.090


 

RCW 28A.160.100 SCHOOL BUSES, 
TRANSPORT OF GENERAL PUBLIC TO 
INTERSCHOLASTIC ACTIVITIES — 
LIMITATIONS. 
 
In addition to the authority otherwise provided in RCW 28A.160.010 through 28A.160.120 to school 
districts for the transportation of persons, whether school children, school personnel, or otherwise, 
any school district authorized to use school buses and drivers hired by the district for the 
transportation of school children to and from a school activity, along with such school employees 
as necessary for their supervision, shall, if such school activity be an interscholastic activity, be 
authorized to transport members of the general public to such event and utilize the school district's 
buses, transportation equipment and facilities, and employees therefor: PROVIDED, That provision 
shall be made for the reimbursement and payment to the school district by such members of the 
general public of not less than the district's actual costs and the reasonable value of the use of the 
district's buses and facilities provided in connection with such transportation: PROVIDED FURTHER, 
That wherever private transportation certified or licensed by the utilities and transportation 
commission or public transportation is reasonably available, this section shall not apply. 
 
[2006 c 263 § 907; 1990 c 33 § 138; 1980 c 91 § 1. Formerly RCW 28A.24.175.] 
 
Legislative Website for RCW 28A.160.100 
 
Top of Index 
 
Top of RCW 28A.160 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.160.100


 

RCW 28A.160.110 SCHOOL BUSES, 
AUTHORIZATION FOR PARENT, GUARDIAN, 
OR CUSTODIAN OF A STUDENT TO RIDE — 
LIMITATIONS. 
 
Every school district board of directors may authorize any parent, guardian or custodian of a 
student enrolled in the district to ride a school bus or other student transportation vehicle at the 
request of school officials or employees designated by the board: PROVIDED, That excess seating 
space is available on the vehicle after the transportation needs of students have been met: 
PROVIDED FURTHER, That private or other public transportation of the parent, guardian or 
custodian is not reasonable in the board's judgment. 
 
[1980 c 122 § 1. Formerly RCW 28A.24.178.] 
 
Legislative Website for RCW 28A.160.110 
 
Top of Index 
 
Top of RCW 28A.160 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.160.110


 

RCW 28A.160.115 BUS ROUTES. 
 
On highways divided into separate roadways as provided in RCW 46.61.150 and highways with 
three or more marked traffic lanes, public school district bus routes and private school bus routes 
shall serve each side of the highway so that students do not have to cross the highway, unless 
there is a traffic control signal as defined in RCW 46.04.600 or an adult crossing guard within three 
hundred feet of the bus stop to assist students while crossing such multiple-lane highways. 
 
[1990 c 241 § 11.] 
 
Legislative Website for RCW 28A.160.115 
 
Top of Index 
 
Top of RCW 28A.160 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.160.115


 

RCW 28A.160.117 TRANSPORTATION 
EFFICIENCY REVIEWS — REPORTS. 
 
(1) The superintendent of public instruction shall encourage efficient use of state resources by 
providing a linear programming process that compares school district transportation operations. If 
a school district's operation is calculated to be less than ninety percent efficient, the regional 
transportation coordinators shall provide an individual review to determine what measures are 
available to the school district to improve efficiency. The evaluation shall include such measures as: 
(a) Efficient routing of buses; 
(b) Efficient use of vehicle capacity; and 
(c) Reasonable controls on compensation costs. 
(2) The superintendent shall submit to the fiscal and education committees of the legislature 
no later than December 1st of each year a report summarizing the efficiency reviews and the 
resulting changes implemented by school districts in response to the recommendations of the 
regional transportation coordinators. 
 
[2009 c 548 § 310.] 
 
Legislative Website for RCW 28A.160.117 
 
Top of Index 
 
Top of RCW 28A.160 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.160.117


 

RCW 28A.160.120 AGREEMENTS WITH OTHER 
GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES FOR 
TRANSPORTATION OF PUBLIC OR OTHER 
NONCOMMON SCHOOL PURPOSES — 
LIMITATIONS. 
 
Any school district board of directors or any intermediate school district board may enter into 
agreements pursuant to chapter 39.34 RCW or chapter 35.58 RCW, as now or hereafter amended, 
with any city, town, county, metropolitan municipal corporation, and any federal or other state 
governmental entity, or any combination of the foregoing, for the purpose of providing for the 
transportation of students and/or members of the public through the use, in whole or part, of the 
school district's buses, transportation equipment and facilities, and employees: PROVIDED, That any 
agreement entered into for purposes of transportation pursuant to this section shall conform with 
the provisions of RCW 35.58.250 where applicable and shall provide for the reimbursement and 
payment to the school district of not less than the district's actual costs and the reasonable value of 
the use of the district's buses, and transportation equipment and supplies which are incurred and 
otherwise provided in connection with the transportation of members of the public or other 
noncommon school purposes: PROVIDED FURTHER, That wherever public transportation, or private 
transportation certified or licensed by the Washington utilities and transportation commission is 
not reasonably available, the school district or intermediate school district may transport members 
of the public so long as they are reimbursed for the cost of such transportation, and such 
transportation has been approved by any metropolitan municipal corporation performing public 
transportation pursuant to chapter 35.58 RCW in the area to be served by the district. 
 
[1974 ex.s. c 93 § 1. Formerly RCW 28A.24.180.] 
 
Legislative Website for RCW 28A.160.120 
 
Top of Index 
 
Top of RCW 28A.160 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=39.34
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=35.58
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=35.58.250
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=35.58
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.160.120


 

RCW 28A.160.130 TRANSPORTATION 
VEHICLE FUND — DEPOSITS IN — USE — 
RULES FOR ESTABLISHMENT AND USE. 
 
(1) There is created a fund on deposit with each county treasurer for each school district of the 
county, which shall be known as the transportation vehicle fund. Money to be deposited into the 
transportation vehicle fund shall include, but is not limited to, the following: 
(a) The balance of accounts held in the general fund of each school district for the purchase of 
approved transportation equipment and for major transportation equipment repairs under 
RCW 28A.150.280. The amount transferred shall be the balance of the account as of September 1, 
1982; 
(b) Reimbursement payments provided for in RCW 28A.160.200 except those provided under 
RCW 28A.160.200(3) that are necessary for contracted payments to private carriers; 
(c) Earnings from transportation vehicle fund investments as authorized in RCW 28A.320.300; and 
(d) The district's share of the proceeds from the sale of transportation vehicles, as determined by 
the superintendent of public instruction. 
(2) Funds in the transportation vehicle fund may be used for the following purposes: 
(a) Purchase of pupil transportation vehicles pursuant to RCW 28A.160.200 and 28A.150.280; 
(b) Payment of conditional sales contracts as authorized in RCW 28A.335.200 or payment of 
obligations authorized in RCW 28A.530.080, entered into or issued for the purpose of pupil 
transportation vehicles; 
(c) Major repairs to pupil transportation vehicles; 
(d) To complete a feasibility plan to transition from gas or diesel pupil transportation vehicles to 
electric or zero emission pupil transportation vehicles; 
(e) Purchase, installation, and repair of electric pupil transportation vehicle charging stations and 
other zero emission pupil transportation vehicle fueling stations and for other costs necessary for 
station installation; and 
(f) Converting or repowering existing gas or diesel pupil transportation vehicles to electric or zero 
emission pupil transportation vehicles. 
(3) The superintendent of public instruction shall adopt rules which shall establish the standards, 
conditions, and procedures governing the establishment and use of the transportation vehicle 
fund. The rules shall not permit the transfer of funds from the transportation vehicle fund to any 
other fund of the district. 
 
[ 2022 c 200 § 1; 2009 c 564 § 919; 1991 c 114 § 2; 1990 c 33 § 139; 1981 c 265 § 7. Formerly 
RCW 28A.58.428.] 
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RCW 28A.160.140 CONTRACT FOR PUPIL 
TRANSPORTATION SERVICES WITH PRIVATE 
NONGOVERNMENTAL ENTITY—COMPETITIVE 
BID PROCEDURES—REQUIREMENT FOR 
HEALTH CARE AND PENSION BENEFITS. 

 
(1) As a condition of entering into a pupil transportation services contract with a private 
nongovernmental entity, each school district shall engage in an open competitive process at least 
once every five years. This requirement shall not be construed to prohibit a district from entering 
into a pupil transportation services contract of less than five years in duration with a district option 
to renew, extend, or terminate the contract, if the district engages in an open competitive process 
at least once every five years after July 26, 1987. If a school district enters into a pupil 
transportation services contract with a private nongovernmental entity that uses zero emission 
school buses to transport students for the school district, the contract period may be up to seven 
years in duration. 
(2)(a) A school district may only enter into, renew, or extend a pupil transportation services contract 
with a private nongovernmental entity if that entity provides the following to, or on behalf of, its 
employees who choose to opt in for coverage: 
(i) An employer health benefits contribution equal to the employer payment dollar amount in effect 
for the first year of the contract for health care benefit rates (cockle rates), published annually by 
the health care authority, for the school employees' benefits board program for school employees; 
and 
(ii) An amount equivalent to the salaries of the employees of the private nongovernmental entity 
multiplied by the employer normal cost contribution rate determined under the entry age cost 
method for the school employees' retirement system, as published in the most recent actuarial 
valuation report from the office of the state actuary for the first year of the contract. 
(b) All pupil transportation service contracts entered into or modified after June 6, 2024, must 
include a detailed explanation of any contract cost increase by year, expenditure type, and amount, 
including any increases in cost that result from providing the benefits required under this section. 
(c) For contracts entered into, renewed, or extended in the 2024 calendar year, the benefits 
required under this section must be provided to employees by the beginning of the 2025-26 
school year. 
(3) Once the total cost of ownership of zero emission school buses is at or below the total cost of 
ownership of diesel school buses, as determined under the formulas adopted by rule pursuant to 
RCW 28A.160.260, a school district may only enter into, renew, or extend a pupil transportation 
services contract with a nongovernmental entity that uses zero emission school buses to transport 
students for the school district. The office of the superintendent of public instruction must provide 
an exception to this requirement, upon request from the school district, if the school district meets 
the criteria in RCW 28A.160.260(3)(a) (ii) through (iv). The requirements of this subsection do not 
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prohibit the use of externally vented fuel-operated passenger heaters from November 15th 
through March 15th annually until other viable alternatives become available. 
(4) As used in this section: 
(a) "Employees" means in-state employees of the private nongovernmental entity working 
sufficient compensated hours performing services pursuant to the contract with the school district 
to meet the eligibility requirements for the school employees' benefits board program if the 
employees were directly employed by a school district; 
(b) "Open competitive process" means either one of the following, at the choice of the school 
district: 
(i) The solicitation of bids or quotations and the award of contracts under RCW 28A.335.190; or 
(ii) The competitive solicitation of proposals and their evaluation consistent with the process and 
criteria recommended or required, as the case may be, by the office of financial management for 
state agency acquisition of personal service contractors; 
(c) "Pupil transportation services contract" means a contract for the operation of privately owned or 
school district owned school buses, and the services of drivers or operators, management and 
supervisory personnel, and their support personnel such as secretaries, dispatchers, and mechanics, 
or any combination thereof, to provide students with transportation to and from school on a 
regular basis; 
(d) "School bus" means a motor vehicle as defined in RCW 46.04.521 and under the rules of the 
superintendent of public instruction; and 
(e) "Zero emission school bus" means a school bus that produces zero exhaust emission of any air 
pollutant and any greenhouse gas other than water vapor. 
 
[ 2024 c 345 s 5; 2024 c 313 s 2; 1990 c 33 s 140; 1987 c 141 s 2. Formerly RCW 28A.58.133.] 
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RCW 28A.160.150 STUDENT 
TRANSPORTATION ALLOCATION — 
OPERATING COSTS, DETERMINATION AND 
FUNDING. 
 
Funds allocated for transportation costs, except for funds provided for transportation and 
transportation services to and from school shall be in addition to the basic education allocation. 
The distribution formula developed in RCW 28A.160.150 through 28A.160.180 shall be for 
allocation purposes only and shall not be construed as mandating specific levels of pupil 
transportation services by local districts nor the type of vehicle to be used for pupil transportation, 
except as provided in RCW 28A.160.195. School districts are encouraged to use a vehicle type 
deemed by a district to be a safe and cost-effective manner of transporting its students, including 
using school buses and other vehicles, and may use the student transportation allocation 
accordingly. Operating costs as determined under RCW 28A.160.150 through 28A.160.180 shall be 
funded at 100 percent or as close thereto as reasonably possible for transportation of an eligible 
student to and from school as defined in RCW 28A.160.160(3). In addition, funding shall be 
provided for transportation services for students living within the walk area as determined under 
RCW 28A.160.160(5). 
 
[ 2025 c 372 s 1; 2009 c 548 s 304; 1996 c 279 s 1; 1990 c 33 s 141; 1983 1st ex.s. c 61 s 2; 1981 c 
265 s 1. Formerly RCW 28A.41.505.] 
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RCW 28A.160.160 STUDENT 
TRANSPORTATION ALLOCATION — 
DEFINITIONS. 
 
For purposes of RCW 28A.160.150 through 28A.160.190, except where the context shall clearly 
indicate otherwise, the following definitions apply: 
(1)  "Eligible student" means any student served by the transportation program of a school district 
or compensated for individual transportation arrangements authorized by RCW 28A.160.030 whose 
route stop is outside the walk area for a student's school, except if the student to be transported is 
disabled under RCW 28A.155.020 and is either not ambulatory or not capable of protecting his or 
her own welfare while traveling to or from the school or agency where special education services 
are provided, in which case no mileage distance restriction applies. 
(2)  "Superintendent" means the superintendent of public instruction. 
(3)  "To and from school" means the transportation of students for the following purposes: 
(a)  Transportation to and from route stops and schools; 
(b)  Transportation to and from schools pursuant to an interdistrict agreement pursuant to RCW 
28A.335.160; 
(c)  Transportation of students between schools and learning centers for instruction specifically 
required by statute; and 
(d)  Transportation of students with disabilities to and from schools and agencies for special 
education services. 
Academic extended day transportation for the instructional program of basic education under RCW 
28A.150.220 shall be considered part of transportation of students "to and from school" for the 
purposes of this section. Transportation for field trips may not be considered part of transportation 
of students "to and from school" under this section. 
(4)  "Transportation services" for students living within the walk area includes the coordination of 
walk-to-school programs, the funding of crossing guards, and matching funds for local and state 
transportation projects intended to mitigate hazardous walking conditions. Priority for 
transportation services shall be given to students in grades kindergarten through five. 
(5)  As used in this section, "walk area" means that area around a school with an adequate roadway 
configuration to provide students access to school with a walking distance of less than one mile. 
Mileage must be measured along the shortest roadway or maintained public walkway where 
hazardous conditions do not exist. The hazardous conditions must be documented by a process 
established in rule by the superintendent of public instruction and must include roadway, 
environmental, and social conditions. Each elementary school shall identify walk routes within the 
walk area. 
 
[2009 c 548 § 305; 1996 c 279 § 2; 1995 c 77 § 17; 1990 c 33 § 142; 1983 1st ex.s. c 
61 § 3; 1981 c 265 § 2. Formerly RCW 28A.41.510.] 
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RCW 28A.160.170 STUDENT 
TRANSPORTATION ALLOCATION — 
DISTRICT'S REPORTS TO SUPERINTENDENT. 
 
Each district shall submit three times each year to the superintendent of public instruction during 
October, February, and May of each year a report containing the following: 
(1)(a) The number of eligible students transported to and from school as provided for in 
RCW 28A.160.150, along with identification of stop locations and school locations, and (b) the 
number of miles driven for pupil transportation services as authorized in RCW 28A.160.150 the 
previous school year; and 
(2) Other operational data and descriptions as required by the superintendent to determine 
allocation requirements for each district. The superintendent shall require that districts separate the 
costs of operating the program for the transportation of eligible students to and from school as 
defined by RCW 28A.160.160(3), non-to-and-from-school pupil transportation costs, and costs to 
provide expanded services under RCW 28A.160.185(1) in the annual financial statement. The cost, 
quantity, and type of all fuel purchased by school districts for use in to-and-from-school 
transportation shall be included in the annual financial statement. 
Each district shall submit the information required in this section on a timely basis as a condition of 
the continuing receipt of school transportation moneys. 
 
[ 2021 c 234 § 3; 2009 c 548 § 306; 2007 c 139 § 1; 1990 c 33 § 143; 1983 1st ex.s. c 61 § 4; 1981 c 
265 § 3. Formerly RCW 28A.41.515.] 
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RCW 28A.160.180 STUDENT 
TRANSPORTATION ALLOCATION 
DETERMINATION — REPORT. 
 
Each district's annual student transportation allocation shall be determined by the superintendent 
of public instruction in the following manner: 
(1)  The superintendent shall annually calculate the transportation allocation for those services 
provided for in RCW 28A.160.150. The allocation formula may be adjusted to include such 
additional differential factors as basic and special passenger counts as defined by the 
superintendent of public instruction, average distance to school, and number of locations served. 
(2)  The allocation shall be based on a regression analysis of the number of basic and special 
students transported and as many other site characteristics that are identified as being statistically 
significant. 
(3)  The transportation allocation for transporting students in district-owned passenger cars, as 
defined in RCW 46.04.382, pursuant to RCW 28A.160.010 for services provided for in RCW 
28A.160.150 if a school district deems it advisable to use such vehicles after the school district 
board of directors has considered the safety of the students being transported as well as the 
economy of utilizing a district-owned passenger car in lieu of a school bus is the private vehicle 
reimbursement rate in effect on September 1st of each school year. Students transported in 
district-owned passenger cars must be included in the corresponding basic or special passenger 
counts. 
(4)  Prior to June 1st of each year the superintendent shall submit to the office of financial 
management, and the education and fiscal committees of the legislature, a report outlining the 
methodology and rationale used in determining the statistical coefficients for each site 
characteristic used to determine the allocation for the following year. 
 
[2009 c 548 § 307; 1996 c 279 § 3; 1995 c 77 § 18; 1990 c 33 § 144; 1985 c 59 § 1; 
1983 1st ex.s. c 61 § 5; 1982 1st ex.s. c 24 § 2; 1981 c 265 § 4. Formerly RCW 28A.41.520.] 
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RCW 28A.160.185 STUDENT 
TRANSPORTATION ALLOCATION—
ADDITIONAL ALLOWED USES UNDER AN 
EMERGENCY—ACCOUNTING. 
 
(1) If a school or school district is providing full remote or partial remote instruction under the 
authority of RCW 28A.150.290 due to a local, state, or national emergency that causes a substantial 
disruption to full in-person instruction then, in addition to the transportation services allowed 
under this chapter, the district may use student transportation allocations to provide the following 
expanded services to students, regardless of whether those students would qualify as eligible 
students under RCW 28A.160.160: 
(a) Delivery of educational services necessary to provide students with the opportunity to equitably 
access educational services during the period of remote instruction. Delivery of educational services 
include the transportation of materials, hardware, and other supports that assist students in 
accessing remote instruction, internet connectivity, or the curriculum; 
(b) Delivery of meals to students; and 
(c) Providing for the transportation of students to and from learning centers or other public or 
private agencies where educational and support services are being provided to students during the 
period of remote instruction. "Providing for" includes the provision of payments to allow students 
to use public transit to access the educational and support services. 
(2) Nothing in this section is intended to limit a district's ability to use transportation allocations to 
pay for fixed transportation costs, such as school bus maintenance and basic administrative, 
regulatory, safety, or operational expenses. 
(3) If a district provides expanded services under subsection (1) of this section, the district must 
track by a separate accounting code the expenditures incurred by the district in providing such 
services. This data must be included in the report required under RCW 28A.160.170(2). 
 
[ 2021 c 234 § 2.] 
 
Legislative Website for RCW 28A.160.185 
 
Top of Index 
 
Top of RCW 28A.160 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.150.290
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.160.160
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.160.170
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.160.185


 

RCW 28A.160.190 STUDENT 
TRANSPORTATION ALLOCATION — NOTICE 
— PAYMENT SCHEDULE. 
 
The superintendent shall notify districts of their student transportation allocation before January 
15th. The superintendent shall recalculate and prorate the district's allocation for the transportation 
of pupils to and from school. 
The superintendent shall make the student transportation allocation in accordance with the 
apportionment payment schedule in RCW 28A.510.250. Such allocation payments may be based on 
the prior school year's ridership report for payments to be made in September, October, 
November, December, and January. 
 
[2009 c 548 § 308; 1990 c 33 § 145; 1985 c 59 § 2; 1983 1st ex.s. c 61 § 6; 1982 1st 
ex.s. c 24 § 3; 1981 c 265 § 5. Formerly RCW 28A.41.525.] 
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RCW 28A.160.191 STUDENT 
TRANSPORTATION ALLOCATION — 
ADEQUACY FOR CERTAIN DISTRICTS — 
ADJUSTMENT. 
 
The superintendent of public instruction shall ensure that the allocation formula results in adequate 
appropriation for low enrollment districts, nonhigh districts, districts involved in cooperative 
transportation agreements, and cooperative special transportation services operated by 
educational service districts. If necessary, the superintendent shall develop a separate process to 
adjust the allocation of the districts. 
 
[2009 c 548 § 309.] 
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RCW 28A.160.192 STUDENT 
TRANSPORTATION ALLOCATION — 
DISTRIBUTION FORMULA. 
 
(1)  The superintendent of public instruction shall phase-in the implementation of the distribution 
formula under this chapter for allocating state funds to school districts for the transportation of 
students to and from school. The phase-in shall begin no later than the 2011-2013 biennium and 
be fully implemented by the 2013-2015 biennium. 
(a)  The formula must be developed and revised on an ongoing basis using the major cost factors in 
student transportation, including basic and special student loads, school district land area, average 
distance to school, roadway miles, and number of locations served. Factors must include all those 
site characteristics that are statistically significant after analysis of the data required by the revised 
reporting process. 
(b)  The formula must allocate funds to school districts based on the average predicted costs of 
transporting students to and from school, using a regression analysis. Only factors that are 
statistically significant shall be used in the regression analysis. Employee compensation costs 
included in the allowable transportation expenditures used for the purpose of establishing each 
school district's independent variable in the regression analysis shall be limited to the base salary or 
hourly wage rates, fringe benefit rates, and applicable health care rates provided in the omnibus 
appropriations act. 
(2)  During the phase-in period, funding provided to school districts for student transportation 
operations shall be distributed on the following basis: 
(a)  Annually, each school district shall receive the lesser of the previous school year's pupil 
transportation operations allocation, or the total of allowable pupil transportation expenditures 
identified on the previous school year's final expenditure report to the state plus district indirect 
expenses using the federal restricted indirect rate as calculated in the district annual financial 
report; 
(b)  Annually, the amount identified in (a) of this subsection shall be adjusted for any budgeted 
increases provided in the omnibus appropriations act for salaries or fringe benefits; 
(c)  Annually, any funds appropriated by the legislature in excess of the maintenance level funding 
amount for student transportation shall be distributed among school districts on a prorated basis 
using the difference between the amount identified in (a) adjusted by (b) of this subsection and the 
amount determined under the formula in RCW 28A.160.180; and 
(d)  Allocations provided to recognize the cost of depreciation to districts contracting with private 
carriers for student transportation shall be deducted from the allowable transportation 
expenditures in (a) of this subsection. 
 
[2011 1st sp.s. c 27 § 3; 2010 c 236 § 8; 2009 c 548 § 311.] 
 
Legislative Website for RCW 28A.160.192 
 
Top of Index 
 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.160.192


 

Top of RCW 28A.160 
  



 

RCW 28A.160.193 Transportation alternate 
funding grant program. 
 
(1) Subject to the availability of amounts appropriated for this specific purpose, a transportation 
alternate funding grant program is created. 
(2) As part of the award process for the grants, the superintendent of public instruction must 
include a review of the school district's efficiency rating, key performance indicators, and local 
school district characteristics such as unique geographic constraints, low enrollment, geographic 
density of students, the percentage of students served under the McKinney-Vento homeless 
assistance act from outside the district, or whether the district is a nonhigh district. 
[ 2018 c 266 s 103.] 
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RCW 28A.160.195 VEHICLE ACQUISITION—
SCHOOL BUS CATEGORIES—COMPETITIVE 
SPECIFICATIONS—PURCHASE—
REIMBURSEMENT—RULES. 
(1) The superintendent of public instruction, in consultation with the regional transportation 
coordinators of the educational service districts, shall establish a minimum number of school bus 
categories considering the capacity and type of vehicles required by school districts in Washington. 
The superintendent, in consultation with the regional transportation coordinators of the 
educational service districts, shall establish competitive specifications for each category of school 
bus. The categories shall be developed to produce minimum long-range operating costs, including 
costs of equipment and all costs in operating the vehicles. The competitive specifications shall meet 
federal motor vehicle safety standards, minimum state specifications as established by rule by the 
superintendent, and supported options as determined by the superintendent in consultation with 
the regional transportation coordinators of the educational service districts. The superintendent 
may solicit and accept price quotes for a rear-engine category school bus that shall be reimbursed 
at the price of the corresponding front engine category. 
(2) After establishing school bus categories and competitive specifications, the superintendent of 
public instruction shall solicit competitive price quotes for base buses from school bus dealers to 
be in effect for one year and shall establish a list of all accepted price quotes in each category 
obtained under this subsection. The superintendent shall also solicit price quotes for optional 
features and equipment. 
(3)(a) The superintendent shall base the level of reimbursement to school districts and educational 
service districts for school buses on the lowest quote for the base bus in each category. School 
districts and educational service districts shall be reimbursed for buses purchased only through a 
lowest-price competitive bid process conducted under RCW 28A.335.190 or through the state bid 
process established by this section. 
(b) Once the total cost of ownership of zero emission school buses is at or below the total cost of 
ownership of diesel school buses, as determined under the formulas adopted by rule pursuant to 
RCW 28A.160.260, school districts may only receive reimbursement for the purchase of zero 
emission school buses, unless the district has been granted an exception under 
RCW 28A.160.260(3). For the purposes of this subsection, "zero emission school bus" means a 
school bus that produces zero exhaust emission of any air pollutant and any greenhouse gas other 
than water vapor. 
(4) Notwithstanding RCW 28A.335.190, school districts and educational service districts may 
purchase at the quoted price directly from any dealer who is on the list established under 
subsection (2) of this section. School districts and educational service districts may make their own 
selections for school buses, but shall be reimbursed at the rates determined under subsection (3) of 
this section and RCW 28A.160.200. District-selected options shall not be reimbursed by the state. 
(5) This section does not prohibit school districts or educational service districts from conducting 
their own competitive bid process. 
(6) The superintendent of public instruction may adopt rules under chapter 34.05 RCW to 
implement this section. 
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[ 2024 c 345 s 4; 2005 c 492 s 1; 2004 c 276 s 904; 1995 1st sp.s. c 10 s 1.] 
 
Legislative Website for RCW 28A.160.195 
 
Top of Index 
 
Top of RCW 28A.160 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.160.195


 

RCW 28A.160.200 VEHICLE ACQUISITION — 
REIMBURSEMENT SCHEDULE — 
MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION — 
DEPRECIATION SCHEDULE. 
 
(1) The superintendent shall develop a reimbursement schedule to pay districts for the cost of 
student transportation vehicles purchased after September 1, 1982. While it is the responsibility of 
each district to select and pay for each student transportation vehicle purchased by the district, 
each district shall be paid a sum based on the category of vehicle, anticipated lifetime of vehicles of 
this category, and state reimbursement rate for the category plus inflation as recognized by the 
reimbursement schedule established in this section as set by the superintendent. Categories and 
reimbursement rates of vehicles shall be those established under RCW 28A.160.195. The 
accumulated value of the payments and the potential investment return thereon shall be designed 
to be equal to the replacement cost of the vehicle less its salvage value at the end of its anticipated 
lifetime. The superintendent shall revise at least annually the reimbursement payments based on 
the current and anticipated future cost of comparable categories of transportation equipment. 
Reimbursements to school districts for approved transportation equipment shall be placed in a 
separate transportation vehicle fund established for each school district under RCW 28A.160.130. 
However, educational service districts providing student transportation services pursuant to RCW 
28A.310.180(4) and receiving moneys generated pursuant to this section shall establish and 
maintain a separate transportation vehicle account in the educational service district's general 
expense fund for the purposes and subject to the conditions under RCW 28A.160.130 and 
28A.320.300. 
(2) To the extent possible, districts shall operate vehicles acquired under this section not less than 
the number of years or useful lifetime now, or hereafter, assigned to the category of vehicles by the 
superintendent. School districts shall properly maintain the transportation equipment acquired 
under the provisions of this section, in accordance with rules established by the office of the 
superintendent of public instruction. If a district fails to follow generally accepted standards of 
maintenance and operation, the superintendent of public instruction shall penalize the district by 
deducting from future reimbursements under this section an amount equal to the original cost of 
the vehicle multiplied by the fraction of the useful lifetime or miles the vehicle failed to operate. 
(3) The superintendent shall annually develop a depreciation schedule to recognize the cost of 
depreciation to districts contracting with private carriers for student transportation. Payments on 
this schedule shall be a straight line depreciation based on the original cost of the appropriate 
category of vehicle. 
 
[1995 1st sp.s. c 10 § 2; 1990 c 33 § 146; 1987 c 508 § 4; 1981 c 265 § 6. Formerly RCW 28A.41.540.] 
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RCW 28A.160.205 SCHOOL BUS 
REPLACEMENT INCENTIVE PROGRAM — 
RULES. 
 
(1) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shall implement a school bus 
replacement incentive program. As part of the program, the office shall fund up to ten percent of 
the cost of a new 2007 or later model year school bus that meets the 2007 federal motor vehicle 
emission control standards and is purchased by a school district by no later than June 30, 2009, 
provided that the new bus is replacing a 1994 or older school bus in the school district's fleet. 
Replacement of the oldest buses must be given highest priority. 
(2) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shall ensure that buses being replaced 
through this program are surplused under RCW 28A.335.180. As part of the surplus process, school 
districts must provide written documentation to the office of the superintendent of public 
instruction demonstrating that buses being replaced are scrapped and not purchased for road use. 
The documentation must include bus make, model, year, vehicle identification number, engine 
make, engine serial number, and salvage yard receipts; and must demonstrate that the engine and 
body of the bus being replaced has been rendered unusable. 
(3) The office of the superintendent of public instruction may adopt any rules necessary for the 
implementation of chapter 348, Laws of 2007. 
 
[2007 c 348 § 101.] 
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RCW 28A.160.210 SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS — 
TRAINING AND QUALIFICATIONS — RULES. 
 
(1) In addition to other powers and duties, the superintendent of public instruction shall adopt 
rules governing the training and qualifications of school bus drivers. Such rules shall be designed to 
insure that persons will not be employed to operate school buses unless they possess such physical 
health and driving skills as are necessary to safely operate school buses: PROVIDED, That such rules 
shall insure that school bus drivers are provided a due process hearing before any certification 
required by such rules is canceled: PROVIDED FURTHER, That such rules shall not conflict with the 
authority of the department of licensing to license school bus drivers in accordance with 
chapter 46.25 RCW. The superintendent of public instruction may obtain a copy of the driving 
record, as maintained by the department of licensing, for consideration when evaluating a school 
bus driver's driving skills. 
(2) By no later than September 1, 2026, the superintendent of public instruction shall develop rules 
for drivers transporting students in a Washington state patrol-inspected school vehicle other than a 
school bus. A driver that exclusively transports students in such a vehicle must have the appropriate 
driver's license for the vehicle, and may not be required to hold a commercial driver's license. 
 
[ 2025 c 372 s 5; 2006 c 263 s 906; 1989 c 178 s 20; 1981 c 200 s 1; 1979 c 158 s 89; 1969 ex.s. c 153 
s 4. Formerly RCW 28A.04.131. ] 
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RCW 28A.160.225 CONDENSED COMPLIANCE 
REPORTS — SECOND-CLASS DISTRICTS. 
 
Any compliance reporting requirements as a result of laws in this chapter that apply to second-
class districts may be submitted in accordance with RCW 28A.330.250. 
 
[2011 c 45 § 5.] 
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RCW 28A.160.230 MAINTENANCE AND 
REPAIR OF SCHOOL BUSES BY FIRE 
PROTECTION DISTRICTS—AUTHORIZED. 
 
The maintenance and repair of school buses may be provided by a fire protection district pursuant 
to RCW 52.12.031(1). 
 
[2019 c 402 s 2.] 
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RCW 28A.160.240 Transportation of infants. 
 
(1) By July 1, 2021, at the request of an eligible student, a school district: 
(a) May allow the student to transport his or her infant on a school bus or other student 
transportation vehicle provided by the district. The infant must be transported in a rear-facing child 
restraint system as defined in the federal motor vehicle safety standards in 49 C.F.R. Sec. 571.213; 
(b) Must, in cases where a district denies a student's request to transport his or her infant by school 
bus, authorize other arrangements for individual transportation in accordance with 
RCW 28A.160.030. 
(2) For the purposes of this section, "eligible student" has the same meaning as in 
RCW 28A.160.160. 
 
[ 2020 c 339 s 2.] 
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RCW 28A.160.250 SUPPLEMENTAL 
TRANSPORTATION ALLOCATION—HEALTH 
CARE AND PENSION BENEFITS. 
 
(1) A school district that experiences an increase in costs to a pupil transportation services contract 
as compared to prior year contract costs as a result of the provisions in RCW 28A.160.140 is eligible 
for supplemental transportation allocations as described in this section. 
(2) Beginning September 1, 2024, school districts that provide pupil transportation through a 
contract with a nongovernmental entity under RCW 28A.160.140 must annually provide the office 
of the superintendent of public instruction with the following information: 
(a) A breakdown of the total contract cost increase, including a detailed explanation of the increase 
by expenditure type demonstrating dollar equivalency as required in RCW 28A.160.140(2)(a)(i) and 
percentage equivalency as required in RCW 28A.160.140(2)(a)(ii), as defined by the office of the 
superintendent of public instruction, and amount; 
(b) A breakdown of cost from the contractor that shows the cost to provide health care and 
pension benefits to employees prior to June 6, 2024, and the cost to provide health care and 
pension benefits to employees after the implementation of benefits as described in 
RCW 28A.160.140; 
(c) The amount of funding received through transportation allocations under 
RCW 28A.160.150 through 28A.160.192 prior to the implementation of school employee benefits 
under chapter 41.05 RCW and the amount of funding received through the same transportation 
allocations for the period immediately following the implementation of school employee benefits 
under chapter 41.05 RCW, to determine the amount of funding for health care that is already being 
included in allocations. 
(3) The office of the superintendent of public instruction may suspend the reporting requirements 
under subsection (2) of this section on or after September 1, 2027, for districts that do not request 
supplemental transportation allocations under this section. 
(4) Subject to the availability of amounts appropriated for this specific purpose, the office of the 
superintendent of public instruction must reimburse a school district for the increased cost that is 
directly attributable to increased benefits as required under chapter 313, Laws of 2024, using the 
following formula: The total contract cost increase, less any amounts not attributable to benefits 
required under RCW 28A.160.140, less the amount the allocation was increased based on the actual 
cost increase through the transportation funding formula. 
 
[ 2024 c 313 s 3.] 
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RCW 28A.160.260 ZERO EMISSION SCHOOL 
BUSES—COST OF OWNERSHIP FORMULA—
QUALIFIED REIMBURSEMENT—EXCEPTIONS. 
(1) The office of the superintendent of public instruction, in consultation with the department of 
ecology, must develop preliminary guidance for school districts regarding the formula factors used 
to calculate the total cost of ownership for zero emission school buses and diesel school buses. 
After considering feedback to the preliminary guidance, the office of the superintendent of public 
instruction, in consultation with the department of ecology, must adopt rules to establish the 
formulas. Such formulas must, at a minimum, address the initial cost of the bus at the time of 
purchase, the cost of maintenance, the cost of fueling and charging, and the cost of replacing zero 
emission school bus batteries, if applicable. 
(2)(a) Once the total cost of ownership of zero emission school buses is at or below the total cost of 
ownership of diesel school buses, as determined by the formulas in subsection (1) of this section, 
school districts may only receive reimbursement under RCW 28A.160.195 and 28A.160.200 for the 
purchase of zero emission school buses. 
(b) The requirements of this subsection do not prohibit the use of externally vented fuel-operated 
passenger heaters from November 15th through March 15th annually until other viable alternatives 
become available. 
(3)(a) The office of the superintendent of public instruction must make exceptions to the 
requirement under subsection (2) of this section in the following circumstances: 
(i) The reimbursement is for a diesel school bus that was purchased prior to the total cost of 
ownership determination; 
(ii) The school district has bus route mileage needs that cannot be met by the average daily 
mileage achieved under actual use conditions in Washington for zero emission school buses; 
(iii) The school district has other unique needs that may not be met by the technological 
capabilities of zero emission school buses; or 
(iv) The school district does not have, or have access to, the appropriate charging infrastructure to 
support the use of zero emission school buses. If a school district qualifies under this exception it 
must submit documentation indicating it has applied for grant funding to install charging 
infrastructure under available federal grant programs or the zero emission school bus grant 
program established under RCW 70A.15.4200, or documentation from a public utility district or 
utility company indicating the school district does not have enough electric capacity to support the 
appropriate charging infrastructure. 
(b) Exceptions granted by the superintendent of public instruction under (a)(ii) through (iv) of this 
subsection may not exceed five years. A school district may apply to renew an exception if the need 
for such an exception still exists after the initial exception has expired. 
(4) For the purposes of this section, "zero emission school bus" means a school bus that produces 
zero exhaust emission of any air pollutant and any greenhouse gas other than water vapor. 
 
[ 2024 c 345 s 3.] 
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RCW 28A.150 GENERAL PROVISIONS 

RCW 28A.150.200 PROGRAM OF BASIC 
EDUCATION. 
 
(1) The program of basic education established under this chapter is deemed by the legislature to 
comply with the requirements of Article IX, section 1 of the state Constitution, which states that "It 
is the paramount duty of the state to make ample provision for the education of all children 
residing within its borders, without distinction or preference on account of race, color, caste, or 
sex," and is adopted pursuant to Article IX, section 2 of the state Constitution, which states that 
"The legislature shall provide for a general and uniform system of public schools." 
(2) The legislature defines the program of basic education under this chapter as that which is 
necessary to provide the opportunity to develop the knowledge and skills necessary to meet the 
state-established high school graduation requirements that are intended to allow students to have 
the opportunity to graduate with a meaningful diploma that prepares them for postsecondary 
education, gainful employment, and citizenship. Basic education by necessity is an evolving 
program of instruction intended to reflect the changing educational opportunities that are needed 
to equip students for their role as productive citizens and includes the following: 
(a) The instructional program of basic education the minimum components of which are described 
in RCW 28A.150.220; 
(b) The program of education provided by chapter 28A.190 RCW for students in residential schools 
as defined by RCW 28A.190.005 and for juveniles in detention facilities as identified by 
RCW 28A.190.010; 
(c) The program of education provided by chapter 28A.193 RCW for individuals under the age of 
eighteen who are incarcerated in adult correctional facilities; 
(d) Transportation and transportation services to and from school for eligible students as provided 
under RCW 28A.160.150 through 28A.160.180; and 
(e) Statewide salary allocations necessary to hire and retain qualified staff for the state's statutory 
program of basic education. 
 
[ 2021 c 164 § 2; 2017 3rd sp.s. c 13 § 401; 2009 c 548 § 101; 1990 c 33 § 104; 1977 ex.s. c 359 § 1. 
Formerly RCW 28A.58.750.] 
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RCW 28A.150.203 DEFINITIONS. 
 
(11) "School year" includes the minimum number of school days required under RCW 28A.150.220 
and begins on the first day of September and ends with the last day of August, except that any 
school district may elect to commence the annual school term in the month of August of any 
calendar year and in such case the operation of a school district for such period in August shall be 
credited by the superintendent of public instruction to the succeeding school year for the purpose 
of the allocation and distribution of state funds for the support of such school district. 
 
[2017 c 237 § 15; 2009 c 548 § 102.] 
 
Notes: 
Effective date -- 2009 c 548 §§ 101-110 and 701-710: See note following RCW 28A.150.200. 
Intent -- 2009 c 548: See RCW 28A.150.1981. 
Finding -- 2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.410.270. 
Intent -- Finding -- 2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.305.130. 
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RCW 28A.150.220 BASIC EDUCATION—
MINIMUM INSTRUCTIONAL 
REQUIREMENTS—PROGRAM ACCESSIBILITY—
RULES. 

 
(1) In order for students to have the opportunity to develop the basic education knowledge and 
skills under RCW 28A.150.210, school districts must provide instruction of sufficient quantity and 
quality and give students the opportunity to complete graduation requirements that are intended 
to prepare them for postsecondary education, gainful employment, and citizenship. The program 
established under this section shall be the minimum instructional program of basic education 
offered by school districts. 
(2) Each school district shall make available to students the following minimum instructional 
offering each school year: 
(a) For students enrolled in grades one through 12, at least a district-wide annual average of 1,000 
hours, which shall be increased beginning in the 2015-16 school year to at least 1,080 instructional 
hours for students enrolled in grades nine through 12 and at least 1,000 instructional hours for 
students in grades one through eight, all of which may be calculated by a school district using a 
district-wide annual average of instructional hours over grades one through 12; and 
(b) For students enrolled in kindergarten, at least 450 instructional hours, which shall be increased 
to at least 1,000 instructional hours according to the implementation schedule under 
RCW 28A.150.315. 
(3) The instructional program of basic education provided by each school district shall include: 
(a) Instruction in the state learning standards under RCW 28A.655.070; 
(b) Instruction that provides students the opportunity to complete 24 credits for high school 
graduation. Course distribution requirements may be established by the state board of education 
under RCW 28A.230.090; 
(c) If the state learning standards include a requirement of languages other than English, the 
requirement may be met by students receiving instruction in one or more American Indian 
languages; 
(d) Supplemental instruction and services for students who are not meeting academic standards 
through the learning assistance program under RCW 28A.165.005 through 28A.165.065; 
(e) Supplemental instruction and services for eligible and enrolled students and exited students 
whose primary language is other than English through the transitional bilingual instruction 
program under RCW 28A.180.010 through 28A.180.080; 
(f) The opportunity for an appropriate education at public expense as defined by 
RCW 28A.155.020 for all eligible students with disabilities as defined in RCW 28A.155.020; and 
(g) Programs for highly capable students under RCW 28A.185.010 through 28A.185.030. 
(4) Nothing contained in this section shall be construed to require individual students to attend 
school for any particular number of hours per day or to take any particular courses. 
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(5)(a) Each school district's kindergarten through 12th grade basic educational program shall be 
accessible to all students who are five years of age, as provided by RCW 28A.225.160, and less than 
21 years of age and shall consist of a minimum of 180 school days per school year in such grades 
as are conducted by a school district, and 180 half-days of instruction, or equivalent, in 
kindergarten, to be increased to a minimum of 180 school days per school year according to the 
implementation schedule under RCW 28A.150.315. 
(b) Schools administering the Washington kindergarten inventory of developing skills may use up 
to three school days at the beginning of the school year to meet with parents and families as 
required in the parent involvement component of the inventory. 
(c) In the case of students who are graduating from high school, a school district may schedule the 
last five school days of the 180-day school year for noninstructional purposes including, but not 
limited to, the observance of graduation and early release from school upon the request of a 
student. All such students may be claimed as a full-time equivalent student to the extent they could 
otherwise have been so claimed for the purposes of RCW 28A.150.250 and 28A.150.260. Any hours 
scheduled by a school district for noninstructional purposes during the last five school days for 
such students shall count toward the instructional hours requirement in subsection (2)(a) of this 
section. 
(6) Subject to RCW 28A.150.276, nothing in this section precludes a school district from enriching 
the instructional program of basic education, such as offering additional instruction or providing 
additional services, programs, or activities that the school district determines to be appropriate for 
the education of the school district's students. 
(7) The state board of education shall adopt rules to implement and ensure compliance with the 
program requirements imposed by this section, RCW 28A.150.250 and 28A.150.260, and such 
related supplemental program approval requirements as the state board may establish. 
 
[2024 c 66 s 10; 2017 3rd sp.s. c 13 s 506; 2014 c 217 s 201; 2013 2nd sp.s. c 9 s 2; 2013 c 323 s 
2; 2011 1st sp.s. c 27 s 1; 2009 c 548 s 104; 1993 c 371 s 2; (1995 c 77 s 1 and 1993 c 371 s 1 expired 
September 1, 2000); 1992 c 141 s 503; 1990 c 33 s 105; 1982 c 158 s 1; 1979 ex.s. c 250 s 1; 1977 
ex.s. c 359 s 3. Formerly RCW 28A.58.754.] 
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RCW 28A.150.280 REIMBURSEMENT FOR 
ACQUISITION OF APPROVED 
TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT — METHOD. 
 
Costs of acquisition of approved transportation equipment purchased prior to September 1, 1982, 
shall be reimbursed up to one hundred percent of the cost to be reimbursed over the anticipated 
life of the vehicle, as determined by the state superintendent: PROVIDED, That commencing with 
the 1980-81 school year, reimbursement shall be at one hundred percent or as close thereto as 
reasonably possible: PROVIDED FURTHER, That reimbursements for the acquisition of approved 
transportation equipment received by school districts shall be placed in the transportation vehicle 
fund for the current or future purchase of approved transportation equipment and for major 
transportation equipment repairs consistent with rules and regulations authorized in RCW 
28A.160.130. 
 
[1993 c 111 § 1. Prior: 1990 c 33 § 110; 1990 c 33 § 109; 1981 c 343 § 1; 1981 c 265 § 
9; 1981 c 265 § 8; 1977 ex.s. c 359 § 6; 1977 c 80 § 3; 1975 1st ex.s. c 275 § 60; 1972 
ex.s. c 85 § 1; 1971 c 48 § 14; 1969 ex.s. c 223 § 28A.41.160; prior: 1965 ex.s. c 154 § 
5. Formerly RCW 28A.41.160, 28.41.160.] 
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RCW 28A.150.290 STATE SUPERINTENDENT 
TO MAKE RULES AND REGULATIONS — 
UNFORESEEN CONDITIONS OR ACTIONS TO 
BE RECOGNIZED — PAPERWORK LIMITED. 
 
(1) The superintendent of public instruction shall have the power and duty to make such rules and 
regulations as are necessary for the proper administration of this chapter and RCW 28A.160.150 
through * 28A.160.220, 28A.300.170, and 28A.500.010 not inconsistent with the provisions thereof, 
and in addition to require such reports as may be necessary to carry out his or her duties under this 
chapter and RCW 28A.160.150 through * 28A.160.220, 28A.300.170, and 28A.500.010. 
(2) The superintendent of public instruction shall have the authority to make rules and regulations 
which establish the terms and conditions for allowing school districts to receive state basic 
education moneys as provided in RCW 28A.150.250 when said districts are unable to fulfill for one 
or more schools as officially scheduled the requirement of a full school year of one hundred eighty 
days or the annual average total instructional hour offering imposed by RCW 28A.150.220 and 
28A.150.260 due to one or more of the following conditions: 
(a) An unforeseen natural event, including, but not necessarily limited to, a fire, flood, explosion, 
storm, earthquake, epidemic, or volcanic eruption that has the direct or indirect effect of rendering 
one or more school district facilities unsafe, unhealthy, inaccessible, or inoperable; and 
(b) An unforeseen mechanical failure or an unforeseen action or inaction by one or more persons, 
including negligence and threats, that (i) is beyond the control of both a school district board of 
directors and its employees and (ii) has the direct or indirect effect of rendering one or more school 
district facilities unsafe, unhealthy, inaccessible, or inoperable. Such actions, inactions or mechanical 
failures may include, but are not necessarily limited to, arson, vandalism, riots, insurrections, bomb 
threats, bombings, delays in the scheduled completion of construction projects, and the 
discontinuance or disruption of utilities such as heating, lighting and water: PROVIDED, That an 
unforeseen action or inaction shall not include any labor dispute between a school district board of 
directors and any employee of the school district. 
A condition is foreseeable for the purposes of this subsection to the extent a reasonably prudent 
person would have anticipated prior to August first of the preceding school year that the condition 
probably would occur during the ensuing school year because of the occurrence of an event or a 
circumstance which existed during such preceding school year or a prior school year. A board of 
directors of a school district is deemed for the purposes of this subsection to have knowledge of 
events and circumstances which are a matter of common knowledge within the school district and 
of those events and circumstances which can be discovered upon prudent inquiry or inspection. 
(3) The superintendent of public instruction shall make every effort to reduce the amount of 
paperwork required in administration of this chapter and RCW 28A.160.150 through * 28A.160.220, 
28A.300.170, and 28A.500.010; to simplify the application, monitoring and evaluation processes 
used; to eliminate all duplicative requests for information from local school districts; and to make 
every effort to integrate an standardize information requests for other state education acts and 
federal aid to education acts administered by the superintendent of public instruction so as to 
reduce paperwork requirements and duplicative information requests. 
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[1992 c 141 § 504; 1990 c 33 § 111; 1981 c 285 § 1; 1979 ex.s. c 250 § 6; 1973 1st 
ex.s. c 78 § 1; 1972 ex.s. c 105 § 4; 1971 c 46 § 1; 1969 ex.s. c 3 § 2; 1969 ex.s. c 223 
§ 28A.41.170. Prior: 1965 ex.s. c 154 § 6. Formerly RCW 28A.41.170, 28.41.170.] 
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RCW 28A.155.020 ADMINISTRATION OF 
PROGRAM IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
— ADOPTION OF DEFINITIONS BY RULE — 
LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT POWERS NOT 
LIMITED. 
 
There is established in the office of the superintendent of public instruction an administrative 
section or unit for the education of children with disabilities who require special education. 
Students with disabilities are those children whether enrolled in school or not who through an 
evaluation process are determined eligible for special education due to a disability. 
In accordance with part B of the federal individuals with disabilities education improvement act and 
any other federal or state laws relating to the provision of special education services, the 
superintendent of public instruction shall require each school district in the state to insure an 
appropriate educational opportunity for all children with disabilities between the ages of three and 
twenty-one, but when the twenty-first birthday occurs during the school year, the educational 
program may be continued until the end of that school year. The superintendent of public 
instruction, by rule, shall establish for the purpose of excess cost funding, as provided in RCW 
28A.150.390, 28A.160.030, and 28A.155.010 through 28A.155.160, functional definitions of special 
education, the various types of disabling conditions, and eligibility criteria for special education 
programs for children with disabilities, including referral procedures, use of positive behavior 
interventions, the education curriculum and statewide or district-wide assessments, parent and 
district requests for special education due process hearings, and procedural safeguards. For the 
purposes of RCW 28A.155.010 through 28A.155.160, an appropriate education is defined as an 
education directed to the unique needs, abilities, and limitations of the children with disabilities 
who are enrolled either full time or part time in a school district. School districts are strongly 
encouraged to provide parental training in the care and education of the children and to involve 
parents in the classroom. 
Nothing in this section shall prohibit the establishment or continuation of existing cooperative 
programs between school districts or contracts with other agencies approved by the 
superintendent of public instruction, which can meet the obligations of school districts to provide 
education for children with disabilities, or prohibit the continuation of needed related services to 
school districts by the department of social and health services. 
This section shall not be construed as in any way limiting the powers of local school districts set 
forth in RCW 28A.155.070. 
 
[2015 c 206 § 2; 2007 c 115 § 2; 1995 c 77 § 8; 1990 c 33 § 121; 1985 c 341 § 4; 1984 
c 160 § 1; 1971 ex.s. c 66 § 2; 1969 ex.s. c 2 § 2; 1969 ex.s. c 223 § 28A.13.010. Prior: 
1951 c 92 § 1; prior: (i) 1943 c 120 § 1; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 4679-25. (ii) 1943 c 120 § 2, 
part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 4679-26, part. Formerly RCW 28A.13.010, 28.13.010.]  
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RCW 28A.310.180 ESD BOARD — 
COMPLIANCE WITH RULES AND 
REGULATIONS — DEPOSITORY AND 
DISTRIBUTION CENTER — COOPERATIVE 
SERVICE PROGRAMS, JOINT PURCHASING 
PROGRAMS, AND DIRECT STUDENT SERVICE 
PROGRAMS INCLUDING PUPIL 
TRANSPORTATION. 
 
In addition to other powers and duties as provided by law, every educational service district board 
shall: 
(1) Comply with rules of the state board of education and the superintendent of public 
instruction. 
(2) If the district board deems necessary, establish and operate for the schools within the 
boundaries of the educational service district a depository and distribution center for films, tapes, 
charts, maps, and other instructional material as recommended by the school district 
superintendents within the service area of the educational service district. However, the district may 
also provide the services of the depository and distribution center to private schools within the 
district so long as such private schools pay such fees that reflect actual costs for services and the 
use of instructional materials as may be established by the educational service district board. 
(3) Establish cooperative service programs for school districts within the educational service 
district and joint purchasing programs for schools within the educational service district pursuant to 
RCW 28A.320.080(3). However, on matters relating to cooperative service programs the board and 
superintendent of the educational service district shall seek the prior advice of the superintendents 
of local school districts within the educational service district. 
(4) Establish direct student service programs for school districts within the educational service 
district including pupil transportation. However, for the provision of state-funded pupil 
transportation for special education cooperatives programs for special education conducted under 
RCW 28A.155.010 through 28A.155.100, the educational service district, with the consent of the 
participating school districts, shall be entitled to receive directly state apportionment funds for that 
purpose: PROVIDED, That the board of directors and superintendent of a local school district 
request the educational service district to perform said service or services: PROVIDED FURTHER, 
That the educational service district board of directors and superintendents agree to provide the 
requested services: PROVIDED, FURTHER, That the provisions of chapter 39.34 RCW are strictly 
adhered to: PROVIDED FURTHER, That the educational service district board of directors may 
contract with the Washington center for deaf and hard of hearing youth and the school for the 
blind to provide transportation services or other services necessary for the regional delivery of 
educational services for children who are deaf or hearing impaired. 
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[ 2019 c 266 § 16; 2009 c 381 § 26; 1990 c 33 § 276; 1988 c 65 § 2; 1987 c 508 § 3; 
1982 c 46 § 1; 1979 ex.s. c 66 § 1; 1975 1st ex.s. c 275 § 16; 1971 ex.s. c 282 § 11. Formerly RCW 
28A.21.086.] 
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RCW 28A.320.300 INVESTMENT OF FUNDS, 
INCLUDING FUNDS RECEIVED BY ESD — 
AUTHORITY 

— PROCEDURE. 
 
Any common school district board of directors is empowered to direct and authorize, and to 
delegate authority to an employee, officer, or agent of the common school district or the 
educational service district to direct and authorize, the county treasurer to invest funds described in 
RCW 28A.320.310 and 28A.320.320 and funds from state and federal sources as are then or 
thereafter received by the educational service district, and such funds from county sources as are 
then or thereafter received by the county treasurer, for distribution to the common school districts. 
Funds from state, county and federal sources which are so invested may be invested only for the 
period the funds are not required for the immediate necessities of the common school district as 
determined by the school district board of directors or its delegatee, and shall be invested in behalf 
of the common school district pursuant to the terms of RCW 28A.320.310, 28A.320.320, 36.29.020, 
36.29.022, or 36.29.024 as the nature of the funds shall dictate. A grant of authority by a common 
school district pursuant to this section shall be by resolution of the board of directors and shall 
specify the duration and extent of the authority so granted. Any authority delegated to an 
educational service district pursuant to this section may be redelegated pursuant to RCW 
28A.310.220. 
 
[1999 c 18 § 1; 1990 c 33 § 335; 1982 c 191 § 5; 1975 c 47 § 1. Formerly RCW 28A.58.430.] 
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RCW 28A.330.250 CONDENSED COMPLIANCE 
REPORTS. 

 
(1) Beginning September 1, 2011, second-class districts may annually submit a condensed 
compliance report to the superintendent of public instruction. 
(2) The boards of directors of second-class districts that choose to submit a condensed 
compliance report must: 
(a) Dedicate a public meeting for reviewing the report and receiving public testimony; 
(b) Adopt the report at a public meeting; and 
(c) Require the report to be signed by the school district superintendent and chair of the board 
and acknowledged before a notary public. 
(3) Compliance requests from the superintendent of public instruction not tied to funding are 
voluntary for second-class districts submitting a condensed compliance report. 
(4) For the purposes of this section, compliance requests do not include data requests required to 
be submitted in accordance with federal or state law or for purposes of program evaluation or 
accountability, including data for a comprehensive K- 12 education data improvement system. 
 
[2011 c 45 § 1.] 
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RCW 28A.335.160 JOINT EDUCATIONAL 
FACILITIES — RULES. 
 
Any school district may cooperate with one or more school districts in the joint financing, planning, 
construction, equipping and operating of any educational facility otherwise authorized by law: 
PROVIDED, That any cooperative financing plan involving the construction of school plant facilities 
must be approved by the superintendent of public instruction, considering policy 
recommendations from the school facilities citizen advisory panel under RCW 28A.525.025, 
pursuant to such rules adopted relating to state approval of school construction. 
 
[2006 c 263 § 323; 1995 c 335 § 604; 1990 c 33 § 359; 1969 c 130 § 12. Formerly RCW 28A.58.075.] 
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RCW 28A.335.180 SURPLUS TEXTS AND 
OTHER EDUCATIONAL AIDS, NOTICE OF 
AVAILABILITY — STUDENT PRIORITY AS TO 
TEXTS. 
 
(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, school districts, educational service districts, or 
any other state or local governmental agency concerned with education, when declaring texts and 
other books, equipment, materials or relocatable facilities as surplus, shall, prior to other disposal 
thereof, serve notice in writing in a newspaper of general circulation in the school district and to 
any public school district or private school in Washington state annually requesting such a notice, 
that the same is available for sale, rent, or lease to public school districts or approved private 
schools, at depreciated cost or fair market value, whichever is greater: PROVIDED, That students 
wishing to purchase texts pursuant to RCW 28A.320.230(2) shall have priority as to such texts. The 
notice requirement in this section does not apply to the sale or transfer of assistive devices under 
RCW 28A.335.205 or chapter 72.40 RCW. Such districts or agencies shall not otherwise sell, rent, or 
lease such surplus property to any person, firm, organization, or nongovernmental agency for at 
least thirty days following publication of notice in a newspaper of general circulation in the school 
district. 
(2) In lieu of complying with subsection (1) of this section, school districts and educational service 
districts may elect to grant surplus personal property to a federal, state, or local governmental 
entity, or to indigent persons, at no cost on the condition the property be used for preschool 
through twelfth grade educational purposes, or elect to loan surplus personal property to a 
nonreligious, nonsectarian private entity on the condition the property be used for the preschool 
through twelfth grade education of members of the public on a nondiscriminatory basis. 
 
[1997 c 264 § 1; 1997 c 104 § 1; 1991 c 116 § 1; 1990 c 33 § 361; 1981 c 306 § 1; 1977 
ex.s. c 303 § 1. Formerly RCW 28A.02.110.]  
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RCW 28A.335.190 ADVERTISING FOR BIDS—
COMPETITIVE BID PROCEDURES—PURCHASES 
FROM INMATE WORK PROGRAMS—
EMERGENCIES—EXCEPTIONS—
DEFINITIONS. (EFFECTIVE UNTIL JULY 1, 
2024.) 
 
(1) When, in the opinion of the board of directors of any school district, the cost of any furniture, 
supplies, equipment, building, improvements, or repairs, other construction work by a contractor 
who meets the criteria in RCW 39.04.350, or other purchases, except books, will equal or exceed the 
threshold levels specified in subsections (2) and (4) of this section, complete plans and 
specifications for such work or purchases shall be prepared and notice by publication given in at 
least one newspaper of general circulation within the district, once each week for two consecutive 
weeks, of the intention to receive bids and that specifications and other information may be 
examined at the office of the board or any other officially designated location. The cost of any 
public work, improvement, or repair for the purposes of this section shall be the aggregate of all 
amounts to be paid for labor, material, and equipment on one continuous or interrelated project 
where work is to be performed simultaneously or in close sequence. The bids shall be in writing 
and shall be opened and read in public on the date and in the place named in the notice and after 
being opened shall be filed for public inspection. 
(2) Every purchase of furniture, equipment, or supplies, except books, the cost of which is estimated 
to be in excess of forty thousand dollars, shall be on a competitive basis. The board of directors 
shall establish a procedure for securing telephone and/or written quotations for such purchases. 
Whenever the estimated cost is from forty thousand dollars up to seventy-five thousand dollars, 
the procedure shall require quotations from at least three different sources to be obtained in 
writing or by telephone, and recorded for public perusal. Whenever the estimated cost is in excess 
of seventy-five thousand dollars, the public bidding process provided in subsection (1) of this 
section shall be followed. 
(3) Any school district may purchase goods produced or provided in whole or in part from class II 
inmate work programs operated by the department of corrections pursuant to RCW 72.09.100, 
including but not limited to furniture, equipment, or supplies. School districts are encouraged to 
set as a target to contract, beginning after June 30, 2006, to purchase up to one percent of the 
total goods required by the school districts each year, goods produced or provided in whole or in 
part from class II inmate work programs operated by the department of corrections. 
(4) The board may make improvements or repairs to the property of the district through a 
department within the district without following the public bidding process provided in subsection 
(1) of this section when the total of such improvements or repairs does not exceed the sum of 
seventy-five thousand dollars. Whenever the estimated cost of a building, improvement, repair, or 
other public works project is one hundred thousand dollars or more, the public bidding process 
provided in subsection (1) of this section shall be followed unless the contract is let using the small 
works roster process in *RCW 39.04.155 or under any other procedure authorized for school 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=39.04.350
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districts. One or more school districts may authorize an educational service district to establish and 
operate a small works roster for the school district under the provisions of *RCW 39.04.155. 
(5) The contract for the work or purchase shall be awarded to the lowest responsible bidder as 
described in RCW 39.26.160(2) but the board may by resolution reject any and all bids and make 
further calls for bids in the same manner as the original call. On any work or purchase the board 
shall provide bidding information to any qualified bidder or the bidder's agent, requesting it in 
person. 
(6) In the event of any emergency when the public interest or property of the district would suffer 
material injury or damage by delay, upon resolution of the board declaring the existence of such an 
emergency and reciting the facts constituting the same, the board may waive the requirements of 
this section with reference to any purchase or contract: PROVIDED, That an "emergency," for the 
purposes of this section, means a condition likely to result in immediate physical injury to persons 
or to property of the school district in the absence of prompt remedial action. 
(7) This section does not apply to the direct purchase of school buses by school districts and 
educational services in accordance with RCW 28A.160.195. 
(8) This section does not apply to the purchase of Washington grown food. 
(9) At the discretion of the board, a school district may develop and implement policies and 
procedures to facilitate and maximize to the extent practicable, purchases of Washington grown 
food including, but not limited to, policies that permit a percentage price preference for the 
purpose of procuring Washington grown food. 
(10) As used in this section, "Washington grown" has the definition in RCW 15.64.060. 
(11) As used in this section, "price percentage preference" means the percent by which a responsive 
bid from a responsible bidder whose product is a Washington grown food may exceed the lowest 
responsive bid submitted by a responsible bidder whose product is not a Washington grown food. 
(12) For purposes of this section, "construction work" does not include the following services: (a) 
Construction management services; (b) value engineering; (c) constructability review; (d) building 
commissioning; and (e) other construction-related professional and personal services. 
(13) Beginning January 1, 2023, requests for proposals or qualifications, advertisements, bids, or 
calls for bids pursuant to this section for the services listed under subsection (12) of this section , 
must include the standard clauses required under RCW 39.19.050. 
(14) Beginning January 1, 2023, requests for proposals or qualifications, advertisements, bids, or 
calls for bids pursuant to this section for the services listed under subsection (12) of this section , 
are subject to the procurement requirements of chapter 39.10 or 39.80 RCW, as applicable to the 
method of project delivery. 
(15) Beginning January 1, 2023, school districts may use interlocal agreements under 
chapter 39.34 RCW to procure the services listed under subsection (12) of this section only if the 
agreements are executed following a competitive, qualification-based procurement process for 
these services pursuant to chapter 39.10 or 39.80 RCW. 
 
[ 2023 c 4 § 1; 2013 c 223 § 1; 2008 c 215 § 6. Prior: 2005 c 346 § 2; 2005 c 286 § 1; 2000 c 138 § 201; 
1995 1st sp.s. c 10 § 3; 1994 c 212 § 1; 1990 c 33 § 362; 1985 c 324 § 1; 1980 c 61 § 1; 1975-'76 2nd 
ex.s. c 26 § 1; 1969 ex.s. c 49 § 2; 1969 ex.s. c 223 § 28A.58.135; prior: 1961 c 224 § 1. Formerly RCW 
28A.58.135, 28.58.135.] 
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RCW 28A.335.200 CONDITIONAL SALES 
CONTRACTS FOR ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY 
OR PROPERTY RIGHTS. 
 
Any school district may execute an executory conditional sales contract with any other municipal 
corporation, the state or any of its political subdivisions, the government of the United States or 
any private party for the purchase of any real or personal property, or property rights, in 
connection with the exercise of any powers or duties which they now or hereafter are authorized to 
exercise, if the entire amount of the purchase price specified in such contract does not result in a 
total indebtedness in excess of the limitation authorized by chapter 39.36 RCW, as now or hereafter 
amended, to be incurred without the assent of the voters: PROVIDED, That if such a proposed 
contract would result in a total indebtedness in excess of the limitation authorized by chapter 
39.36 RCW, as now or hereafter amended, to be incurred without the assent of the voters, a 
proposition in regard to whether or not such a contract may be executed shall be submitted to the 
voters for approval or rejection in the same manner that bond issues for capital purposes are 
submitted to the voters: PROVIDED FURTHER, That any school district may jointly with another 
school district execute contracts authorized by this section. 
 
[1970 ex.s. c 42 § 11; 1969 ex.s. c 223 § 28A.58.550. Prior: 1965 c 62 § 1. Formerly 
RCW 28A.58.550, 28.58.550.] 
 
Legislative Website for RCW 28A.335.200 
 
Top of Index 
 
Top of Other RCWs in RCW28A 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=39.36
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=39.36
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.335.200


 

RCW 28A.400.303 RECORD CHECKS FOR 
EMPLOYEES AND CERTAIN VOLUNTEERS AND 
CONTRACTORS—COST. 
 
(1)(a) School districts, educational service districts, the Washington center for deaf and hard of 
hearing youth, the state school for the blind, the office of the superintendent of public instruction, 
and their contractors shall require a record check through the Washington state patrol criminal 
identification system under RCW 43.43.830 through 43.43.834, 10.97.030, and 10.97.050 and 
through the federal bureau of investigation criminal justice information systems before hiring the 
following employees: 
(i) Employees who will have regularly scheduled unsupervised access to children or persons with 
developmental disabilities; and 
(ii) Employees who receive criminal history record information or personally identifiable information 
from the record check. 
(b) A record check under this section must include a fingerprint check using a complete 
Washington state criminal identification fingerprint card. 
(c) The requesting entity may provide a copy of the record report to the applicant at the applicant's 
request. 
(d) When necessary, applicants for employment may be employed on a conditional basis pending 
completion of the record check. 
(e) If the applicant for employment has had a record check within the previous two years, the 
district, the Washington center for deaf and hard of hearing youth, the state school for the blind, 
the office of the superintendent of public instruction, or contractor may waive the requirement. 
(f) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section, the school district, pursuant to 
chapter 41.59 or 41.56 RCW, the Washington center for deaf and hard of hearing youth, the state 
school for the blind, the office of the superintendent of public instruction, or contractor hiring the 
employee shall determine who shall pay costs associated with the record check. 
(2) Federal bureau of Indian affairs-funded schools may use the process in subsection (1)(a) of this 
section to perform record checks for their employees and applicants for employment. 
(3)(a) School districts, educational service districts, the Washington center for deaf and hard of 
hearing youth, the state school for the blind, federal bureau of Indian affairs-funded schools, 
charter schools established under chapter 28A.710 RCW, schools that are the subject of a state-
tribal education compact under chapter 28A.715 RCW, and their contractors may use the process in 
subsection (1)(a) of this section to perform record checks for any prospective volunteer who will 
have regularly scheduled unsupervised access to children under eighteen years of age or persons 
with developmental disabilities, during the course of his or her involvement with the school or 
organization under circumstances where access will or may involve the following: 
(i) Groups of five or fewer children under twelve years of age; 
(ii) Groups of three or fewer children between twelve and eighteen years of age; or 
(iii) Persons with developmental disabilities. 
(b) For purposes of (a) of this subsection, "unsupervised" means not in the presence of: 
(i) Another employee or volunteer from the same school or organization; or 
(ii) Any relative or guardian of any of the children or persons with developmental disabilities to 
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which the prospective employee or volunteer has access during the course of his or her 
involvement with the school or organization. 
(4) Individuals who hold a valid portable background check clearance card issued by the 
department of children, youth, and families consistent with RCW 43.216.270 can meet the 
requirements in subsection (1) of this section by providing a true and accurate copy of their 
Washington state patrol and federal bureau of investigation background report results to the office 
of the superintendent of public instruction. 
(5) The cost of record checks must include: The fees established by the Washington state patrol and 
the federal bureau of investigation for the criminal history background checks; a fee paid to the 
superintendent of public instruction for the cost of administering this section and 
RCW 28A.195.080 and 28A.410.010; and other applicable fees for obtaining the fingerprints. 
 
[ 2020 c 22 § 1; 2019 c 266 § 20. Prior: 2017 3rd sp.s. c 33 § 1; 2017 3rd sp.s. c 6 § 220; 2014 c 50 § 
1; 2009 c 381 § 29; 2007 c 35 § 1; 2001 c 296 § 3; 1992 c 159 § 2.] 
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RCW 28A.400.320 CRIMES AGAINST 
CHILDREN — MANDATORY TERMINATION OF 
CLASSIFIED EMPLOYEES — APPEAL — 
RECOVERY OF SALARY OR COMPENSATION 
BY DISTRICT. 

 
(1) The school district board of directors shall immediately terminate the employment of any 
classified employee who has contact with children during the course of his or her employment 
upon a guilty plea or conviction of any felony crime specified under RCW 28A.400.322. 
(2) The employee shall have a right of appeal under chapter 28A.645 RCW including any right of 
appeal under a collective bargaining agreement. A school district board of directors is entitled to 
recover from the employee any salary or other compensation that may have been paid to the 
employee for the period between such time as the employee was placed on administrative leave, 
based upon criminal charges that the employee committed a felony crime specified under RCW 
28A.400.322, and the time termination becomes final. 
 
[2009 c 396 § 2; 1990 c 33 § 383; 1989 c 320 § 3. Formerly RCW 28A.58.1001.] 
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RCW 28A.400.350 MEDICAL, DENTAL, VISION, 
LIABILITY, LIFE, ACCIDENT, DISABILITY, AND 
SALARY INSURANCE AUTHORIZED—
EXPIRATION OF AUTHORITY FOR BASIC AND 
OPTIONAL BENEFITS—HEALTH SAVINGS 
ACCOUNTS—PREMIUMS—NONCOMPLIANCE. 
 
(1) The board of directors of any of the state's school districts or educational service districts may 
make available medical, dental, vision, liability, life, accident, disability, and salary protection or 
insurance, direct agreements as defined in chapter 48.150 RCW, or any one of, or a combination of 
the types of employee benefits enumerated in this subsection, or any other type of insurance or 
protection, for the members of the boards of directors, the students, and employees of the school 
district or educational service district, and their dependents. Except as provided in subsection (6) of 
this section, such coverage may be provided by contracts or agreements with private carriers, with 
the state health care authority, or through self-insurance or self-funding pursuant to 
chapter 48.62 RCW, or in any other manner authorized by law. Any direct agreement must comply 
with RCW 48.150.050. 
(2)(a) Whenever funds are available for these purposes the board of directors of the school district 
or educational service district may contribute all or a part of the cost of such protection or 
insurance for the employees of their respective school districts or educational service districts and 
their dependents. The premiums on such liability insurance shall be borne by the school district or 
educational service district. 
(b) After October 1, 1990, school districts may not contribute to any employee protection or 
insurance other than liability insurance unless the district's employee benefit plan conforms to 
RCW 28A.400.275 and 28A.400.280. 
(c) After December 31, 2019, school district contributions to any employee insurance that is 
purchased through the health care authority must conform to the requirements established by 
chapter 41.05 RCW and the school employees' benefits board. 
(3) For school board members, educational service district board members, and students, the 
premiums due on such protection or insurance shall be borne by the assenting school board 
member, educational service district board member, or student. The school district or educational 
service district may contribute all or part of the costs, including the premiums, of life, health, health 
care, accident or disability insurance which shall be offered to all students participating in 
interschool activities on the behalf of or as representative of their school, school district, or 
educational service district. The school district board of directors and the educational service 
district board may require any student participating in extracurricular interschool activities to, as a 
condition of participation, document evidence of insurance or purchase insurance that will provide 
adequate coverage, as determined by the school district board of directors or the educational 
service district board, for medical expenses incurred as a result of injury sustained while 
participating in the extracurricular activity. In establishing such a requirement, the district shall 
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adopt regulations for waiving or reducing the premiums of such coverage as may be offered 
through the school district or educational service district to students participating in extracurricular 
activities, for those students whose families, by reason of their low income, would have difficulty 
paying the entire amount of such insurance premiums. The district board shall adopt regulations 
for waiving or reducing the insurance coverage requirements for low-income students in order to 
assure such students are not prohibited from participating in extracurricular interschool activities. 
(4) All contracts or agreements for insurance or protection written to take advantage of the 
provisions of this section shall provide that the beneficiaries of such contracts may utilize on an 
equal participation basis the services of those practitioners licensed pursuant to chapters 18.22, 
18.25, 18.53, 18.57, and 18.71 RCW. 
(5)(a) Until the creation of the school employees' benefits board under RCW 41.05.740, school 
districts offering medical, vision, and dental benefits shall: 
(i) Offer a high deductible health plan option with a health savings account that conforms to 
section 223, part VII of subchapter 1 of the internal revenue code of 1986. School districts shall 
comply with all applicable federal standards related to the establishment of health savings 
accounts; 
(ii) Make progress toward employee premiums that are established to ensure that full family 
coverage premiums are not more than three times the premiums for employees purchasing single 
coverage for the same coverage plan, unless a subsequent premium differential target is defined as 
a result of the review and subsequent actions described in *RCW 41.05.655; 
(iii) Offer employees at least one health benefit plan that is not a high deductible health plan 
offered in conjunction with a health savings account in which the employee share of the premium 
cost for a full-time employee, regardless of whether the employee chooses employee-only 
coverage or coverage that includes dependents, does not exceed the share of premium cost paid 
by state employees during the state employee benefits year that started immediately prior to the 
school year. 
(b) All contracts or agreements for employee benefits must be held to responsible contracting 
standards, meaning a fair, prudent, and accountable competitive procedure for procuring services 
that includes an open competitive process, except where an open process would compromise cost-
effective purchasing, with documentation justifying the approach. 
(c) School districts offering medical, vision, and dental benefits shall also make progress on 
promoting health care innovations and cost savings and significantly reduce administrative costs. 
(d) All contracts or agreements for insurance or protection described in this section shall be in 
compliance with chapter 3, Laws of 2012 2nd sp. sess. 
(6) The authority to make available basic and optional benefits to school employees under this 
section expires December 31, 2019, except (a) for nonrepresented employees of educational service 
districts for which the authority expires December 31, 2023, and (b) as authorized under 
RCW 28A.400.280. Beginning January 1, 2020, school districts, for all school employees, and 
educational service districts, for represented employees, shall make available basic and optional 
benefits through plans offered by the health care authority and the school employees' benefits 
board. Beginning January 1, 2024, educational service districts, for nonrepresented employees, shall 
make available basic and optional benefits through plans offered by the health care authority and 
the school employees' benefits board. 
 
[ 2020 c 231 § 2; 2019 c 411 § 6; 2018 c 260 § 23; 2017 3rd sp.s. c 13 § 816; 2012 2nd sp.s. c 3 § 
3; 2011 c 269 § 2; 2001 c 266 § 2. Prior: 1995 1st sp.s. c 6 § 18; 1995 c 126 § 1; 1993 c 492 § 226; 
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prior: 1990 1st ex.s. c 11 § 3; 1990 c 74 § 1; 1988 c 107 § 16; 1985 c 277 § 8; 1977 ex.s. c 255 § 
1; 1973 1st ex.s. c 9 § 1; 1971 ex.s. c 269 § 2; 1971 c 8 § 3; 1969 ex.s. c 237 § 3; 1969 ex.s. c 223 § 
28A.58.420; prior: 1967 c 135 § 2, part; 1959 c 187 § 1, part. Formerly RCW 28A.58.420, 28.76.410, 
part.] 
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RCW 28A.510.250 BY STATE 
SUPERINTENDENT. 
 
(1) On or before the last business day of September 1969 and each month thereafter, the 
superintendent of public instruction shall apportion from the state general fund to the several 
educational service districts of the state the proportional share of the total annual amount due and 
apportionable to such educational service districts for the school districts thereof as follows: 
 

Month Apportionment 
September 9% 

October 8% 
November 8.5% 
December 9% 

January 8.5% 
February 9% 
March 9% 
April 9% 
May 5% 
June 6.0% 
July 12.5% 

August 10.0% 
 
The annual amount due and apportionable shall be the amount apportionable for all 
apportionment credits estimated to accrue to the schools during the apportionment year 
beginning September 1st and continuing through August 31st. Appropriations made for school 
districts for each year of a biennium shall be apportioned according to the schedule set forth in this 
section for the fiscal year starting September 1st of the then calendar year and ending August 31st 
of the next calendar year, except as provided in subsection (2) of this section. The apportionment 
from the state general fund for each month shall be an amount which will equal the amount due 
and apportionable to the several educational service districts during such month: PROVIDED, That 
any school district may petition the superintendent of public instruction for an emergency advance 
of funds which may become apportionable to it but not to exceed ten percent of the total amount 
to become due and apportionable during the school districts apportionment year. The 
superintendent of public instruction shall determine if the emergency warrants such advance and if 
the funds are available therefor. If the superintendent determines in the affirmative, he or she may 
approve such advance and, at the same time, add such an amount to the apportionment for the 
educational service district in which the school district is located: PROVIDED, That the emergency 
advance of funds and the interest earned by school districts on the investment of temporary cash 
surpluses resulting from obtaining such advance of state funds shall be deducted by the 
superintendent of public instruction from the remaining amount apportionable to said districts 
during that apportionment year in which the funds are advanced. 
(2) In the 2010-11 school year, the June apportionment payment to school districts shall be 



 

reduced by one hundred twenty-eight million dollars, and an additional apportionment payment 
shall be made on July 1, 2011, in the amount of one hundred twenty-eight million dollars. This July 
1st payment shall be in addition to the regularly calculated July apportionment payment. 
 
[ 2017 3rd sp.s. c 13 § 1004; 2011 1st sp.s. c 4 § 1; 1990 c 33 § 426; 1982 c 136 § 1; 1981 c 282 
§ 1; 1981 c 5 § 32; 1980 c 6 § 5; 1979 ex.s. c 237 § 1; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 118 § 27; 1975 1st 
ex.s. c 275 § 67; 1974 ex.s. c 89 § 1; 1972 ex.s. c 146 § 1; 1970 ex.s. c 15 § 15. Prior: 1969 ex.s. 
c 184 § 3; 1969 ex.s. c 176 § 108; 1969 ex.s. c 223 § 28A.48.010; prior: 1965 ex.s. c 162 § 1; 1959 c 
276 § 3; prior: 1945 c 141 § 3, part; 1923 c 96 § 1; 1911 c 118 § 1; 1909 c 97 p 312 §§ 1, 
2, 3; Rem. Supp. 1945 § 4940-3, part. Formerly RCW 28A.48.010, 28.48.010.] 
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RCW 28A.530.080 ADDITIONAL AUTHORITY 
TO CONTRACT INDEBTEDNESS — NOTICE. 
 
(1) In addition to the authority granted under RCW 28A.530.010, a school district may contract 
indebtedness for any purpose specified in RCW 28A.530.010 (2), (4), and (5) or for the purpose of 
purchasing any real or personal property, or property rights, in connection with the exercise of any 
powers or duties which it is now or hereafter authorized to exercise, and issue bonds, notes, or 
other evidences of indebtedness therefor without a vote of the qualified electors of the district, 
subject to the limitations on indebtedness set forth in RCW 39.36.020(3). 
(2) Before issuing nonvoted bonds in excess of two hundred fifty thousand dollars, a school 
district shall publish notice of intent to issue such bonds and shall hold a public hearing on the 
proposal at any regular or special meeting of the school board. The notice shall designate: The 
date, time, and place of the hearing; the purpose and amount of the bonds; the type, terms, and 
conditions of bonds; and the means identified for repayment. The notice shall also state that any 
person may appear and be heard on the issue of issuing such bonds. The notice shall be published 
at least once each week for two consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in the 
district, or if there is none, in a newspaper of general circulation in the county or counties in which 
such district is a part. The last notice shall be published no later than seven days immediately 
before the hearing. At the conclusion of public comment, the board of directors may proceed to 
determine, by resolution, whether to issue such bonds. 
(3) The public notice and hearing requirements in subsection (2) of this section shall not apply to 
any refinancing or refunding of outstanding nonvoted or voted bonds. 
(4) Such bonds, notes, or other evidences of indebtedness shall be issued and sold in accordance 
with chapter 39.46 RCW, and the proceeds thereof shall be deposited in the capital projects fund, 
the transportation vehicle fund, or the general fund, as applicable. 
 
[2010 c 241 § 1; 1999 c 314 § 2; 1991 c 114 § 1.] 
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RCW 28A.545.100 AMOUNT DUE REFLECTS 
COST OF EDUCATION AND 
TRANSPORTATION OF STUDENTS. 
 
Unless otherwise agreed to by the board of directors of a nonhigh school district, the amounts 
which are established as due by a nonhigh school district pursuant to RCW 28A.545.030 through 
28A.545.110 and 84.52.0531, as now or hereafter amended, shall constitute the entire amount 
which is due by a nonhigh school district for the school year for the education of any and all 
students with or without disabilities residing in the nonhigh school district who attend a high 
school district pursuant to RCW 28A.225.210, and for the transportation of such students by a high 
school district. 
 
[1995 c 77 § 26; 1990 c 33 § 494; 1983 1st ex.s. c 61 § 7; 1981 c 264 § 8. Formerly RCW 28A.44.220.] 
 
Legislative Website for RCW 28A.545.100 
 
Top of Index 
 
Top of Other RCWs in RCW28A 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.545.030
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.545.110
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=84.52.0531
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.225.210
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.545.100


 

RCW 46.04.140 COMMERCIAL VEHICLE. 
 
"Commercial vehicle" means any vehicle the principal use of which is the transportation of 
commodities, merchandise, produce, freight, animals, or passengers for hire. 
 
[1961 c 12 § 46.04.140. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 15; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 
§ 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.] 
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RCW 46.04.382 PASSENGER CAR. 
 
"Passenger car" means every motor vehicle except motorcycles and motor-driven cycles, designed 
for carrying ten passengers or less and used for the transportation of persons. 
 
[1963 c 154 § 29.] 
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RCW 46.04.416 PRIVATE CARRIER BUS. 
 
"Private carrier bus" means every motor vehicle designed for the purpose of carrying passengers 
(having a seating capacity for eleven or more persons) used regularly to transport persons in 
furtherance of any organized agricultural, religious, or charitable purpose. Such term does not 
include buses operated by common carriers under a franchise granted by any city or town or the 
Washington public utilities commission. 
 
[1970 ex.s. c 100 § 3.] 
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RCW 46.04.521 SCHOOL BUS. 
 
School bus means every motor vehicle used regularly to transport children to and from school or in 
connection with school activities, which is subject to the requirements set forth in the most recent 
edition of "Specifications for School Buses" published by the state superintendent of public 
instruction, but does not include buses operated by common carriers in urban transportation of 
school children or private carrier buses operated as school buses in the transportation of children 
to and from private schools or school activities. 
 
[1995 c 141 § 1; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 90.] 
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RCW 46.04.600 TRAFFIC CONTROL SIGNAL. 
 
"Traffic control signal" means any traffic device, whether manually, electrically, or mechanically 
operated, by which traffic alternately is directed to stop or proceed or otherwise controlled. 
 
[1961 c 12 § 46.04.600. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 65; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.] 
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RCW 46.08.065 PUBLICLY OWNED VEHICLES 
TO BE MARKED – EXCEPTIONS. 
 
(1) It is unlawful for any public officer having charge of any vehicle owned or controlled by any 
county, city, town, or public body in this state other than the state of Washington and used in 
public business to operate the same upon the public highways of this state unless and until there 
shall be displayed upon such automobile or other motor vehicle in letters of contrasting color not 
less than one and one-quarter inches in height in a conspicuous place on the right and left sides 
thereof, the name of such county, city, town, or other public body, together with the name of the 
department or office upon the business of which the said vehicle is used. This section shall not 
apply to vehicles of a sheriff's office, local police department, or any vehicles used by local peace 
officers under public authority for special undercover or confidential investigative purposes. This 
subsection shall not apply to: (a) Any municipal transit vehicle operated for purposes of providing 
public mass transportation; (b) any vehicle governed by the requirements of subsection (4) of this 
section; nor to (c) any motor vehicle on loan to a school district for driver training purposes. It shall 
be lawful and constitute compliance with the provisions of this section, however, for the governing 
body of the appropriate county, city, town, or public body other than the state of Washington or its 
agencies to adopt and use a distinctive insignia which shall be not less than six inches in diameter 
across its smallest dimension and which shall be displayed conspicuously on the right and left sides 
of the vehicle. Such insignia shall be in a color or colors contrasting with the vehicle to which 
applied for maximum visibility. The name of the public body owning or operating the vehicle shall 
also be included as part of or displayed above such approved insignia in colors contrasting with the 
vehicle in letters not less than one and one-quarter inches in height. Immediately below the 
lettering identifying the public entity and agency operating the vehicle or below an approved 
insignia shall appear the words "for official use only" in letters at least one inch high in a color 
contrasting with the color of the vehicle. The appropriate governing body may provide by rule or 
ordinance for marking of passenger motor vehicles as prescribed in subsection (2) of this section or 
for exceptions to the marking requirements for local governmental agencies for the same purposes 
and under the same circumstances as permitted for state agencies under subsection (3) of this 
section. 
(2) Except as provided by subsections (3) and (4) of this section, passenger motor vehicles owned 
or controlled by the state of Washington, and purchased after July 1, 1989, must be plainly and 
conspicuously marked on the lower left-hand corner of the rear window with the name of the 
operating agency or institution or the words "state motor pool," as appropriate, the words "state of 
Washington — for official use only," and the seal of the state of Washington or the appropriate 
agency or institution insignia, approved by the department of enterprise services. Markings must 
be on a transparent adhesive material and conform to the standards established by the department 
of enterprise services. For the purposes of this section, "passenger motor vehicles" means sedans, 
station wagons, vans, light trucks, or other motor vehicles under ten thousand pounds gross vehicle 
weight. 
(3) Subsection (2) of this section shall not apply to vehicles used by the Washington state patrol 
for general undercover or confidential investigative purposes. Traffic control 



 

vehicles of the Washington state patrol may be exempted from the requirements of subsection (2) 
of this section at the discretion of the chief of the Washington state patrol. The department of 
enterprise services shall adopt general rules permitting other exceptions to the requirements of 
subsection (2) of this section for other vehicles used for law enforcement, confidential public health 
work, and public assistance fraud or support investigative purposes, for vehicles leased or rented by 
the state on a casual basis for a period of less than ninety days, and those provided for in RCW 
46.08.066. The exceptions in this subsection, subsection (4) of this section, and those provided for 
in RCW 46.08.066 shall be the only exceptions permitted to the requirements of subsection (2) of 
this section. 
(4) Any motorcycle, vehicle over 10,000 pounds gross vehicle weight, or other vehicle that for 
structural reasons cannot be marked as required by subsection (1) or (2) of this section that is 
owned or controlled by the state of Washington or by any county, city, town, or other public body 
in this state and used for public purposes on the public highways of this state shall be 
conspicuously marked in letters of a contrasting color with the words "State of Washington" or the 
name of such county, city, town, or other public body, together with the name of the department 
or office that owns or controls the vehicle. 
(5) All motor vehicle markings required under the terms of this chapter shall be maintained in a 
legible condition at all times. 
 
[2015 c 225 § 98;1998 c 111 § 4; 1989 c 57 § 9; 1975 1st ex.s. c 169 § 1; 1961 c 12 § 
46.08.065. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 46; RRS § 6360-46. Formerly RCW 46.36.140.] 
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RCW 46.16A.170 EXEMPTIONS FROM VEHICLE 
LICENSE FEES — STATE AND PUBLICLY 
OWNED VEHICLES. 
 
(1) The following vehicles are exempt from the payment of vehicle license fees: 
(a) Any vehicle owned, rented, or leased by the state of Washington, or by any county, city, town, 
school district, or other political subdivision of the state of Washington and used exclusively by 
them; 
(b) Vehicles owned or leased with an option to purchase by the United States government, or by 
the government of foreign countries, or by international bodies to which the United States 
government is a signatory by treaty; 
(c) Vehicles owned or leased by the governing body of an Indian tribe located within this state 
and recognized as a governmental entity by the United States department of the interior, and used 
exclusively in its service; 
(d) Any bus or vehicle owned and operated by a private school or schools meeting the 
requirements of RCW 28A.195.010 and used by that school or schools primarily to transport 
children to and from school or to transport children in connection with school activities. A 
registration issued by the department for these buses or vehicles is exempt from the motor vehicle 
excise tax provided in chapter 82.44 RCW; 
(e) Vehicles owned and used exclusively by the United States government and are clearly 
identified by displaying registration numbers or license plates assigned by the United States 
government if the vehicle is registered and displays license plates assigned to it by the United 
States government; and 
(f) Except for payment of the license plate fee required under RCW 46.17.240, vehicles owned 
and used exclusively by the United States government and are clearly identified by displaying 
registration numbers of license plates assigned by the state of Washington if the vehicle is 
registered and displays license plates assigned to it by the state of Washington. 
(2) The department shall assign a license plate or plates to each vehicle or may assign a block of 
license plates to an agency or political subdivision for further assignment by the agency or political 
subdivision to individual vehicles registered to it. The agency, political subdivision, or Indian tribe, 
except a foreign government or international body, shall pay the fee required in RCW 46.17.240 for 
the license plate or plates for each vehicle. 
(3) An Indian tribe located within this state and recognized as a governmental entity by the 
United States department of the interior is not entitled to register any tribal government service 
vehicle under this section if that tribe itself registers any tribal government service vehicles under 
tribal law. 
(4) A vehicle registration or license plates may not be issued to any vehicle under this section for 
the transportation of school children unless the vehicle has been first inspected by the director or 
the director's authorized representative. 
 
[2010 c 161 § 407; 1986 c 30 § 1; 1975 1st ex.s. c 169 § 5; 1973 1st ex.s. c 132 § 22; 1967 c 32 § 14; 
1965 ex.s. c 106 § 1; 1961 c 12 § 46.16.020. Prior: 1939 c 182 § 4; 1937 c 188 § 21; RRS § 6312-21; 
1925 ex.s. c 47 § 1; 1921 c 96 § 17; 1919 c 46 § 2; 
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1917 c 155 § 12; 1915 c 142 § 17; RRS § 6329. Formerly RCW 46.16.020.] 
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RCW 46.20.045 SCHOOL BUS, FOR HIRE 
DRIVERS — AGE. 
 
A person who is under the age of eighteen years shall not drive: 
(1) A school bus transporting school children; or 
(2) A motor vehicle transporting persons for compensation. 

[1999 c 6 § 10; 1971 ex.s. c 292 § 43; 1965 ex.s. c 121 § 6.] 

OSPI Additional Comment: See WAC 392-144-101 (1) 
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RCW 46.25.010 DEFINITIONS. (EFFECTIVE 
NOVEMBER 18, 2024.) 
The definitions set forth in this section apply throughout this chapter. 
(1) "Alcohol" means any substance containing any form of alcohol, including but not limited to 
ethanol, methanol, propanol, and isopropanol. 
(2) "Alcohol concentration" means: 
(a) The number of grams of alcohol per one hundred milliliters of blood; or 
(b) The number of grams of alcohol per two hundred ten liters of breath. 
(3) "Commercial driver's license" (CDL) means a license issued to an individual under 
chapter 46.20 RCW that has been endorsed in accordance with the requirements of this chapter to 
authorize the individual to drive a class of commercial motor vehicle. 
(4) The "commercial driver's license information system" (CDLIS) is the information system 
established pursuant to 49 U.S.C. Sec. 31309 to serve as a clearinghouse for locating information 
related to the licensing and identification of commercial motor vehicle drivers. 
(5) "Commercial learner's permit" (CLP) means a permit issued under RCW 46.25.052 for the 
purposes of behind-the-wheel training. 
(6) "Commercial motor vehicle" means a motor vehicle or combination of motor vehicles used in 
commerce to transport passengers or property if the motor vehicle: 
(a) Has a gross combination weight rating or gross combination weight of 11,794 kilograms or 
more (26,001 pounds or more), whichever is greater, inclusive of any towed unit or units with a 
gross vehicle weight rating or gross vehicle weight of more than 4,536 kilograms (10,000 pounds or 
more), whichever is greater; or 
(b) Has a gross vehicle weight rating or gross vehicle weight of 11,794 kilograms or more (26,001 
pounds or more), whichever is greater; or 
(c) Is designed to transport 16 or more passengers, including the driver; or 
(d) Is of any size and is used in the transportation of hazardous materials as defined in this section; 
or 
(e) Is a school bus regardless of weight or size. 
(7) "Conviction" means an unvacated adjudication of guilt, or a determination that a person has 
violated or failed to comply with the law in a court of original jurisdiction or by an authorized 
administrative tribunal, an unvacated forfeiture of bail or collateral deposited to secure the person's 
appearance in court, a plea of guilty or nolo contendere accepted by the court, the payment of a 
fine or court cost, entry into a deferred prosecution program under chapter 10.05 RCW, or violation 
of a condition of release without bail, regardless of whether or not the penalty is rebated, 
suspended, or probated. 
(8) "Disqualification" means a prohibition against driving a commercial motor vehicle. 
(9) "Drive" means to drive, operate, or be in physical control of a motor vehicle in any place open to 
the general public for purposes of vehicular traffic. For purposes of RCW 46.25.100, 46.25.110, 
and 46.25.120, "drive" includes operation or physical control of a motor vehicle anywhere in the 
state. 
(10) "Drugs" are those substances as defined by RCW 69.04.009, including, but not limited to, those 
substances defined by 49 C.F.R. Sec. 40.3. 
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(11) "Employer" means any person, including the United States, a state, or a political subdivision of 
a state, who owns or leases a commercial motor vehicle, or assigns a person to drive a commercial 
motor vehicle. 
(12) "Gross vehicle weight rating" (GVWR) means the value specified by the manufacturer as the 
maximum loaded weight of a single vehicle. The GVWR of a combination or articulated vehicle, 
commonly referred to as the "gross combined weight rating" or GCWR, is the GVWR of the power 
unit plus the GVWR of the towed unit or units. If the GVWR of any unit cannot be determined, the 
actual gross weight will be used. If a vehicle with a GVWR of less than 11,794 kilograms (26,001 
pounds or less) has been structurally modified to carry a heavier load, then the actual gross weight 
capacity of the modified vehicle, as determined by RCW 46.44.041 and 46.44.042, will be used as 
the GVWR. 
(13) "Hazardous materials" means any material that has been designated as hazardous under 49 
U.S.C. Sec. 5103 and is required to be placarded under subpart F of 49 C.F.R. Part 172 or any 
quantity of a material listed as a select agent or toxin in 42 C.F.R. Part 73. 
(14) "Motor vehicle" means a vehicle, machine, tractor, trailer, or semitrailer propelled or drawn by 
mechanical power used on highways, or any other vehicle required to be registered under the laws 
of this state, but does not include a vehicle, machine, tractor, trailer, or semitrailer operated 
exclusively on a rail. 
(15)(a) "Nondomiciled CLP or CDL" means a permit or license, respectively, issued under 
RCW 46.25.054 to a person who meets one of the following criteria: 
(i) Is domiciled in a foreign country as provided in 49 C.F.R. Sec. 383.23(b)(1) as it existed on 
October 1, 2017, or such subsequent date as may be provided by the department by rule, 
consistent with the purposes of this section; or 
(ii) Is domiciled in another state as provided in 49 C.F.R. Sec. 383.23(b)(2) as it existed on October 1, 
2017, or such subsequent date as may be provided by the department by rule, consistent with the 
purposes of this section. 
(b) The definition in this subsection (15) applies exclusively to the use of the term in this chapter 
and is not to be applied in any other chapter of the Revised Code of Washington. 
(16) "Out-of-service order" means a declaration by an authorized enforcement officer of a federal, 
state, Canadian, Mexican, or local jurisdiction that a driver, a commercial motor vehicle, or a motor 
carrier operation is out-of-service pursuant to 49 C.F.R. Secs. 386.72, 392.5, 395.13, 396.9, or 
compatible laws, or the North American uniform out-of-service criteria. 
(17) "Positive alcohol confirmation test" means an alcohol confirmation test that: 
(a) Has been conducted by a breath alcohol technician under 49 C.F.R. Part 40; and 
(b) Indicates an alcohol concentration of 0.04 or more. 
A report that a person has refused an alcohol test, under circumstances that constitute the refusal 
of an alcohol test under 49 C.F.R. Part 40, will be considered equivalent to a report of a positive 
alcohol confirmation test for the purposes of this chapter. 
(18) "School bus" means a commercial motor vehicle used to transport preprimary, primary, or 
secondary school students from home to school, from school to home, or to and from school-
sponsored events. School bus does not include a bus used as a common carrier. 
(19) "Serious traffic violation" means: 
(a) Excessive speeding, defined as fifteen miles per hour or more in excess of the posted limit; 
(b) Reckless driving, as defined under state or local law; 
(c) Driving while using a personal electronic device, defined as a violation of RCW 46.61.672, which 
includes in the activities it prohibits driving while holding a personal electronic device in either or 
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both hands and using a hand or finger for texting, or an equivalent administrative rule or local law, 
ordinance, rule, or resolution; 
(d) A violation of a state or local law relating to motor vehicle traffic control, other than a parking 
violation, arising in connection with an accident or collision resulting in death to any person; 
(e) Driving a commercial motor vehicle without obtaining a commercial driver's license; 
(f) Driving a commercial motor vehicle without a commercial driver's license in the driver's 
possession; however, any individual who provides proof to the court by the date the individual 
must appear in court or pay any fine for such a violation, that the individual held a valid CDL on the 
date the citation was issued, is not guilty of a "serious traffic violation"; 
(g) Driving a commercial motor vehicle without the proper class of commercial driver's license 
endorsement or endorsements for the specific vehicle group being operated or for the passenger 
or type of cargo being transported; and 
(h) Any other violation of a state or local law relating to motor vehicle traffic control, other than a 
parking violation, that the department determines by rule to be serious. 
(20) "State" means a state of the United States and the District of Columbia. 
(21) "Substance abuse professional" means an alcohol and drug specialist meeting the credentials, 
knowledge, training, and continuing education requirements of 49 C.F.R. Sec. 40.281. 
(22) "Tank vehicle" means any commercial motor vehicle that is designed to transport any liquid or 
gaseous materials within a tank or tanks having an individual rated capacity of more than 119 
gallons and an aggregate rated capacity of 1,000 gallons or more that is either permanently or 
temporarily attached to the vehicle or the chassis. A commercial motor vehicle transporting an 
empty storage container tank, not designed for transportation, with a rated capacity of 1,000 
gallons or more that is temporarily attached to a flatbed trailer is not considered a tank vehicle. 
(23) "Type of driving" means one of the following: 
(a) "Nonexcepted interstate," which means the CDL or CLP holder or applicant operates or expects 
to operate in interstate commerce, is both subject to and meets the qualification requirements 
under 49 C.F.R. Part 391 as it existed on April 30, 2019, or such subsequent date as may be 
provided by the department by rule, consistent with the purposes of this section, and is required to 
obtain a medical examiner's certificate under 49 C.F.R. Sec. 391.45 as it existed on April 30, 2019, or 
such subsequent date as may be provided by the department by rule, consistent with the purposes 
of this section; 
(b) "Excepted interstate," which means the CDL or CLP holder or applicant operates or expects to 
operate in interstate commerce, but engages exclusively in transportation or operations excepted 
under 49 C.F.R. Secs. 390.3(f), 391.2, 391.68, or 398.3, as they existed on April 30, 2019, or such 
subsequent date as may be provided by the department by rule, consistent with the purposes of 
this section, from all or parts of the qualification requirements of 49 C.F.R. Part 391 as it existed on 
April 30, 2019, or such subsequent date as may be provided by the department by rule, consistent 
with the purposes of this section, and is required to obtain a medical examiner's certificate in 
accordance with procedures provided in 49 C.F.R. Sec. 391.45 as it existed on April 30, 2019, or such 
subsequent date as may be provided by the department by rule, consistent with the purposes of 
this section; 
(c) "Nonexcepted intrastate," which means the CDL or CLP holder or applicant operates only in 
intrastate commerce and is required to obtain a medical examiner's certificate in accordance with 
procedures provided in 49 C.F.R. Sec. 391.45 as it existed on April 30, 2019, or such subsequent 
date as may be provided by the department by rule, consistent with the purposes of this section; or 



 

(d) "Excepted intrastate," which means the CDL or CLP holder wishes to maintain a CDL or CLP but 
not operate a commercial motor vehicle without changing his or her self-certification type. 
(24) "United States" means the 50 states and the District of Columbia. 
(25) "Collector truck" means a vehicle that: 
(a) Has current registration; 
(b) Is older than 30 years old; 
(c) Is a vehicle that meets the weight criteria of subsection (6) of this section; 
(d) Is capable of safely operating on the highway; 
(e) Is used for occasional use to and from truck conventions, auto shows, circuses, parades, 
displays, special excursions, and antique vehicle club meetings; 
(f) Is used for the pleasure of others without compensation; and 
(g) Is not used in the operations of a common or contract motor carrier and not used for 
commercial purposes. 
(26) "Collector truck operator" means an operator of a noncommercial vehicle that is being 
exclusively owned and operated as a collector truck. 
 
[ 2023 c 35 s 1. Prior: 2019 c 195 s 1; 2019 c 44 s 3; 2019 c 44 s 2; 2018 c 49 s 4; prior: 2017 c 334 s 
4; 2017 c 194 s 1; 2013 c 224 s 3; 2013 c 224 s 2; 2011 c 227 s 1; 2009 c 181 s 2; prior: 2006 c 327 s 
2; 2006 c 50 s 1; 2005 c 325 s 2; 2004 c 187 s 2; 1996 c 30 s 1; 1989 c 178 s 3.] 
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RCW 46.25.050 COMMERCIAL DRIVER'S 
LICENSE REQUIRED—EXCEPTIONS, 
RESTRICTIONS, RECIPROCITY. 
 
(1) Drivers of commercial motor vehicles must obtain a commercial driver's license as required 
under this chapter. Except when driving under a commercial learner's permit and a valid driver's 
license and accompanied by the holder of a commercial driver's license valid for the vehicle being 
driven, no person may drive a commercial motor vehicle unless the person holds and is in 
immediate possession of a commercial driver's license and applicable endorsements valid for the 
vehicle they are driving. However, this requirement does not apply to any person: 
(a) Who is the operator of a farm vehicle, and the vehicle is: 
(i) Controlled and operated by a farmer; 
(ii) Used to transport either agricultural products, which in this section include Christmas trees and 
wood products harvested from private tree farms and transported by vehicles weighing no more 
than forty thousand pounds licensed gross vehicle weight, farm machinery, farm supplies, animal 
manure, animal manure compost, or any combination of those materials to or from a farm; 
(iii) Not used in the operations of a common or contract motor carrier; and 
(iv) Used within one hundred fifty miles of the person's farm; or 
(b) Who is a firefighter or law enforcement officer operating emergency equipment, and: 
(i) The firefighter or law enforcement officer has successfully completed a driver training course 
approved by the director; and 
(ii) The firefighter or law enforcement officer carries a certificate attesting to the successful 
completion of the approved training course; or 
(c) Who is operating a recreational vehicle for noncommercial purposes. As used in this section, 
"recreational vehicle" includes a vehicle towing a horse trailer for a noncommercial purpose; or 
(d) Who is operating a commercial motor vehicle for military purposes. This exception is applicable 
to active duty military personnel; members of the military reserves; members of the national guard 
on active duty, including personnel on full-time national guard duty, personnel on part-time 
national guard training, and national guard military technicians (civilians who are required to wear 
military uniforms); and active duty United States coast guard personnel. This exception is not 
applicable to United States reserve technicians; or 
(e) Who is a collector truck operator using the vehicle in accordance with RCW 46.25.010. 
(2) No person may drive a commercial motor vehicle while his or her driving privilege is suspended, 
revoked, or canceled, while subject to disqualification, or in violation of an out-of-service order. 
Violations of this subsection shall be punished in the same way as violations of RCW 46.20.342(1). 
(3) The department must, to the extent possible, enter into reciprocity agreements with adjoining 
states to allow the waivers described in subsection (1) of this section to apply to drivers holding 
commercial driver's licenses from those adjoining states. 
 
[ 2019 c 195 § 2; 2013 c 224 § 4; 2011 c 142 § 1; 2006 c 327 § 3; 1995 c 393 § 1; 1990 c 56 § 1; 1989 c 
178 § 7.] 
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RCW 46.25.055 MEDICAL EXAMINATION AND 
CERTIFICATION—REQUIRED—EXCEPTION. 

 
Except as provided in 49 C.F.R. Sec. 391.67 as it existed on April 30, 2019, or such subsequent date 
as may be provided by the department by rule, consistent with the purposes of this section, a 
person may not drive a commercial motor vehicle unless he or she is physically qualified to do so 
and is medically examined and certified in accordance with procedures provided in 49 C.F.R. Sec. 
391.43 as it existed on April 30, 2019, or such subsequent date as may be provided by the 
department by rule, consistent with the purposes of this section. 
 
[ 2018 c 49 § 1; 2003 c 195 § 3.] 
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RCW 46.25.057 MEDICAL CERTIFICATE—
FAILURE TO CARRY—PENALTY. 
 
(1) It is a traffic infraction for a licensee under this chapter to drive a commercial vehicle while 
downgraded for not maintaining a current medical certificate with the department. 
(2) A person who violates this section is subject to a penalty of two hundred fifty dollars. If the 
person appears in person before the court or submits by mail written proof that he or she had, at 
the time the infraction took place, the medical examiner's certificate, the court shall reduce the 
penalty to fifty dollars. 
 
[ 2018 c 49 § 2; 2003 c 195 § 4.] 
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RCW 46.25.090 DISQUALIFICATION—
GROUNDS FOR, PERIOD OF—
RECORDS. (EFFECTIVE NOVEMBER 18, 2024.) 

 
(1) A person is disqualified from driving a commercial motor vehicle for a period of not less than 
one year if a report has been received by the department pursuant to RCW 46.20.308 or 46.25.120, 
or if the person has been convicted of a first violation, within this or any other jurisdiction, of: 
(a) Driving a motor vehicle under the influence of alcohol or any drug; 
(b) Driving a commercial motor vehicle while the alcohol concentration in the person's system is 
0.04 or more or any measurable amount of THC concentration, or driving a noncommercial motor 
vehicle while the alcohol concentration in the person's system is 0.08 or more, or is 0.02 or more if 
the person is under age 21, or with a THC concentration of 5.00 nanograms per milliliter of whole 
blood or more, or a THC concentration above 0.00 if the person is under the age of 21, as 
determined by any testing methods approved by law in this state or any other state or jurisdiction; 
(c) Leaving the scene of an accident involving a motor vehicle driven by the person; 
(d) Using a motor vehicle in the commission of a felony; 
(e) Refusing to submit to a test or tests to determine the driver's alcohol concentration or the 
presence of any drug while driving a motor vehicle; 
(f) Driving a commercial motor vehicle when, as a result of prior violations committed while 
operating a commercial motor vehicle, the driver's commercial driver's license is revoked, 
suspended, or canceled, or the driver is disqualified from operating a commercial motor vehicle; 
(g) Causing a fatality through the negligent operation of a commercial motor vehicle, including but 
not limited to the crimes of vehicular homicide and negligent homicide. 
If any of the violations set forth in this subsection occurred while transporting hazardous material, 
the person is disqualified for a period of not less than three years. 
(2) A person is disqualified for life if it has been determined that the person has committed or has 
been convicted of two or more violations of any of the offenses specified in subsection (1) of this 
section, or any combination of those offenses, arising from two or more separate incidents. 
(3) The department may adopt rules, in accordance with federal regulations, establishing 
guidelines, including conditions, under which a disqualification for life under subsection (2) of this 
section may be reduced to a period of not less than 10 years. 
(4) A person is disqualified from driving a commercial motor vehicle for life who: 
(a) Uses a motor vehicle in the commission of a felony involving the manufacture, distribution, or 
dispensing of a controlled substance, as defined by chapter 69.50 RCW, or possession with intent 
to manufacture, distribute, or dispense a controlled substance, as defined by chapter 69.50 RCW; or 
(b) Uses a motor vehicle in the commission of any trafficking offense under RCW 9A.40.100, which 
offenses are deemed consistent with felonies involving severe forms of trafficking in persons as 
described by the federal motor carrier safety administration. 
(5)(a) A person is disqualified from driving a commercial motor vehicle for a period of: 
(i) Not less than 60 days if: 
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(A) Convicted of or found to have committed a second serious traffic violation while driving a 
commercial motor vehicle; or 
(B) Convicted of reckless driving, where there has been a prior serious traffic violation; or 
(ii) Not less than 120 days if: 
(A) Convicted of or found to have committed a third or subsequent serious traffic violation while 
driving a commercial motor vehicle; or 
(B) Convicted of reckless driving, where there has been two or more prior serious traffic violations. 
(b) The disqualification period under (a)(ii) of this subsection must be in addition to any other 
previous period of disqualification. 
(c) For purposes of determining prior serious traffic violations under this subsection, each 
conviction of or finding that a driver has committed a serious traffic violation while driving a 
commercial motor vehicle or noncommercial motor vehicle, arising from a separate incident 
occurring within a three-year period, must be counted. 
(6) A person is disqualified from driving a commercial motor vehicle for a period of: 
(a) Not less than 180 days nor more than one year if convicted of or found to have committed a 
first violation of an out-of-service order while driving a commercial vehicle; 
(b) Not less than two years nor more than five years if, during a 10-year period, the person is 
convicted of or is found to have committed two violations of out-of-service orders while driving a 
commercial motor vehicle in separate incidents; 
(c) Not less than three years nor more than five years if, during a 10-year period, the person is 
convicted of or is found to have committed three or more violations of out-of-service orders while 
driving commercial motor vehicles in separate incidents; 
(d) Not less than 180 days nor more than two years if the person is convicted of or is found to have 
committed a first violation of an out-of-service order while transporting hazardous materials, or 
while operating motor vehicles designed to transport 16 or more passengers, including the driver. 
A person is disqualified for a period of not less than three years nor more than five years if, during 
a 10-year period, the person is convicted of or is found to have committed subsequent violations of 
out-of-service orders, in separate incidents, while transporting hazardous materials, or while 
operating motor vehicles designed to transport sixteen or more passengers, including the driver. 
(7)(a) A person is disqualified from driving a commercial motor vehicle for the period of time 
specified in (b) of this subsection if he or she is convicted of or is found to have committed one of 
the following six offenses at a railroad-highway grade crossing while operating a commercial motor 
vehicle in violation of a federal, state, or local law or regulation: 
(i) For drivers who are not required to always stop, failing to slow down and check that the tracks 
are clear of an approaching train or other on-track equipment; 
(ii) For drivers who are not required to always stop, failing to stop before reaching the crossing, if 
the tracks are not clear; 
(iii) For drivers who are always required to stop, failing to stop before driving onto the crossing; 
(iv) For all drivers, failing to have sufficient space to drive completely through the crossing without 
stopping; 
(v) For all drivers, failing to obey a traffic control device or the directions of an enforcement officer 
at the crossing; 
(vi) For all drivers, failing to negotiate a crossing because of insufficient undercarriage clearance. 
(b) A person is disqualified from driving a commercial motor vehicle for a period of: 
(i) Not less than 60 days if the driver is convicted of or is found to have committed a first violation 
of a railroad-highway grade crossing violation; 



 

(ii) Not less than 120 days if the driver is convicted of or is found to have committed a second 
railroad-highway grade crossing violation in separate incidents within a three-year period; 
(iii) Not less than one year if the driver is convicted of or is found to have committed a third or 
subsequent railroad-highway grade crossing violation in separate incidents within a three-year 
period. 
(8) A person is disqualified from driving a commercial motor vehicle for not more than one year if a 
report has been received by the department from the federal motor carrier safety administration 
that the person's driving has been determined to constitute an imminent hazard as defined by 49 
C.F.R. 383.5. A person who is simultaneously disqualified from driving a commercial motor vehicle 
under this subsection and under other provisions of this chapter, or under 49 C.F.R. 383.52, shall 
serve those disqualification periods concurrently. 
(9) Within 10 days after suspending, revoking, or canceling a commercial driver's license or 
disqualifying a driver from operating a commercial motor vehicle, the department shall update its 
records to reflect that action. 
 
[ 2023 c 35 s 6; 2022 c 51 s 1; 2017 c 87 s 5; 2013 2nd sp.s. c 35 s 10; 2011 c 227 s 4; 2006 c 327 s 
4; 2005 c 325 s 5; 2004 c 187 s 7. Prior: 2002 c 272 s 3; 2002 c 193 s 1; 1996 c 30 s 3; 1989 c 178 s 
11.] 
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RCW 46.32.010 TYPES OF INSPECTION 
AUTHORIZED — DUTIES OF STATE PATROL — 
PENALTIES. 
 
(1) The chief of the Washington state patrol may operate, maintain, or designate, throughout the 
state of Washington, stations for the inspection of commercial motor vehicles, school buses, and 
private carrier buses, with respect to vehicle equipment, drivers' qualifications, and hours of service 
and to set reasonable times when inspection of vehicles shall be performed. 
(2) The state patrol may inspect a commercial motor vehicle while the vehicle is operating on the 
public highways of this state with respect to vehicle equipment, hours of service, and driver 
qualifications. 
(3) It is unlawful for any vehicle required to be inspected to be operated over the public highways 
of this state unless and until it has been approved periodically as to equipment. 
(4) Inspections shall be performed by a responsible employee of the chief of the Washington 
state patrol, who shall be duly authorized and who shall have authority to secure and withhold, 
with written notice to the director of licensing, the certificate of license registration and license 
plates of any vehicle found to be defective in equipment so as to be unsafe or unfit to be operated 
upon the highways of this state, and it shall be unlawful for any person to operate a vehicle placed 
out of service by an officer unless and until it has been placed in a condition satisfactory to pass a 
subsequent equipment inspection. The officer in charge of such vehicle equipment inspection shall 
grant to the operator of such defective vehicle the privilege to move such vehicle to a place for 
repair under such restrictions as may be reasonably necessary. 
(5) In the event any insignia, sticker, or other marker is adopted to be displayed upon vehicles in 
connection with the inspection of vehicle equipment, it shall be displayed as required by the rules 
of the chief of the Washington state patrol, and it is a traffic infraction for any person to mutilate, 
destroy, remove, or otherwise interfere with the display thereof. 
(6) It is a traffic infraction for any person to refuse to have his or her motor vehicle examined as 
required by the chief of the Washington state patrol, or, after having had it examined, to refuse to 
place an insignia, sticker, or other marker, if issued, upon the vehicle, or fraudulently to obtain any 
such insignia, sticker, or other marker, or to refuse to place his or her motor vehicle in proper 
condition after having had it examined, or in any manner, to fail to conform to the provisions of 
this chapter. 
(7) It is a traffic infraction for any person to perform false or improvised repairs, or repairs in any 
manner not in accordance with acceptable and customary repair practices, upon a motor vehicle. 
 
[2010 c 8 § 9050; 2007 c 419 § 7; 1993 c 403 § 2; 1986 c 123 § 1; 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 67; 1979 c 158 § 
156; 1967 c 32 § 48; 1961 c 12 § 46.32.010. Prior: 1947 c 267 § 1; 1945 c 44 § 1; 1937 c 189 § 7; Rem. 
Supp. 1947 § 6360-7.] 
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RCW 46.32.070 INSPECTION OF DAMAGED 
VEHICLE. 
 
If a vehicle required to be inspected becomes damaged or deteriorated in such a manner that such 
vehicle has become unsafe for operation upon the public highways of this state, it is unlawful for 
the owner or operator thereof to cause such vehicle to be operated upon a public highway upon its 
return to service unless such owner or operator presents such vehicle for inspection of equipment 
within twenty-four hours after its return to service. 
 
[1986 c 123 § 6; 1961 c 12 § 46.32.070. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 13; RRS § 6360-13.] 
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RCW 46.37.190 WARNING DEVICES ON 
VEHICLES—OTHER DRIVERS YIELD AND STOP. 
 
(2) Every school bus and private carrier bus shall, in addition to any other equipment and distinctive 
markings required by this chapter, be equipped with a "stop" signal upon a background not less 
than 14 by 18 inches displaying the word "stop" in letters of distinctly contrasting colors not less 
than five and nine-tenths inches high, and shall further be equipped with signal lamps mounted as 
high and as widely spaced laterally as practicable, which shall be capable of displaying to the front 
two alternately flashing red lights located at the same level and to the rear two alternately flashing 
red lights located at the same level and these lights shall have sufficient intensity to be visible at 
500 feet in normal sunlight. 
(4) The lights described in this section shall not be mounted nor used on any vehicle other than a 
school bus, a private carrier bus, an authorized emergency or law enforcement vehicle, or an organ 
transport vehicle. 
 
[ 2023 c 290 § 3; 2020 c 95 § 1; 2005 c 183 § 8; 1993 c 401 § 2; 1987 c 330 § 710; 1985 c 331 § 1; 
1982 c 101 § 1; 1971 ex.s. c 92 § 1; 1970 ex.s. c 100 § 5; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 53; 1963 c 154 § 14; 1961 c 
12 § 46.37.190. Prior: 1957 c 66 § 1; 1955 c 269 § 19.] 
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RCW 46.37.193 SIGNS ON BUSES. 
 
Every school bus and private carrier bus, in addition to any other equipment or distinctive markings 
required by this chapter, shall bear upon the front and rear thereof, above the windows thereof, 
plainly visible signs containing only the words "school bus" on a school bus and only the words 
"private carrier bus" on a private carrier bus in letters not less than eight inches in height, and in 
addition shall be equipped with visual signals meeting the requirements of RCW 46.37.190. School 
districts may affix signs designed according to RCW 46.61.380 informing motorists of the monetary 
penalty for failure to stop for a school bus when the visual signals are activated. 
However, a private carrier bus that regularly transports children to and from a private school or in 
connection with school activities may display the words "school bus" in a manner provided in this 
section and need not comply with the requirements set forth in the most recent edition of 
"Specifications for School Buses" published by the superintendent of public instruction. 
 
[1997 c 80 § 3; 1995 c 141 § 2; 1990 c 241 § 10.] 
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RCW 46.37.195 SALE OF EMERGENCY VEHICLE 
LIGHTING EQUIPMENT RESTRICTED — 
REMOVAL OF EMERGENCY VEHICLE 
EQUIPMENT, WHEN REQUIRED — EXCEPTION. 
 
(1) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section, a public agency, business, entity, or person 
shall not sell or give emergency vehicle lighting equipment or other equipment to a person who 
may not lawfully operate the lighting equipment or other equipment on the public streets and 
highways. Prior to selling or giving an emergency vehicle to a person or entity that is not a public 
law enforcement or emergency agency within or outside the state, public law enforcement or 
emergency agency in another country, or private ambulance business within or outside the state, 
the seller or donor must remove all emergency lighting as defined in rules by the Washington state 
patrol, radios, and any other emergency equipment from the vehicle, except for reflective stripes 
and paint on fire trucks, that was not originally installed by the original vehicle manufacturer and 
that visibly identifies the vehicle as an emergency vehicle from the exterior, including spotlights 
and confinement or rear seat safety cages. If the equipment is not retained or transferred to 
another public law enforcement or emergency agency within or outside the state, public law 
enforcement or emergency agency in another country, or private ambulance business within or 
outside the state, the equipment must be dismantled with the individual parts being recycled or 
destroyed prior to being disposed of. The agency must also remove all decals, state and local 
designated law enforcement colors, and stripes that were not installed by the original vehicle 
manufacturer. 
(2) The sale or donation to a broker specializing in the resale of emergency vehicles, or a 
charitable organization, intending to deliver the vehicle or equipment to a public law enforcement 
or emergency agency within or outside the state, public law enforcement or emergency agency in 
another country, or private ambulance business within or outside the state, is allowed with the 
emergency equipment still installed and intact. If the broker or charitable organization sells or 
donates the emergency vehicle to a person or entity that is not a public law enforcement or 
emergency agency, or private ambulance business, the broker or charitable organization must 
remove the equipment and designations and is accountable and responsible for the removal of the 
equipment and designations not installed on the vehicle by the original vehicle manufacturer. 
Equipment not sold or donated to a public law enforcement or emergency agency, or a private 
ambulance business, must be removed and transferred, destroyed, or recycled in accordance with 
subsection (1) of this section. 
 
[2010 c 117 § 2; 1990 c 94 § 2.] 
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RCW 46.37.215 HAZARD WARNING LAMPS. 
 
(1) Any vehicle may be equipped with lamps for the purpose of warning other operators of other 
vehicles of the presence of a vehicular traffic hazard requiring the exercise of unusual care in 
approaching, overtaking, or passing. 
(2) After June 1, 1978, every motor home, bus, truck, truck tractor, trailer, semitrailer, or pole trailer 
eighty inches or more in overall width or thirty feet or more in overall length shall be equipped with 
lamps meeting the requirements of this section. 
(3) Vehicular hazard warning signal lamps used to display such warning to the front shall be 
mounted at the same level and as widely spaced laterally as practicable, and shall display 
simultaneously flashing amber light: PROVIDED, that on any vehicle manufactured prior to January 
1, 1969, the lamps showing to the front may display simultaneously flashing white or amber lights, 
or any shade of color between white and amber. The lamps used to display such warning to the 
rear shall be mounted at the same level and as widely spaced laterally as practicable, and shall 
show simultaneously flashing amber or red lights, or any shade of color between amber and red. 
These warning lights shall be visible from a distance of not less than five hundred feet in normal 
sunlight. 
 
[1977 ex.s. c 355 § 19.] 
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RCW 46.37.290 SPECIAL LIGHTING 
EQUIPMENT ON SCHOOL BUSES AND 
PRIVATE CARRIER BUSES. 
 
The chief of the Washington state patrol is authorized to adopt standards and specifications 
applicable to lighting equipment on and special warning devices to be carried by school buses and 
private carrier buses consistent with the provisions of this chapter, but supplemental thereto. Such 
standards and specifications shall correlate with and, so far as possible, conform to the 
specifications then current as approved by the society of automotive engineers. 
 
[1987 c 330 § 714; 1977 c 45 § 1; 1970 ex.s. c 100 § 6; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.290. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 29; 
prior: 1937 c 189 § 25, part; RRS § 6360-25, part; RCW 46.40.130, part; 1929 c 178 § 3, part; 1927 c 
309 § 20, part; RRS § 6362-20, part.] 
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RCW 46.37.420 TIRES — RESTRICTIONS. 
 
(4) Tires with metal studs imbedded therein may be used between November 1st and April 1st 
upon school buses and fire department vehicles, any law or regulation to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 
 
[2012 c 75 § 1; 2007 c 140 § 2; 1999 c 208 § 1; 1990 c 105 § 1; 1987 c 330 § 721; 1986 c 113 § 4; 1984 
c 7 § 50; 1971 ex.s. c 32 § 1; 1969 ex.s. c 7 § 1; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.420. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 42; prior: (i) 
1937 c 189 § 41; RRS § 6360-41; RCW 46.36.100. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 42; RRS § 6360-42; RCW 46.36.120; 
1929 c 180 § 7; 1927 c 309 § 46; 
RRS § 6362-46.] 
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RCW 46.37.620 SCHOOL BUSES — CROSSING 
ARMS. 
 
Effective September 1, 1992, every school bus shall, in addition to any other equipment required by 
this chapter, be equipped with a crossing arm mounted to the bus that, when extended, will require 
students who are crossing in front of the bus to walk more than five feet from the front of the bus. 
 
[1991 c 166 § 1.] 
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RCW 46.37.630 PRIVATE SCHOOL BUSES. 
 
A private school bus is subject to the requirements set forth in the National Standards for School 
Buses established by the national safety council in effect at the time of the bus manufacture, as 
adopted by rule by reference by the chief of the Washington state patrol. A private school bus 
manufactured before 1980 must meet the minimum standards set forth in the 1980 edition of the 
National Standards for School Buses. 
 
[1995 c 141 § 3.] 
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RCW 46.44.030 MAXIMUM LENGTHS. 
 
(1) It is unlawful for any person to operate upon the public highways of this state any vehicle 
having an overall length, with or without load, in excess of forty feet. This restriction does not apply 
to (a) a municipal transit vehicle, (b) auto stage, private carrier bus, school bus, travel trailer, or 
motor home with an overall length not to exceed forty-six feet, (c) an articulated auto stage with an 
overall length not to exceed sixty-one feet, excluding a bike rack up to four feet in length, or (d) an 
auto recycling carrier up to forty-two feet in length manufactured prior to 2005. 
(2)(a) It is unlawful for any person to operate upon the public highways of this state any 
combination consisting of a tractor and semitrailer that has a semitrailer length in excess of fifty-
three feet or a combination consisting of a tractor and two trailers in which the combined length of 
the trailers exceeds sixty-one feet, with or without load. 
(b) The restriction under this subsection does not apply to two trailers or semitrailers with a total 
weight that does not exceed twenty-six thousand pounds and when the two trailers or semitrailers 
do not carry property but constitute inventory property of a manufacturer, distributor, or dealer of 
such trailers. The total combination under this subsection (2)(b) may not exceed eighty-two feet of 
overall length. 
(3) It is unlawful for any person to operate on the highways of this state any combination consisting 
of a truck and trailer, or log truck and stinger-steered pole trailer, with an overall length, with or 
without load, in excess of seventy-five feet. "Stinger-steered," as used in this section, means the 
coupling device is located behind the tread of the tires of the last axle of the towing vehicle. 
(4)(a) The length limitations under this section do not apply to vehicles transporting poles, pipe, 
machinery, or other objects of a structural nature that cannot be dismembered and operated by a 
public utility when required for emergency repair of public service facilities or properties, but in 
respect to night transportation every such vehicle and load thereon shall be equipped with a 
sufficient number of clearance lamps on both sides and marker lamps upon the extreme ends of 
any projecting load to clearly mark the dimensions of the load. 
(b) Excluded from the calculation of length under this section are certain devices that provide 
added safety, energy conservation, or are otherwise necessary, and are not designed or used to 
carry cargo. The length-exclusive devices must be identified in rules adopted by the department of 
transportation under RCW 46.44.101. 
 
[ 2020 c 110 § 1; 2018 c 105 § 1; 2017 c 76 § 2; 2012 c 79 § 1; 2005 c 189 § 2; 2000 c 102 § 1; 1995 c 
26 § 1; 1994 c 59 § 2; 1993 c 301 § 1; 1991 c 113 § 1; 1990 c 28 § 1; 1985 c 351 § 1; 1984 c 104 § 1; 
1983 c 278 § 2; 1979 ex.s. c 113 § 4; 1977 ex.s. c 64 § 1; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 53 § 1; 1974 ex.s. c 76 § 
2; 1971 ex.s. c 248 § 2; 1967 ex.s. c 145 § 61; 1963 ex.s. c 3 § 52; 1961 ex.s. c 21 § 36; 1961 c 12 § 
46.44.030. Prior: 1959 c 319 § 25; 1957 c 273 § 14; 1951 c 269 § 22; prior: 1949 c 221 § 1, part; 1947 
c 200 § 5, part; 1941 c 116 § 1, part; 1937 c 189 § 49, part; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6360-49, part.] 
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RCW 46.61.150 DRIVING ON DIVIDED 
HIGHWAYS. 
 
Whenever any highway has been divided into two or more roadways by leaving an intervening 
space or by a physical barrier or clearly indicated dividing section or by a median island not less 
than eighteen inches wide formed either by solid yellow pavement markings or by a yellow 
crosshatching between two solid yellow lines so installed as to control vehicular traffic, every 
vehicle shall be driven only upon the right- hand roadway unless directed or permitted to use 
another roadway by official traffic- control devices or police officers. No vehicle shall be driven 
over, across or within any such dividing space, barrier or section, or median island, except through 
an opening in such physical barrier or dividing section or space or median island, or at a crossover 
or intersection established by public authority. 
 
[1972 ex.s. c 33 § 4; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 25.] 
 
Legislative Website for RCW 46.61.150 
 
Top of Index 
 
Top of RCW 46 Motor Vehicles 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.61.150


 

RCW 46.61.261 SIDEWALKS, CROSSWALKS — 
PEDESTRIANS, BICYCLES. 
 
(1) The driver of a vehicle shall yield the right-of-way to any pedestrian, bicycle, or personal delivery 
device on a sidewalk. The rider of a bicycle shall yield the right-of-way to a pedestrian on a 
sidewalk or crosswalk. A personal delivery device must yield the right-of-way to a pedestrian or a 
bicycle on a sidewalk or crosswalk. 
(2)(a) If a person is found to have committed an infraction under this section within a school, 
playground, or crosswalk speed zone created under RCW 46.61.440, the person must be assessed a 
monetary penalty equal to twice the penalty assessed under RCW 46.63.110. The penalty may not 
be waived, reduced, or suspended. 
(b) Fifty percent of the moneys collected under this subsection must be deposited into the school 
zone safety account. 
 
[ 2019 c 214 § 15; 2010 c 242 § 3; 2000 c 85 § 2; 1975 c 62 § 41.] 
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RCW 46.61.275 REPORTING OF CERTAIN 
SPEED ZONE VIOLATIONS — SUBSEQUENT 
LAW ENFORCEMENT INVESTIGATION. 
 
(1) A crossing guard who is eighteen years of age or older and observes a violation of RCW 
46.61.235(5), 46.61.245(2), or 46.61.261(2) may prepare a written report on a form provided by the 
state patrol or another law enforcement agency indicating that a violation has occurred. A crossing 
guard or school official may deliver the report to a law enforcement officer of the state, county, or 
municipality in which the violation occurred, but not more than seventy-two hours after the 
violation occurred. The crossing guard must include in the report the time and location at which 
the violation occurred, the vehicle license plate number, and a description of the vehicle involved in 
the violation. 
(2) The law enforcement officer may initiate an investigation of the reported violation after 
receiving the report described in subsection (1) of this section by contacting the owner of the 
motor vehicle involved in the reported violation and requesting the owner to supply information 
identifying the driver. If, after an investigation, the law enforcement officer is able to identify the 
driver and has reasonable cause to believe a violation of RCW 46.61.235(5), 46.61.245(2), or 
46.61.261 (2) has occurred, the law enforcement officer shall prepare a notice of traffic infraction 
and have it served upon the driver of the vehicle. 
 
[2010 c 242 § 5.] 
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RCW 46.61.350 CERTAIN VEHICLES MUST 
STOP AT ALL RAILROAD GRADE CROSSINGS – 
SPECIFIC VEHICLES — EXCEPTIONS — 
DEFINITION. 
 
(1)(a) The driver of any of the following vehicles must stop before the stop line, if present, and 
otherwise within fifty feet but not less than fifteen feet from the nearest rail at a railroad grade 
crossing unless exempt under subsection (3) of this section: 
(i) A school bus or private carrier bus carrying any school child or other passenger; 
… (b) While stopped, the driver must listen and look in both directions along the track for any 
approaching train or other on-track equipment and for signals indicating the approach of a train or 
other on-track equipment. The driver may not proceed until he or she can do so safely. 
(2) After stopping at a railroad grade crossing and upon proceeding when it is safe to do so, the 
driver must cross only in a gear that permits the vehicle to traverse the crossing without changing 
gears. The driver may not shift gears while crossing the track or tracks. 
(3) This section does not apply at any railroad grade crossing where: 
(a) Traffic is controlled by a police officer or flagger. 
(b) A functioning traffic control signal is transmitting a green light. 
(c) The tracks are used exclusively for a streetcar or industrial switching purposes. 
(d) The utilities and transportation commission has approved the installation of an "exempt" sign 
in accordance with the procedures and standards under RCW 81.53.060. 
(e) The crossing is abandoned and is marked with a sign indicating it is out-of- service. 
(f) The utilities and transportation commission has identified a crossing where stopping is not 
required under RCW 81.53.060. 
 
[2017 c 87 § 2; 2014 c 154 § 3; 2011 c 151 § 6. Prior: 2010 c 15 § 1; 2010 c 8 § 9069; 1977 c 78 § 1; 
1975 c 62 § 31; 1970 ex.s. c 100 § 7; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 48.] 
 
Legislative Website for RCW 46.61.350 
 
Top of Index 
 
Top of RCW 46 Motor Vehicles 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=81.53.060
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=81.53.060
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.61.350


 

RCW 46.61.370 OVERTAKING OR MEETING 
SCHOOL BUS, EXCEPTIONS — DUTIES OF BUS 
DRIVER 

— PENALTY — SAFETY CAMERAS. 
 
(1) The driver of a vehicle upon overtaking or meeting from either direction any school bus which 
has stopped on the roadway for the purpose of receiving or discharging any school children shall 
stop the vehicle before reaching such school bus when there is in operation on said school bus a 
visual signal as specified in RCW 46.37.190 and said driver shall not proceed until such school bus 
resumes motion or the visual signals are no longer activated. 
(2) The driver of a vehicle upon a highway divided into separate roadways as provided in RCW 
46.61.150 need not stop upon meeting a school bus which is proceeding in the opposite direction 
and is stopped for the purpose of receiving or discharging school children. 
(3) The driver of a vehicle upon a highway with three or more marked traffic lanes need not stop 
upon meeting a school bus which is proceeding in the opposite direction and is stopped for the 
purpose of receiving or discharging school children. 
(4) The driver of a school bus shall actuate the visual signals required by RCW 
46.37.190 only when such bus is stopped on the roadway for the purpose of receiving or 
discharging school children. 
(5) The driver of a school bus may stop completely off the roadway for the purpose of receiving 
or discharging school children only when the school children do not have to cross the roadway. The 
school bus driver shall actuate the hazard warning lamps as defined in RCW 46.37.215 before 
loading or unloading school children at such stops. 
(6) Except as provided in subsection (7) of this section, a person found to have committed an 
infraction of subsection (1) of this section shall be assessed a monetary penalty equal to twice the 
total penalty assessed under RCW 46.63.110. This penalty may not be waived, reduced, or 
suspended. Fifty percent of the money so collected shall be deposited into the school zone safety 
account in the custody of the state treasurer and disbursed in accordance with RCW 46.61.440(5). 
(7) An infraction of subsection (1) of this section detected through the use of an automated 
school bus safety camera under RCW 46.63.180 is not a part of the registered owner's driving 
record under RCW 46.52.101 and 46.52.120, and must be processed in the same manner as parking 
infractions, including for the purposes of RCW 3.50.100, 35.20.220, 46.16A.120, and 46.20.270(3). 
However, the amount of the fine issued for a violation of this section detected through the use of 
an automated school bus safety camera shall not exceed twice the monetary penalty for a violation 
of this section as provided under RCW 46.63.110. 
 
[2011 c 375 § 3; 1997 c 80 § 1; 1990 c 241 § 8; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 52.] 
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RCW 46.61.371 SCHOOL BUS STOP SIGN 
VIOLATORS — IDENTIFICATION BY VEHICLE 
OWNER. 
 
If a law enforcement officer investigating a violation of RCW 46.61.370 has reasonable cause to 
believe that a violation has occurred, the officer may request the owner of the motor vehicle to 
supply information identifying the driver of the vehicle at the time the violation occurred. When 
requested, the owner of the motor vehicle shall identify the driver to the best of the owner's ability. 
The owner of the vehicle is not required to supply identification information to the law 
enforcement officer if the owner believes the information is self-incriminating. 
 
[1992 c 39 § 1.] 
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RCW 46.61.372 SCHOOL BUS STOP SIGN 
VIOLATORS — REPORT BY BUS DRIVER — 
LAW ENFORCEMENT INVESTIGATION. 
 
(1) The driver of a school bus who observes a violation of RCW 46.61.370 may prepare a written 
report on a form provided by the state patrol or another law enforcement agency indicating that a 
violation has occurred. The driver of the school bus or a school official may deliver the report to a 
law enforcement officer of the state, county, or municipality in which the violation occurred but not 
more than seventy-two hours after the violation occurred. The driver shall include in the report the 
time and location at which the violation occurred, the vehicle license plate number, and a 
description of the vehicle involved in the violation. 
(2) The law enforcement officer shall initiate an investigation of the reported violation within ten 
working days after receiving the report described in subsection (1) of this section by contacting the 
owner of the motor vehicle involved in the reported violation and requesting the owner to supply 
information identifying the driver. Failure to investigate within the ten working day period does not 
prohibit further investigation or prosecution. If, after an investigation, the law enforcement officer is 
able to identify the driver and has reasonable cause to believe a violation of RCW 46.61.370 has 
occurred, the law enforcement officer shall prepare a notice of traffic infraction and have it served 
upon the driver of the vehicle. 
 
[1992 c 39 § 2.] 
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RCW 46.61.375 OVERTAKING OR MEETING 
PRIVATE CARRIER BUS — DUTIES OF BUS 
DRIVER. 
 
(1) The driver of a vehicle upon overtaking or meeting from either direction any private carrier 
bus which has stopped on the roadway for the purpose of receiving or discharging any passenger 
shall stop the vehicle before reaching such private carrier bus when there is in operation on said 
bus a visual signal as specified in RCW 46.37.190 and said driver shall not proceed until such bus 
resumes motion or the visual signals are no longer activated. 
(2) The driver of a vehicle upon a highway divided into separate roadways as provided in RCW 
46.61.150 need not stop upon meeting a private carrier bus which is proceeding in the opposite 
direction and is stopped for the purpose of receiving or discharging passengers. 
(3) The driver of a vehicle upon a highway with three or more lanes need not stop upon meeting 
a private carrier bus which is proceeding in the opposite direction and is stopped for the purpose 
of receiving or discharging passengers. 
(4) The driver of a private carrier bus shall actuate the visual signals required by RCW 46.37.190 
only when such bus is stopped on the roadway for the purpose of receiving or discharging 
passengers. 
(5) The driver of a private carrier bus may stop a private carrier bus completely off the roadway 
for the purpose of receiving or discharging passengers only when the passengers do not have to 
cross the roadway. The private carrier bus driver shall actuate the hazard warning lamps as defined 
in RCW 46.37.215 before loading or unloading passengers at such stops. 
 
[1990 c 241 § 9; 1970 ex.s. c 100 § 8.] 
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RCW 46.61.380 RULES FOR DESIGN, 
MARKING, AND MODE OF OPERATING 
SCHOOL BUSES. 
 
(1) The state superintendent of public instruction shall adopt and enforce rules not inconsistent 
with the law of this state to govern the design, marking, and mode of operation of all school buses 
owned and operated by any school district or privately owned and operated under contract or 
otherwise with any school district in this state for the transportation of school children. 
(2) School districts shall not be prohibited from placing or displaying a flag of the United States 
on a school bus when it does not interfere with the vehicle's safe operation. The state 
superintendent of public instruction shall adopt and enforce rules not inconsistent with the law of 
this state to govern the size, placement, and display of the flag of the United States on all school 
buses referenced in subsection (1) of this section. 
(3) Rules shall by reference be made a part of any such contract or other agreement with the 
school district. Every school district, its officers and employees, and every person employed under 
contract or otherwise by a school district is subject to such rules. It is unlawful for any officer or 
employee of any school district or for any person operating any school bus under contract with any 
school district to violate any of the provisions of such rules. 
 
[2002 c 29 § 1; 1995 c 269 § 2501; 1984 c 7 § 70; 1961 c 12 § 46.48.150. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 131; RRS 
§ 6360-131. Formerly RCW 46.48.150.] 
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RCW 46.61.385 SCHOOL PATROL — 
APPOINTMENT — AUTHORITY — FINANCE — 
INSURANCE. 
 
The superintendent of public instruction, through the superintendent of schools of any school 
district, or other officer or board performing like functions with respect to the schools of any other 
educational administrative district, may cause to be appointed voluntary adult recruits as 
supervisors and, from the student body of any public or private school or institution of learning, 
students, who shall be known as members of the "school patrol" and who shall serve without 
compensation and at the pleasure of the authority making the appointment. 
The members of such school patrol shall wear an appropriate designation or insignia identifying 
them as members of the school patrol when in performance of their duties, and they may display 
"stop" or other proper traffic directional signs or signals at school crossings or other points where 
school children are crossing or about to cross a public highway, but members of the school patrol 
and their supervisors shall be subordinate to and obey the orders of any peace officer present and 
having jurisdiction. 
School districts, at their discretion, may hire sufficient numbers of adults to serve as supervisors. 
Such adults shall be subordinate to and obey the orders of any peace officer present and having 
jurisdiction. 
Any school district having a school patrol may purchase uniforms and other appropriate insignia, 
traffic signs and other appropriate materials, all to be used by members of such school patrol while 
in performance of their duties, and may pay for the same out of the general fund of the district. 
It shall be unlawful for the operator of any vehicle to fail to stop his or her vehicle when directed to 
do so by a school patrol sign or signal displayed by a member of the school patrol engaged in the 
performance of his or her duty and wearing or displaying appropriate insignia, and it shall further 
be unlawful for the operator of a vehicle to disregard any other reasonable directions of a member 
of the school patrol when acting in performance of his or her duties as such. 
School districts may expend funds from the general fund of the district to pay premiums for life 
and accident policies covering the members of the school patrol in their district while engaged in 
the performance of their school patrol duties. 
Members of the school patrol shall be considered as employees for the purposes of RCW 
28A.400.370. 
 
[2010 c 8 § 9070; 1990 c 33 § 585; 1974 ex.s. c 47 § 1; 1961 c 12 § 46.48.160. Prior: 1953 c 278 § 1; 
1937 c 189 § 130; RRS § 6360-130; 1927 c 309 § 42; RRS § 6362-42. Formerly RCW 46.48.160.] 
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RCW 46.61.400 BASIC RULE AND MAXIMUM 
LIMITS. 
 
(1) No person shall drive a vehicle on a highway at a speed greater than is reasonable and 
prudent under the conditions and having regard to the actual and potential hazards then existing. 
In every event speed shall be so controlled as may be necessary to avoid colliding with any person, 
vehicle or other conveyance on or entering the highway in compliance with legal requirements and 
the duty of all persons to use due care. 
(2) Except when a special hazard exists that requires lower speed for compliance with subsection 
(1) of this section, the limits specified in this section or established as hereinafter authorized shall 
be maximum lawful speeds, and no person shall drive a vehicle on a highway at a speed in excess 
of such maximum limits. 
(a) Twenty-five miles per hour on city and town streets; 
(b) Fifty miles per hour on county roads; 
(c) Sixty miles per hour on state highways. 
The maximum speed limits set forth in this section may be altered as authorized in RCW 46.61.405, 
46.61.410, and 46.61.415. 
(3) The driver of every vehicle shall, consistent with the requirements of subsection 
(1) of this section, drive at an appropriate reduced speed when approaching and crossing an 
intersection or railway grade crossing, when approaching and going around a curve, when 
approaching a hill crest, when traveling upon any narrow or winding roadway, and when special 
hazard exists with respect to pedestrians or other traffic or by reason of weather or highway 
conditions. 
 
[1965 ex.s. c 155 § 54; 1963 c 16 § 1. Formerly RCW 46.48.011.] 
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RCW 46.61.687 CHILD RESTRAINT SYSTEM 
REQUIRED—CONDITIONS—EXCEPTIONS—
PENALTY FOR VIOLATION—DISMISSAL—
NONCOMPLIANCE NOT NEGLIGENCE—
IMMUNITY. 
 
(1) Whenever a child who is less than sixteen years of age is being transported in a motor vehicle 
that is in operation and that is required by RCW 46.37.510 to be equipped with a safety belt system 
in a passenger seating position, or is being transported in a neighborhood electric vehicle or 
medium-speed electric vehicle that is in operation, the driver of the vehicle shall keep the child 
properly restrained as follows: 
(a) A child under the age of two years must be properly secured in a child restraint system that is 
rear-facing until the child reaches the weight or height limit of the child restraint system as set by 
the manufacturer. A child may continue to be properly secured in a child restraint system that is 
rear-facing until the child reaches the weight or height limit of the child restraint system as set by 
the manufacturer, as recommended by the American academy of pediatrics. 
(b) A child who is not properly secured in a rear-facing child restraint system in accordance with (a) 
of this subsection and who is under the age of four years must be properly secured in a child 
restraint system that is forward-facing and has a harness until the child reaches the weight or 
height limit of the child restraint system as set by the manufacturer. A child may continue to be 
properly secured in a child restraint system that is forward-facing and has a harness until the child 
reaches the weight or height limit of the child restraint system as set by the manufacturer, as 
recommended by the American academy of pediatrics. 
(c) A child who is not properly secured in a child restraint system in accordance with (a) or (b) of 
this subsection and who is under four feet nine inches tall must be properly secured in a child 
booster seat. A child may continue to be properly secured in a child booster seat until the vehicle 
lap and shoulder seat belts fit properly, typically when the child is between the ages of eight and 
twelve years of age, as recommended by the American academy of pediatrics, or must be properly 
secured with the motor vehicle's safety belt properly adjusted and fastened around the child's 
body. 
(d) The child restraint system used must comply with standards of the United States department of 
transportation and must be secured in the vehicle in accordance with instructions of the vehicle 
manufacturer and the child restraint system manufacturer. 
(e) The child booster seat used must comply with standards of the United States department of 
transportation and must be secured in the vehicle in accordance with instructions of the vehicle 
manufacturer and the child booster seat manufacturer to position a child to sit properly in a 
federally approved safety seat belt system. 
(f) The driver of a vehicle transporting a child who is under thirteen years old shall transport the 
child in the back seat positions in the vehicle where it is practical to do so. 
(2) Enforcement of subsection (1) of this section is subject to a visual inspection by law 
enforcement to determine if the child restraint system in use is appropriate for the child's individual 
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height, weight, and age. The visual inspection for usage of a child restraint system must ensure that 
the child restraint system is being used in accordance with the instruction of the vehicle and the 
child restraint system manufacturers. 
(3) A person violating subsection (1) of this section may be issued a notice of traffic infraction 
under chapter 46.63 RCW. If the person to whom the notice was issued presents proof of 
acquisition of an approved child restraint system or a child booster seat, as appropriate, within 
seven days to the jurisdiction issuing the notice and the person has not previously had a violation 
of this section dismissed, the jurisdiction shall dismiss the notice of traffic infraction. 
(4) Failure to comply with the requirements of this section shall not constitute negligence by a 
parent or legal guardian. Failure to use a child restraint system shall not be admissible as evidence 
of negligence in any civil action. 
(5) This section does not apply to: (a) For hire vehicles, (b) vehicles designed to transport sixteen or 
less passengers, including the driver, operated by auto transportation companies, as defined in 
RCW 81.68.010, (c) vehicles providing customer shuttle service between parking, convention, and 
hotel facilities, and airport terminals, and (d) school buses. 
(6) As used in this section: 
(a) "Child booster seat" is a type of child restraint system; a backless child restraint system or a belt 
positioning system is a child booster seat provided it meets the federal motor vehicle safety 
standards set forth in 49 C.F.R. Sec. 571.213. 
(b) "Child restraint system" means a child passenger restraint system that meets the federal motor 
vehicle safety standards set forth in 49 C.F.R. Sec. 571.213. 
(7) The requirements of subsection (1)(c) of this section do not apply in any seating position where 
there is only a lap belt available. 
(8)(a) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, a person who has a current national certification 
as a child passenger safety technician and who in good faith provides inspection, adjustment, or 
educational services regarding child restraint systems is not liable for civil damages resulting from 
any act or omission in providing the services, other than acts or omissions constituting gross 
negligence or willful or wanton misconduct. 
(b) The immunity provided in this subsection does not apply to a certified child passenger safety 
technician who is employed by a retailer of child restraint systems and who, during his or her hours 
of employment and while being compensated, provides inspection, adjustment, or educational 
services regarding child restraint systems. 
 
[ 2019 c 59 § 1; 2007 c 510 § 4. Prior: 2005 c 415 § 1; 2005 c 132 § 1; 2003 c 353 § 5; 2000 c 190 § 2; 
1994 c 100 § 1; 1993 c 274 § 1; 1987 c 330 § 745; 1983 c 215 § 2.] 
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CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS TITLE 49--
TRANSPORTATION 

CHAPTER III--FEDERAL MOTOR CARRIER 
SAFETY ADMINISTRATION, DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION 

PART 390--FEDERAL MOTOR CARRIER SAFETY 
REGULATIONS 

 
Subpart A--General Applicability and Definitions Sec. 390.3 General applicability. 
(a) The rules in subchapter B of this chapter are applicable to all employers, employees, and 
commercial motor vehicles that transport property or passengers in interstate commerce. 
… 
(f) Exceptions. Unless otherwise specifically provided, the rules in this subchapter do not apply 
to-- 
(1) All school bus operations as defined in Sec. 390.5; 
392.82 of this chapter. 
(2) Transportation performed by the Federal government, a State, or any political subdivision of a 
State, or an agency established under a compact between States that has been approved by the 
Congress of the United States; 
 
Link to this CFR: 
Electronic Code of Federal Regulations - Title 49, Subtitle B, Chapter III, Subchapter B, Part 390 
  

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8a70d770f5222bee31a857a1a37102d9&node=pt49.5.390&rgn=div5
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8a70d770f5222bee31a857a1a37102d9&node=pt49.5.390&rgn=div5


 

 
 

WASHINGTON STATE PATROL 

WAC 446-65-010 TRANSPORTATION 
REQUIREMENTS. 
 
(1) The Washington state patrol hereby adopts the following parts of Title 49 Code of Federal 
Regulations (C.F.R.), in effect on the effective date of this section, for motor carriers used in 
intrastate or interstate commerce in their entirety: 
 
(a) Part 40 Procedures for transportation workplace drug and alcohol testing programs. 
… 
(q) Part 390 General. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 46.32.020 and 46.48.170. WSR 23-17-158, § 446-65-010, filed 8/23/23, 
effective 10/1/23; WSR 21-22-087, § 446-65-010, filed 11/2/21, effective 12/3/21; WSR 21-08-002, § 
446-65-010, filed 3/24/21, effective 4/24/21; WSR 18-06-029, § 446-65-010, filed 2/28/18, effective 
3/1/18. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 46.32.020. WSR 13-18-069, § 446-65-010, filed 9/3/13, effective 10/4/13; 
WSR 12-03-080, § 446-65-010, filed 1/13/12, effective 2/13/12; WSR 09-01-016, § 446-65-010, filed 
12/5/08, effective 1/5/09; WSR 06-08-082, § 446-65-010, filed 4/4/06, effective 5/5/06; WSR 05-20-
090, § 446-65-010, filed 10/5/05, effective 11/5/05; WSR 05-04-002, § 446-65-010, filed 1/19/05, 
effective 2/19/05. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 46.48.170. WSR 98-19-043, § 446-65-010, filed 9/11/98, effective 
10/12/98. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.33.020. WSR 96-22-035, § 446-65-010, filed 10/31/96, 
effective 12/1/96. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 46.32.020. WSR 95-13-080, § 446-65-010, filed 6/20/95, effective 7/21/95; 
WSR 94-01-178, § 446-65-010, filed 12/22/93, effective 1/22/94; WSR 91-06-066 (Order 90-005), § 
446-65-010, filed 3/1/91, effective 4/1/91. 
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NOTE: This is the CFR that (for instance) exempts school bus operations from the hours of service 
regulations. The WAC is the adoption of those regulations into WA law. 
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WACS FOR STUDENT TRANSPORTATION 
 

WAC 392-141 TRANSPORTATION — STATE 
ALLOCATION FOR OPERATIONS 
 
 
WAC 392-141-300 Authority and purpose. 
 
WAC 392-141-310 Definitions. 
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WAC 392-141-330 School bus driver daily logs. 
 
WAC 392-141-340 Determination of the walk area. 
 
WAC 392-141-350 Authorization and limitation on district payments for individual and in lieu 
transportation arrangements. 
 
WAC 392-141-360 Operation allocation computation. 
 
WAC 392-141-375 Funding calculation for charter schools. 
 
WAC 392-141-380 Alternate funding systems for low enrollment districts, nonhigh districts, districts 
participating in interdistrict transportation cooperatives, and educational service districts operating 
special transportation services. 
 
WAC 392-141-390 Allocation schedule for state payments. 
 
WAC 392-141-400 Efficiency evaluation review. 
 
WAC 392-141-410 Recovery of transportation funds. 
 
WAC 392-141-420 District recordkeeping requirements. 
 
WAC 392-141-430 Charter school recordkeeping requirements. 
 
Top of document 
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WAC 392-142-005 Authority and purpose. 
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WAC 392-143 TRANSPORTATION — 
SPECIFICATIONS FOR SCHOOL BUSES 
 
 
WAC 392-143-001 Authority and purpose. 
 
WAC 392-143-010 Definitions. 
 
WAC 392-143-015 School bus specifications manual. 
 
WAC 392-143-031 School bus inspection—School bus operation permit. 
 
WAC 392-143-032 School bus operation permit. 
 
WAC 392-143-035 Routine inspection of school buses. 
 
WAC 392-143-040 Other required inspections of school buses. 
 
WAC 392-143-050 Resold school buses. 
 
WAC 392-143-055 Responsibility for compliance with school bus specification rules. 
 
WAC 392-143-060 School bus specifications continued compliance. 
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WAC 392-145 TRANSPORTATION—
OPERATION RULES 
 
WAC 392-145-001 Authority and purpose. 
 
WAC 392-145-005 Definition of a "school bus." 
 
WAC 392-145-011 School district requirements. 
 
WAC 392-145-016 Rules for students riding school buses. 
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WAC 392-141-300 AUTHORITY AND 
PURPOSE. 
 
The authority for this chapter is RCW 28A.150.290 which authorizes the superintendent of public 
instruction to adopt rules and regulations for the administration of chapter 28A.150 RCW, which 
includes student transportation programs, RCW 28A.160.030, which includes individual and in lieu 
transportation arrangements, RCW 28A.160.160 which includes hazardous walking conditions, and 
RCW 28A.160.1921 which includes the transportation reporting requirements. The purpose of this 
chapter is to establish the method for the allocation of funding for the operation of public school 
student transportation programs. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.150.290. WSR 11-15-007, § 392-141-300, filed 7/7/11, effective 
8/7/11.] 
 
Legislative Website for WAC 392-141-300 
 
Index for WAC 392-141 
 
Top of document 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.155
http://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=392-141-300


 

WAC 392-141-310 DEFINITIONS. 
 
The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires 
otherwise: 
(1) "Superintendent" means the superintendent of public instruction. 
(2) "District" means either a school district or an educational service district. 
(3) "Charter school" means a public school operating under the provisions of chapter 28A.710 
RCW. 
(4) The definition of "school" includes learning centers or other agencies where educational 
services are provided. 
(5) "Eligible student" means any student served by a district or charter school transportation 
program either by bus, district car, or individual arrangements meeting one or more of the 
following criteria: 
(a) A student whose route stop is outside the walk area of the student's enrollment school site; or 
(b) A student whose disability is defined by RCW 28A.155.020 and who is either not ambulatory or 
not capable of protecting his or her own welfare while traveling to or from school. 
Districts determine which students are provided with transportation services; however, only eligible 
students qualify for funding under the operations allocation. 
(6) "To and from transportation" means all transportation between route stops and schools both 
before and after the school day. To and from transportation includes transportation between home 
and school and transportation between schools, commonly referred to as shuttles. Transportation 
not authorized for state allocations under this definition includes, but is not limited to, 
transportation for students participating in nonacademic extended day programs, field trips, and 
extracurricular activities. 
(7) "Home to school transportation" means all student transportation between route stops and 
schools both before and after the school day. Home to school transportation does not include 
transportation between schools. 
(8) "Basic program transportation" means students transported between home and school for 
their basic education. Basic program transportation includes those students who qualify under RCW 
28A.155.020 for special services and are capable of protecting his or her own welfare while 
traveling to or from school and those students who are enrolled in gifted or bilingual programs or 
homeless students that do not require specialized transportation. Also included in basic program 
transportation is transportation required to comply with the school choice provisions of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). 
(9) "Special program transportation" means home to school transportation for one of the 
following specialized programs: 
(a) Special education programs provided for by chapter 28A.155 RCW and where transportation 
as a related service is included on the student's individual education plan or where transportation is 
required under the provisions of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973; or 
(b) Students who require special transportation to a bilingual program in a centralized location; or 
(c) Students who require special transportation to a gifted program in a centralized location; or 
(d) Students who require special transportation to their school of origin as required by the 
provisions of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act or the foster care provisions in the 
ESEA Section 1112 (c)(5)(B); or 
(e) Students who require special transportation to a district operated head start, district operated 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.710
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.710
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.155.020
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.155.020
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.155


 

early childhood education assistance program, or other district operated early education program. 
(10) "Private party contract" means the provision of home to school transportation service using a 
private provider (not in a school bus). Private party contracts shall require criminal background 
checks of drivers and other adults with unsupervised access to students and assurances that any 
students transported be provided with child safety restraint systems that are age and weight 
appropriate. Vehicles used must meet school bus specifications established in chapter 392-143 
WAC if they have a manufacturer's design capacity of greater than ten passengers, including the 
driver. However, a vehicle manufactured to meet the federal specifications of a multifunction school 
activity bus may be used. 
(11) "In lieu transportation" means a contract to provide home to school transportation with a 
parent, guardian, or adult student, including transportation on rural roads to access a school bus 
stop. 
(12) "Count period" is the three consecutive school day window used for establishing the reported 
student count on home to school routes. 
(13) The school year is divided into three "report periods," as follows: September - October, 
November - January, and February - April. These report periods are also referred to respectively as 
the fall, winter, and spring reports. The count period must not fall within five school days of the end 
of the report period. 
(14) "Combined student count" is the total number of basic program or special program eligible 
student riders reported during each report period. The combined student counts for the 
determination of funding consist of the prorated basic program and special program student 
counts from the prior year's spring report and the current year's fall and winter reports. The prior 
school year's fall, winter and spring student counts are used for the determination of the efficiency 
rating. The combined student counts are prorated based on the number of months in the 
respective report period. For a charter school in the first year of operation, the current year fall 
count shall be used as the prior year spring count to determine the combined student count. 
(15) "Average distance to school" means the average of the distances from each school bus stop 
measured by the shortest road path to the assigned student's school of enrollment. 
(16) "Prorated average distance" is calculated by taking the average distance to school weighted 
by the number of months in the corresponding report period. The prorated average distance used 
in calculating district allocation consists of the prorated average distance from the prior year's 
spring report and the current year's fall and winter reports. The prior school year's fall, winter and 
spring average distances are used for the determination of the efficiency rating. 
(17) "Prorated number of destinations" is calculated by taking the number of learning centers a 
school district provides with home-to-school transportation service  weighted by the number of 
months in the corresponding report period. The prorated number of destinations used in 
calculating district allocation consists of the prorated number of destinations from the prior year's 
spring report and the current year's fall and winter reports. The prior school year's fall, winter, and 
spring number of destinations are used for the determination of the efficiency rating. 
(18) "Land area" is the area of the school district in square miles, excluding water and public lands, 
as determined by the superintendent. For educational service districts, the land area value will be 
determined by the superintendent from the contiguous area provided with transportation service. 
(19) "Roadway miles" refers to the number of public roadway miles within the land area of the 
school district, as determined by the superintendent. For educational service districts, the roadway 
mile value will be determined by the superintendent from the roadway miles within the contiguous 
area provided with transportation service. 
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(20) "Walk area" is defined as the area around a school where the shortest safe walking route to 
school is less than one mile. 
(21) "District car route" means to and from school transportation where a district motor pool 
vehicle (not a school bus) is used to transport an eligible student or students. Any regularly 
scheduled home to school transportation in a district car is required to be driven by an authorized 
school bus driver. 
(22) "District car allocation" is calculated by multiplying the total annual district car route mileage 
by the rate of reimbursement per mile that is authorized for state employees for the use of private 
motor vehicles in connection with state business in effect on September 1st of each year. 
(23) A "low ridership district" is defined as a district with an annual student count less than two 
hundred eighteen students. 
(24) A "nonhigh" district is defined as a district meeting the eligibility requirements for a nonhigh 
district as established by the superintendent of public instruction's school apportionment and 
financial services section. 
(25) A "transportation cooperative" is defined as two or more districts sharing transportation 
operations administrative functions. An interdistrict agreement for the provision of maintenance 
services on school buses does not constitute a transportation cooperative for the purposes of this 
chapter, regardless if the agreement qualifies as a transportation cooperative under the provisions 
of chapter 392-346 WAC, unless shared operations administrative functions are also included in the 
interdistrict agreement. A transportation cooperative has the option of reporting as a single entity. 
(26) "Alternate funding system" means an additional funding system as provided in RCW 
28A.160.191, defined by OSPI to adjust the allocation for low enrollment school districts, nonhigh 
school districts, school districts participating in interdistrict transportation cooperatives, and 
educational service districts operating special transportation services. 
(27) "Prior year expenditures" means the total of school district transportation operations costs for 
to-and-from transportation for the prior school year. All revenue reported in transportation except 
for the state allocation for transportation operations is deducted from reported costs, including in 
lieu of depreciation allocations under the provisions of WAC 392-142-245 for districts contracting 
transportation services. Any adjustments as a result of audits or other adjustments to prior year 
costs shall not be included unless those adjustments are correcting the actual cost of transportation 
operations for the prior year. The basis for the prior year expenditures shall be the district financial 
statement. School districts are only required to report adjustments not reflected in the annual 
financial statement. 
(28) "Expected allocation" means the initial amount of funding resulting from the regression 
analysis calculation. 
(29) "Adjusted allocation" means the expected allocation plus any alternate funding system, 
calendar, or legislative adjustments. 
(30) For a district, "actual allocation" means the lesser of the prior year expenditures including 
adjustments by the legislature or the adjusted allocation. For a charter school, the actual allocation 
is a final amount to be allocated for transportation services using the process described in this 
chapter, plus any funding provided under chapter 392-142 WAC. 
(31) "Efficiency evaluation" refers to the statistical evaluation of efficiency of a school district's 
transportation operation using linear programming of the data required by the funding formula 
and the number of buses used on home-to-school routes. Each school district is separately 
compared to an individualized statistical model of a district having similar site characteristics. The 
efficiency evaluation is expressed as a percentage efficiency rating. 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=392-346
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.160.191
http://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=392-142-245
http://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=392-142


 

(32) A district's "transportation funding percentage" is calculated by dividing the district's actual 
allocation by the district's prior year expenditures. 
(33) The "state median percent funded" is determined by calculating each district's transportation 
funding percentage and taking the median value by sorting the total number of reporting districts 
in descending order and selecting the middle value. If there is an even number of districts, the 
bottom value in the top half shall be used. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.150.290. WSR 16-22-073, § 392-141-310, filed 11/1/16, effective 
12/2/16; WSR 16-05-062, § 392-141-310, filed 2/12/16, effective 3/14/16; WSR 15-11-075, § 392-
141-310, filed 5/19/15, effective 6/19/15; WSR 13-17-110, § 392-141-310, filed 8/21/13, effective 
9/21/13; WSR 11-15-007, § 392-141-310, filed 7/7/11, effective 8/7/11.] 
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WAC 392-141-320 REPORTING 
REQUIREMENTS. 
 
(1) Reports shall be submitted by each district or charter school to the superintendent no later 
than the last business day in October, the first business day in February, and the first business day 
in May. These reports shall reflect to the extent practical the planned student transportation 
program for the entire report period and which is in operation during the ridership count period. 
The superintendent shall have the authority to make modifications or adjustments in accordance 
with the intent of RCW 28A.160.150. Each district or charter school shall submit the data required 
on a timely basis as a condition to the continuing receipt of student transportation allocations. 
(2) In each report period, districts shall report such operational data and descriptions, as required 
by the superintendent to determine the operations allocation for each district, including: 
(a) School bus route information; 
(b) Student count information; and 
(c) An update to the estimated total car mileage for the current school year. 
(3) For the fall report, districts shall report to the superintendent as required: 
(a) An annual school bus mileage report including the total to and from school bus miles for the 
previous school year, and other categories as requested; 
(b) An annual report of each type of fuel purchased for student transportation service for the 
previous school year, including quantity and cost. This report shall be considered part of the 
district's annual financial statement for the purposes of RCW 28A.160.170(2); and 
(c) An annual report as required by RCW 28A.300.540 of the number of students transported to 
their school of origin as required by the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act and the foster 
care provisions in the ESEA Section 1112 (c)(5)(B) for the previous school year, and the total 
mileage and additional cost of such transportation. These costs may include, but are not limited to: 
(i) Transportation service that serves only student(s) under McKinney-Vento and the foster care 
provisions in the ESEA Section 1112 (c)(5)(B). Districts may determine costs based upon route 
mileage and an average per mile cost for operation of the bus or vehicle. Driver time may be taken 
from actual driver costs records if such records are maintained, or may be determined using an 
average driver costs factor. 
(ii) Incremental revisions in route at the start or end of a route to accommodate McKinney-Vento 
and foster care transportation, if separately identified, may be included based upon route mileage 
and an average per mile cost for operation of the bus or vehicle. 
(iii) Costs for public transportation or other contracted services for transporting McKinney-Vento 
and foster care student(s). 
(iv) Nondriver transportation staff positions whose job duties are predominately overseeing or 
routing services to McKinney-Vento and foster care students. If the position duties encompass 
other non-McKinney-Vento and foster care areas, then only the costs directly related to McKinney-
Vento and foster care transportation shall be included and such costs shall be determined using 
federal time and effort reporting procedures. 
No indirect or allocated costs may be included in this reporting. 
(4) In each report period, charter schools shall report student counts. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.150.290. WSR 16-22-073, § 392-141-320, filed 11/1/16, effective 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.160.150
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.160.170
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.300.540


 

12/2/16; WSR 16-05-062, § 392-141-320, filed 2/12/16, effective 3/14/16; WSR 15-11-075, § 392-
141-320, filed 5/19/15, effective 6/19/15; WSR 13-17-110, § 392-141-320, filed 8/21/13, effective 
9/21/13; WSR 11-15-007, § 392-141-320, filed 7/7/11, effective 8/7/11.] 
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WAC 392-141-330 SCHOOL BUS DRIVER 
DAILY LOGS. 
 
Districts shall require drivers to maintain a daily route log that includes the school bus driver's 
name, bus number, route number, destinations, and student counts by destination, pretrip and 
posttrip verification, with the date and school bus driver's signature. These daily route logs shall be 
completed in ink and shall be maintained in the district files in accordance with the district record 
retention schedule. Electronic data collection systems or files may be used for any of this 
information. 
Daily route logs are required to be completed at least once each week. If a district does not require 
daily route logs on a daily basis, the district must ensure that during each report period a daily log 
is collected on at least one additional weekday corresponding to each of the days of the count 
period. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.150.290. WSR 15-11-075, § 392-141-330, filed 5/19/15, effective 
6/19/15; WSR 11-15-007, § 392-141-330, filed 7/7/11, effective 8/7/11.] 
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WAC 392-141-340 DETERMINATION OF THE 
WALK AREA. 
 
(1) Each district or charter school shall determine the walk area for each school building or 
learning center where students are enrolled, attend class and transportation is provided. The 
district or charter school is required to use a process to determine the walk area that involves as 
many of the following groups as possible: Parents, school administrators, law enforcement 
representatives, traffic engineers, public health or walking advocates and other interested parties. 
Hazardous conditions requiring transportation service will be documented and will include all 
roadways, environmental and social conditions included in the evaluation process. The process will 
be consistent with the one described in School Walk and Bike Routes: A Guide for Planning and 
Improving Walk and Bike to School Options for Students published by the Washington state 
department of transportation. 
(2) The process will identify preferred walking routes from each neighborhood to each elementary 
school as required by RCW 28A.160.160(5). Walk areas will be reviewed as conditions change or 
every two years. 
(3) Districts and charter schools are allowed to provide transportation service within the walk area, 
but basic program students who are provided transportation from school bus stops within the walk 
area are not eligible for funding. It is the responsibility of each district or charter school to ensure 
that noneligible students who are provided with transportation service within the walk area are 
correctly reported during the count period. 
(4) A district or charter school is not required to document the process used to determine that 
transportation will not be provided from an area. Districts and charter schools are only required to 
document the process used to make a decision to transport within one road mile of a school if such 
transportation is provided due to hazardous conditions and those students are reported for 
funding. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.150.290. WSR 15-11-075, § 392-141-340, filed 5/19/15, effective 
6/19/15; WSR 11-15-007, § 392-141-340, filed 7/7/11, effective 8/7/11.] 
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WAC 392-141-350 AUTHORIZATION AND 
LIMITATION ON DISTRICT PAYMENTS FOR 
INDIVIDUAL AND IN LIEU TRANSPORTATION 
ARRANGEMENTS. 
 
Districts may commit to individual transportation or in lieu arrangements subject to approval by 
the educational service district superintendent or his or her designee. The following arrangements 
and limitations apply: 
(1) A district shall contract with the custodial parent, parents, guardian(s), person(s) in loco 
parentis, or adult student(s) to pay the lesser of the following in lieu of transportation by the 
district: 
(a) Mileage and tolls for home to school transportation (in whole or part) for not more than two 
necessary round trips per school day, unless additional trips are required due to the provisions of 
the student's individualized education program; or 
(b) Mileage and tolls for home to school transportation for not more than five round trips per 
school year, plus room and board. 
(2) The in lieu of transportation mileage, tolls and board and room rates of reimbursement which 
a district is hereby authorized to pay shall be computed as follows: 
(a) Mileage reimbursement shall be computed by multiplying the actual road distance from home 
to school (or other location specified in the contract) with any type of transportation vehicle that is 
operated for the purpose of carrying one or more students by the maximum rate of reimbursement 
per mile that is authorized by law for state employees for the use of private motor vehicles in 
connection with state business; 
(b) Toll reimbursement shall be computed by adding the actual fees paid as a condition to the 
passage of a transportation vehicle and its student passengers or its operator, or both, across a 
bridge or upon a ferry, and similar fees imposed as a condition to the passage, ingress, or egress of 
such vehicle and its student passengers or its operator, or both, while traveling to and from school; 
and 
(c) Board and room reimbursement shall be computed at the rates established by the department 
of social and health services (inclusive of the basic rates and, in the case of disabled students, the 
additional amounts for students with special needs, but exclusive of any rates or amounts for 
clothing and supplies). 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.150.290. WSR 13-17-110, § 392-141-350, filed 8/21/13, effective 
9/21/13; WSR 11-15-007, § 392-141-350, filed 7/7/11, effective 8/7/11.] 
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WAC 392-141-360 OPERATION ALLOCATION 
COMPUTATION. 
 
(1) The operation allocation shall be calculated using the following factors: 
(a) The combined student count of basic program students; 
(b) The combined student count of special program students; 
(c) The district's prorated average distance; 
(d) The district's total land area; 
(e) The district's prorated number of destinations; 
(f) If the district is a nonhigh district, the answer to the following question: Does the district 
provide transportation service for the high school students residing in the district? 
(g) Any other district data element as described by the superintendent in the annual operations 
bulletin. In order for a data element to be included, it must be found to be statistically significant 
for two consecutive school years. 
For each district, an expected allocation is determined using the coefficients resulting from a 
regression analysis of (a) through (g) of this subsection, evaluated statewide against the total of all 
school district's prior year expenditures. If a data element is determined not to be statistically 
significant, it shall not be included in the calculation of the allocation. The coefficients will be 
determined using the prior school year fall, winter, and spring reports and prior year expenditures. 
(2) For the calculation of the regression analysis coefficients, the prior year expenditures for each 
district shall be adjusted as required by the legislature. 
(3) The adjusted allocation is the result of modifying the expected allocation by: 
(a) Adding any district car mileage reimbursement; and 
(b) Adding any adjustment resulting from the alternate funding systems identified in WAC 392-
141-380; and 
(c) Making any deduction resulting from an alternate school year calendar approved by the state 
board of education under the provisions of RCW 28A.305.141; and 
(d) Making any adjustment as required by the legislature. 
(4) Each district's actual allocation for student transportation operations is the lesser of the 
district's prior year expenditures adjusted as required by the legislature or the adjusted allocation. 
(5) The funding assumption for the transportation operation allocation is that kindergarten 
through twelfth grade (K-12, or whatever grades are enrolled in district schools) school 
transportation services are provided by the district five days per week, to and from school, before 
and after the regular school day and operating one hundred eighty days per school year. K-12 
service being provided on any other basis is subject to corresponding proration of the operation 
allocation. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.150.290. WSR 16-05-062, § 392-141-360, filed 2/12/16, effective 
3/14/16; WSR 15-11-075, § 392-141-360, filed 5/19/15, effective 6/19/15; WSR 13-17-110, § 392-
141-360, filed 8/21/13, effective 9/21/13; WSR 11-15-007, § 392-141- 
360, filed 7/7/11, effective 8/7/11.] 
 
Legislative Website for WAC 392-141-360 
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WAC 392-141-375 FUNDING FOR CHARTER 
SCHOOLS. 
 
For a charter school, the per-student allocation for student transportation is calculated using the 
actual allocation for the previous school year for the district in which the charter school is located, 
divided by the district's prior year's combined student count. This per-student amount is provided 
to the charter school based on the charter school's current year combined student count. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.150.290. WSR 15-11-075, § 392-141-375, filed 5/19/15, effective 
6/19/15.] 
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WAC 392-141-380 ALTERNATE FUNDING 
SYSTEMS FOR LOW ENROLLMENT DISTRICTS, 
NONHIGH DISTRICTS, DISTRICTS 
PARTICIPATING IN INTERDISTRICT 
TRANSPORTATION COOPERATIVES, AND 
EDUCATIONAL SERVICE DISTRICTS 
OPERATING SPECIAL TRANSPORTATION 
SERVICES. 
 
The superintendent shall adjust the amount of the transportation operation allocation for low 
ridership, nonhigh, districts in interdistrict transportation cooperatives, and educational service 
districts operating special transportation services in the following manner: 
(1) The district's prior school year's transportation funding percentage is compared to the state 
median percent funded; 
(2) If the district's prior year transportation funding percentage is greater than the state median 
percent funded no adjustment is made; and 
(3) If the district's prior year transportation funding percentage is less than the state median 
percent funded, the allocation shall be adjusted by the difference between the state median 
percent funded and the district's prior year transportation funding percentage. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.150.290. WSR 16-05-062, § 392-141-380, filed 2/12/16, effective 
3/14/16; WSR 15-11-075, § 392-141-380, filed 5/19/15, effective 6/19/15; WSR 13-17-110, § 392-
141-380, filed 8/21/13, effective 9/21/13; WSR 11-15-007, § 392-141- 380, filed 7/7/11, effective 
8/7/11.] 
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WAC 392-141-390 ALLOCATION SCHEDULE 
FOR STATE PAYMENTS. 
 
The superintendent shall apportion the transportation operation allocation according to the 
schedule in RCW 28A.510.250. Such allocation may be based on estimated amounts for payments 
made in September, October, November, December, and January. Prior to the 15th of January of 
each year the superintendent shall notify districts of the regression analysis coefficients to be used 
in the calculation of district transportation allocation. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.150.290. WSR 15-11-075, § 392-141-390, filed 5/19/15, effective 
6/19/15; WSR 11-15-007, § 392-141-390, filed 7/7/11, effective 8/7/11.] 
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WAC 392-141-400 EFFICIENCY EVALUATION 
REVIEW. 
 
(1) Each school district's efficiency evaluation will be reviewed annually by the regional 
transportation coordinators. If a school district's efficiency rating is less than ninety percent, the 
regional transportation coordinator shall review the school district's transportation operation to 
identify the factors impacting the ability of the school district to operate an efficient student 
transportation system. Such factors will include those within the school district's controls and those 
factors that are beyond the school district's control. 
(2) Completed regional transportation coordinator reports on the review of school district 
efficiency evaluation will be provided to the legislature prior to December 1st of each year. School 
districts will be provided an opportunity to respond to the conclusions of the regional 
transportation coordinator evaluation and such comments will be included in the report to the 
legislature. Also included in the report are any actions identified by a school district in response to 
the regional transportation coordinator evaluation. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.150.290. WSR 16-05-062, § 392-141-400, filed 2/12/16, effective 
3/14/16; WSR 15-11-075, § 392-141-400, filed 5/19/15, effective 6/19/15; WSR 11-15-007, § 392-
141-400, filed 7/7/11, effective 8/7/11.] 
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WAC 392-141-410 RECOVERY OF 
TRANSPORTATION FUNDS. 
 
The superintendent of public instruction shall recover (take back) state pupil transportation 
allocations that are not expended for the allowable student transportation program costs under the 
accounting guidance provided by the superintendent. The amount of the recovery shall be 
calculated as follows: 
(1) Determine the district's state allocation for student transportation operations for the school 
year. 
(2) Determine the district's allowable student transportation costs as follows: 
(a) Sum the following amounts: 
(i) The district's direct expenditures for general fund program 99 pupil transportation, and for 
educational service district student transportation operations expenditures in program 70 
transportation excluding expenditures associated with the regional coordinator and bus driver 
training grants; 
(ii) Allowable indirect charges equal to the expenditures as calculated pursuant to (a)(i) of this 
subsection times the state recovery rate as calculated in the district annual financial report; 
(b) Subtract the district's revenues for the school year for revenue account 7199 (transportation 
revenues from other districts). 
(3) If the allowable program costs are less than the state allocation, OSPI shall recover the 
difference. 
(4) Special rule for the 2019-20 school year only. School districts may carry over state pupil 
transportation allocations that were not expended for allowable student transportation program 
costs from the 2018-19 school year to the 2019-20 school year. 
Funds transferred into the transportation vehicle fund shall not be included as allowable 
transportation program costs for recovery calculations. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.150.290. WSR 19-21-020, § 392-141-410, filed 10/4/19, effective 
11/4/19; WSR 13-17-110, § 392-141-410, filed 8/21/13, effective 9/21/13; WSR 11-15-007, § 392-
141-410, filed 7/7/11, effective 8/7/11.] 
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WAC 392-141-420 DISTRICT RECORDKEEPING 
REQUIREMENTS. 
 
All data and forms necessary to develop the district's student transportation report shall be 
maintained in accordance with the district record retention schedule and shall include the 
following: 
(1) All school bus route logs and school bus driver daily logs including those required in WAC 
392-141-330. If student lists are maintained for each school bus route, a copy (electronic or paper) 
of the list in effect for each count period; 
(2) All documentation used to verify the number of students boarding the bus at bus stops within 
the walk area of their school of enrollment; 
(3) All documentation used to report and verify the location of school bus stops used in home to 
school transportation, including school destinations and transfer points; 
(4) All documentation used to develop the annual school bus mileage report; 
(5) All documentation used to develop the annual fuel report; 
(6) All documentation used to develop the annual report of McKinney-Vento Homeless Act 
transportation; 
(7) All documentation used to develop the district car mileage report; 
(8) Copies of any and all correspondence, publications, or other materials distributed to parents 
describing the transportation funding process. Districts may provide educational material regarding 
the funding process for student transportation. However, districts may not promote or publicize 
specific count periods. Districts shall not utilize incentive programs that provide tangible gifts to 
reward increases in ridership counts; and 
(9) Other operational data and descriptions, as required by the superintendent to determine the 
operation allocation requirements for each district. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.150.290. WSR 15-11-075, § 392-141-420, filed 5/19/15, effective 
6/19/15; WSR 11-15-007, § 392-141-420, filed 7/7/11, effective 8/7/11.] 
 
Legislative Website for WAC 392-141-420 
 
Index for WAC 392-141 
 
Top of document 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=392-141-330
http://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=392-141-330
http://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=392-141-420


 

WAC 392-141-430 CHARTER SCHOOL 
RECORDKEEPING REQUIREMENTS. 
 
All data and forms necessary to develop the charter school’s student transportation report shall be 
maintained in accordance with the charter school’s record retention schedule and shall include the 
following: 
(1) Any school bus route logs and school bus driver daily logs for each count period; 
(2) All documentation used to calculate the combined student count for each report period; and 
(3) All documentation used to calculate the number of students boarding the bus at bus stops 
within the walk area of their school of enrollment. 
Charter schools shall not promote or publicize specific count periods or utilize incentive programs 
that provide tangible gifts to reward ridership during specific time periods. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.150.290. WSR 15-11-075, § 392-141-420, filed 5/19/15, effective 
6/19/15.] 
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WAC 392-142-005 AUTHORITY AND 
PURPOSE. 
 
The authority for this chapter is RCW 28A.150.290 which authorizes the superintendent of public 
instruction to adopt rules and regulations for the proper administration of RCW 28A.160.195 and 
28A.160.200. The purpose of this chapter is to specify and implement the rules for the school bus 
depreciation and replacement systems. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.150.290. WSR 12-19-098, § 392-142-005, filed 9/19/12, effective 
10/20/12. Statutory Authority: 1995 1st sp.s. c 10, RCW 28A.150.290 and chapter 28A.160 RCW as 
amended in ESSB 5408, section 1(6). WSR 95-17-011, § 392-142-005, filed 8/4/95, effective 9/4/95. 
 
Statutory Authority: 1990 c 33. WSR 91-16- 011 (Order 91-12), § 392-142-005, filed 7/26/91, 
effective 8/26/91. Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.41.170 and 28A.41.540. WSR 90-02-077 (Order 21), 
§ 392-142-005, filed 1/2/90, effective 2/2/90. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.41.170. WSR 83-22-031 (Order 83-16), § 392-142-005, filed 
10/26/83.] 
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WAC 392-142-100 DEFINITIONS. 
 
For the purposes of this chapter, the following definitions apply: 
(1) "Superintendent" means the superintendent of public instruction. 
(2) "District" means a public school district or educational service district. 
(3) "Charter school" means a public school operating under the provisions of chapter 28A.710 
RCW. 
(4) "School bus" means a vehicle: 
(a) With a seating capacity of more than ten persons including the driver; 
(b) Used for transportation of students to and from school or in connection with school activities; 
and 
(c) That meets the requirements of the school bus specifications manual published by the 
superintendent. 
(5) "Replacement system" is the reimbursement process used for school buses when a district is 
the legal owner. 
(6) "Depreciation system" is the reimbursement process used for contractor-owned school buses 
operated under a contract with a district to provide regularly scheduled to- and-from student 
transportation services. 
(7) "Charter school system" is the reimbursement process used when a charter school is 
contracting transportation services. 
(8) "School bus categories" are defined annually by the superintendent, taking into account such 
factors as student capacity, fuel type, and special equipment. 
(9) "System lifetime" means the minimum number of months that a category of school bus is 
expected to be in use as determined by the superintendent. 
(10) "Eligible months" are defined as the number of months a school bus is eligible for 
reimbursement payments within a school year. If a newly acquired school bus is eligible for 
reimbursement, such eligibility is determined by the issue date of the school bus operation permit 
as defined in WAC 392-143-010(4). If the issue date is prior to the 15th of any month, eligibility 
begins with the first of the month; otherwise eligibility begins with the first of the following month. 
The total number of eligible months in all school years shall not be more than the system lifetime. 
(11) A school bus is defined as "improperly maintained or operated" when it is unable to pass the 
Washington state patrol inspection process within ninety days of the date requested for 
presentation. The school district may request the superintendent for an additional ninety days to 
arrange for repairs to the school bus. Improper operation includes use of a school bus without a 
valid school bus operation permit issued by the superintendent. 
(12) The "state school bus quote" means the annual sealed bid process used by the 
superintendent as authorized by RCW 28A.160.195 to establish prices for districts to purchase 
school buses for a school year. Districts may purchase school buses from any school bus dealer's 
accepted bid. 
(13) The "low price quote" means the lowest competitive price quote for each category of school 
bus received from school bus dealers in the state school bus quote. The low price quote is 
determined prior to the inclusion of any sales or use tax. Included in the low price quote are: 
(a) Freight to the district; and 
(b) Cost associated with full payment within thirty days of delivery. 
In the state school bus quote process, the superintendent may include options for districts to 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28a.160.195


 

purchase that are not included in the low price quote. 
(14) "State-determined purchase price" is defined as the low price quote including any sales and 
use taxes at the highest rate that could be charged to any district in the state by the school bus 
dealer submitting that quote. 
(15) "Average price" is defined as the five-year average of the low price quote for each school bus 
category. The average price is determined using the current and four previous school years' state 
school bus quote. 
(16) "System price" means the price used to calculate the payment in a given school year, as 
follows: 
(a) For the replacement system, the system price for a school bus for all years except the final 
year is the average price. For the final year, the system price is the current state determined 
purchase price. 
(b) For the depreciation system, the system price for a school bus for all years is the first year's 
state determined purchase price. 
(17) "Total school bus replacement payments" means the sum of all replacement payments for a 
school bus for prior school years. 
(18) "Assumed interest earnings" means the sum of interest which is assumed to be earned on 
money assumed to be available in the transportation vehicle fund from any prior replacement 
payments and any previous interest earnings for a school bus. The rate used to calculate assumed 
interest earnings shall be the average of the ninety-day treasury bill rate during the previous state 
fiscal year calculated on the basis of simple interest. 
(19) The "salvage value" of a school bus is defined as twenty-five percent of the first year's state 
determined purchase price divided by the system lifetime in years. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.150.290. WSR 15-11-076, § 392-142-100, filed 5/19/15, effective 
6/19/15; WSR 12-19-098, § 392-142-100, filed 9/19/12, effective 10/20/12. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.41.170 and 28A.41.540. WSR 90-02-077 (Order 21), § 392-142-100, 
filed 1/2/90, effective 2/2/90.] 
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WAC 392-142-205 ASSIGNMENT AND 
CHANGES TO SCHOOL BUS CATEGORIES. 
 
To determine the average price for a school bus assigned to a category that was not defined in the 
previous four years, the superintendent shall assign the school bus to the most appropriate 
category. When a school bus category is no longer available or when the definition of a school bus 
category is changed, the superintendent shall place any school bus still eligible for reimbursement 
into the most appropriate existing category. 
The superintendent shall provide a public meeting for interested parties prior to any change in 
school bus categories. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.150.290. WSR 12-19-098, § 392-142-205, filed 9/19/12, effective 
10/20/12; WSR 04-08-116, § 392-142-205, filed 4/6/04, effective 5/7/04. 
 
Statutory Authority: 1995 1st sp.s. c 10, RCW 28A.150.290 and chapter 28A.160 RCW as amended in 
ESSB 5408, section 1(6). WSR 95-17-011, § 392-142-205, filed 8/4/95, effective 9/4/95. Statutory 
Authority: RCW 28A.41.170 and 28A.41.540. WSR 90-02-077 (Order 21), § 392-142-205, filed 1/2/90, 
effective 2/2/90.] 
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WAC 392-142-214 ALTERNATIVE BID 
PROCESS. 
 
Districts are not required to use the state school bus quote process to purchase a school bus. 
However, a district using another process shall only be reimbursed for a school bus if the school 
district uses a lowest-price competitive bid process conducted in accordance with the requirements 
of RCW 28A.335.190. Regardless of purchase process, all school buses must meet the requirements 
established in the school bus specifications manual. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.150.290. WSR 15-11-076, § 392-142-214, filed 5/19/15, effective 
6/19/15; WSR 12-19-098, § 392-142-214, filed 9/19/12, effective 10/20/12.] 
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WAC 392-142-225 PLACEMENT OF USED 
SCHOOL BUSES ON THE STATE 
REIMBURSEMENT SYSTEM. 
 
A used school bus not previously on the reimbursement system shall be placed on the 
reimbursement system as if it had been issued a school bus operation permit on the first of 
September in the year of manufacture. A used school bus previously on the reimbursement system 
shall be placed on the system using the original initial eligible month and assuming no break in 
eligible months. The superintendent shall calculate reimbursement for used school buses using the 
assumption that all possible prior system payments were paid along with any assumed interest 
earnings. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.150.290. WSR 12-19-098, § 392-142-225, filed 9/19/12, effective 
10/20/12; WSR 05-19-072, § 392-142-225, filed 9/16/05, effective 10/17/05; WSR 03-13-049, § 392-
142-225, filed 6/12/03, effective 7/13/03. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.41.170 and 28A.41.540. WSR 90-02-077 (Order 21), § 392-142-225, 
filed 1/2/90, effective 2/2/90.] 
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WAC 392-142-240 CALCULATION OF 
REPLACEMENT SYSTEM PAYMENTS. 
 
To calculate the replacement system payment for a district-owned school bus, the superintendent 
shall: 
(1) Assign the school bus to the appropriate category; 
(2) Divide the current year system price by the system lifetime; 
(3) Multiply by the total number of past and current year eligible months; 
(4) Subtract the total amount of all school bus replacement payments made in prior school years 
(if any); 
(5) Subtract the assumed interest earnings (if any); and 
(6) Subtract the salvage value if the current school year is the final year of the school bus's system 
life. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.150.290. WSR 15-11-076, § 392-142-240, filed 5/19/15, effective 
6/19/15; WSR 12-19-098, § 392-142-240, filed 9/19/12, effective 10/20/12; WSR 05-19-072, § 392-
142-240, filed 9/16/05, effective 10/17/05; WSR 03-13-049, § 392-142-240, filed 6/12/03, effective 
7/13/03. 
 
Statutory Authority: 1995 1st sp.s. c 10, RCW 28A.150.290 and chapter 28A.160 RCW as amended in 
ESSB 5408, section 1(6). WSR 95-17-011, § 392-142-240, filed 8/4/95, effective 9/4/95. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.150.290 and 28A.160-130-200. WSR 93-13-083 (Order 93-10), § 392-
142-240, filed 6/18/93, effective 7/19/93. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.41.170 and 28A.41.540. WSR 90-02-077 (Order 21), § 392-142-240, 
filed 1/2/90, effective 2/2/90.] 
 
Legislative Website for WAC 392-142-240 
 
Index for WAC 392-142 
 
Top of document 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=392-142-240


 

WAC 392-142-245 CALCULATION OF 
DEPRECIATION SYSTEM PAYMENTS. 
 
To calculate the depreciation system payment for a contractor-owned school bus, the 
superintendent shall: 
(1) Assign the school bus to the appropriate category; 
(2) Divide the first year state supported price by the system lifetime; and 
(3) Multiply the result by the number of eligible months in the current school year. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.150.290. WSR 12-19-098, § 392-142-245, filed 9/19/12, effective 
10/20/12; WSR 05-19-072, § 392-142-245, filed 9/16/05, effective 10/17/05; WSR 03-13-049, § 392-
142-245, filed 6/12/03, effective 7/13/03. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.41.170 and 28A.41.540. WSR 90-02-077 (Order 21), § 392-142-245, 
filed 1/2/90, effective 2/2/90.] 
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WAC 392-142-248 CALCULATION OF 
CHARTER SCHOOL SYSTEM PAYMENTS. 
 
To calculate the charter school system payment for a charter school, the superintendent shall: 
(1) Calculate the total amount of replacement system and depreciation system payments for the 
prior school year for the district in which the charter school is located. 
(2) Calculate the combined student count for the prior year as defined in chapter 392- 141 WAC 
for the district in which the charter school is located. 
(3) Divide the amount in subsection (1) of this section by the number in subsection (2) of this 
section. 
(4) Multiply the amount in subsection (3) of this section by the charter school's current year 
combined student count. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.150.290. WSR 15-11-076, § 392-142-248, filed 5/19/15, effective 
6/19/15.] 
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WAC 392-142-250 CALCULATION AND 
ALLOCATION SCHEDULE. 
 
The superintendent shall calculate annual school bus reimbursement payments for existing school 
buses by September 15th of each year. Calculation of reimbursement for a school bus entering the 
system during a school year shall be based on the number of remaining eligible months in the 
school year. The superintendent shall apportion school bus reimbursement payments as follows: 
(1) Replacement system payments shall be distributed to school districts on the final business day 
of August of each year; and 
(2) Depreciation system payments shall be distributed to school districts in accordance with the 
schedule set forth in RCW 28A.510.250. 
(3) Charter school system payments shall be distributed in accordance with the schedule set forth 
in RCW 28A.510.250. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.150.290. WSR 15-11-076, § 392-142-250, filed 5/19/15, effective 
6/19/15; WSR 12-19-098, § 392-142-250, filed 9/19/12, effective 10/20/12; WSR 05-19-072, § 392-
142-250, filed 9/16/05, effective 10/17/05; WSR 03-13-049, § 392-142-250, filed 6/12/03, effective 
7/13/03.  
 
Statutory Authority: 1990 c 33. WSR 91- 16-011 (Order 91-12), § 392-142-250, filed 7/26/91, 
effective 8/26/91. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.41.170 and 28A.41.540. WSR 90-02-077 (Order 21), § 392-142-250, 
filed 1/2/90, effective 2/2/90.] 
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WAC 392-142-255 DEPOSIT OF PAYMENTS IN 
THE TRANSPORTATION VEHICLE FUND. 
 
Districts shall deposit net proceeds for the rent, sale, lease, or other disposition of school buses and 
replacement payments for school district-owned vehicles in the transportation vehicle fund. 
Depreciation system and charter system payments are not required to be deposited in the 
transportation vehicle fund. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.150.290. WSR 15-11-076, § 392-142-255, filed 5/19/15, effective 
6/19/15; WSR 12-19-098, § 392-142-255, filed 9/19/12, effective 10/20/12; WSR 10-02-088, § 392-
142-255, filed 1/6/10, effective 2/6/10; WSR 05-19-072, § 392-142-255, filed 9/16/05, effective 
10/17/05; WSR 03-13-049, § 392-142-255, filed 6/12/03, effective 7/13/03.  
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.41.170 and 28A.41.540. WSR 90-02-077 (Order 21), § 392-142-255, 
filed 1/2/90, effective 2/2/90.] 
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WAC 392-142-260 ALLOWABLE USES OF THE 
TRANSPORTATION VEHICLE FUND. 
 
Districts shall only use money in the transportation vehicle fund for the following purposes: 
(1) The purchase of school buses; 
(2) Performing major repairs to a school bus receiving prior approval by the superintendent. 
Funds may be transferred from the transportation vehicle fund to the debt service fund for the 
payment of debt and interest associated with purchase agreements for school buses, including 
lease purchase agreements. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.150.290. WSR 15-11-076, § 392-142-260, filed 5/19/15, effective 
6/19/15; WSR 12-19-098, § 392-142-260, filed 9/19/12, effective 10/20/12; WSR 10-02-088, § 392-
142-260, filed 1/6/10, effective 2/6/10; WSR 03-13-049, § 392-142-260, filed 6/12/03, effective 
7/13/03. Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.41.170 and 28A.41.540. WSR 91-23-071 (Order 25), § 392-
142-260, filed 11/19/91, effective 12/20/91.  
 
Statutory Authority: Chapter 28A.530 and HB 1224. WSR 91-23-042 (Order 21), § 392-142-260, filed 
11/14/91, effective 12/15/91. Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.41.170 and 28A.41.540. WSR 90-02-077 
(Order 21), § 392-142-260, filed 1/2/90, effective 2/2/90.] 
  
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.150.290. WSR 12-19-098, § 392-142- 260, filed 9/19/12, effective 
10/20/12; WSR 10-02-088, § 392-142-260, filed 1/6/10, effective 2/6/10; WSR 03-13-049, § 392-
142-260, filed 6/12/03, effective 7/13/03. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.41.170 and 28A.41.540. WSR 91-23-071 (Order 25), § 392-142-260, 
filed 11/19/91, effective 12/20/91. Statutory Authority: Chapter 28A.530 and HB 1224. WSR 91-23-
042 (Order 21), § 392-142-260, filed 11/14/91, effective 12/15/91. Statutory Authority: RCW 
28A.41.170 and 28A.41.540. WSR 90-02-077 (Order 21), § 392-142-260, filed 1/2/90, effective 
2/2/90.] 
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WAC 392-142-265 IMPROPER MAINTENANCE 
AND OPERATION. 
 
(1) If a school bus is otherwise eligible for reimbursement payments and is determined to have 
been improperly maintained or operated, the superintendent shall discontinue reimbursement 
system payments effective the first of the month following the initial determination. The 
superintendent shall use the following process for any future payments: 
(a) For school buses that are restored to operational condition, the superintendent shall: 
(i) Return the school bus to the reimbursement system effective the first of the month following 
the date of the Washington state patrol inspection; and 
(ii) Not provide reimbursement for any months the school bus was determined to have been 
improperly maintained or operated. However, such months shall be included as eligible months in 
the calculation of the system lifetime of the vehicle. 
(b) For school buses that the district disposes of without returning the vehicle to operational 
condition, the superintendent shall: 
(i) Divide the total number of eligible months by the system life; 
(ii) Multiplying the result by the current state-determined purchase price; 
(iii) Subtract the total of all previous school bus replacement payments; 
(iv) Subtract the total assumed interest earnings; and 
(v) Subtract the salvage value. 
(2) Such factors as fire, flood, explosion, storm, earthquake, or volcanic eruption shall not result in 
a school bus being determined to have been improperly maintained or operated. However, 
reimbursement payments shall be discontinued effective the first of the month following any such 
occurrence. Any future payments shall be calculated using the procedures listed in subsection (1) of 
this section. The superintendent shall assume any such school bus will be returned to service until 
such time as the district disposes of the school bus. 
(3) If a district disposes of a school bus prior to the end of its useful lifetime, the superintendent 
shall discontinue reimbursement system payments as of the month of the sale of the school bus 
and adjust any final payment using the process in subsection (1) of this section. 
(4) If a district operates a school bus without an operation permit, the superintendent shall not 
provide reimbursement for that time period. However, any such months shall be included as 
eligible months in the calculation of the system lifetime of the vehicle. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.150.290. WSR 15-11-076, § 392-142-265, filed 5/19/15, effective 
6/19/15; WSR 12-19-098, § 392-142-265, filed 9/19/12, effective 10/20/12; WSR 08-19-016, § 392-
142-265, filed 9/5/08, effective 10/6/08; WSR 05-19-072, § 392-142-265, filed 9/16/05, effective 
10/17/05. 
 
Statutory Authority: 1995 1st sp.s. c 10, RCW 28A.150.290 and chapter 28A.160 RCW as amended in 
ESSB 5408, section 1(6). WSR 95-17-011, § 392-142-265, filed 8/4/95, effective 9/4/95. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.41.170 and 28A.41.540. WSR 90-02-077 (Order 21), § 392-142-265, 
filed 1/2/90, effective 2/2/90.] 
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WAC 392-142-270 DISPOSITION OF SCHOOL 
BUSES. 
 
When a district sells or otherwise disposes of a school bus, the school district shall notify the 
superintendent within thirty days using SPI Form 1020B. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.150.290. WSR 15-11-076, § 392-142-270, filed 5/19/15, effective 
6/19/15; WSR 12-19-098, § 392-142-270, filed 9/19/12, effective 10/20/12; WSR 03-13-049, § 392-
142-270, filed 6/12/03, effective 7/13/03. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.41.170 and 28A.41.540. WSR 90-02-077 (Order 21), § 392-142-270, 
filed 1/2/90, effective 2/2/90.] 
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WAC 392-143-001 AUTHORITY AND 
PURPOSE. 
 
The authority for this chapter is RCW 46.61.380 which authorizes the superintendent of public 
instruction to adopt and enforce regulations to govern the design, marking, and mode of operation 
of all school buses transporting public school students. The purpose of this chapter is to establish 
the specifications governing the design and marking of all school buses owned and operated by 
any school district and all school buses which are privately owned and operated under contract 
with any school district for the transportation of students. The provisions of this chapter are 
incorporated by express reference into all school district contracts for the transportation of public 
school students in privately owned and operated school buses. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.380. WSR 18-09-092, § 392-143-001, filed 4/17/18, effective 
5/18/18; WSR 12-01-075, § 392-143-001, filed 12/19/11, effective 1/19/12; WSR 84-20-081 (Order 
84-39), § 392-143-001, filed 10/2/84; WSR 83-21-025 (Order 83-13), § 392-143-001, filed 10/10/83.] 
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WAC 392-143-010 DEFINITIONS 
 
The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires 
otherwise: 
(1) "School bus" means every vehicle with a seating capacity of more than ten persons including 
the driver regularly used to transport students to and from school or in connection with school 
activities. 
(2) "School bus specifications manual" means that manual published by the superintendent of 
public instruction. 
(3) "School district" means either a school district or an educational service district. 
(4) "School bus operation permit" means that form issued by the superintendent of public 
instruction to a school district, which is required prior to the use of any school bus for the 
transportation of students. No school bus operation permit is valid for any school bus which does 
not meet the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards implemented April 1, 1977. 
(5) "Inspection officer" means an employee of the Washington state patrol designated by the 
chief of the Washington state patrol to inspect school buses. 
(6) "SPI Form 1028" means that form distributed by the superintendent of public instruction upon 
which the inspection officer indicates that the school bus has been inspected and approved, for 
used buses previously inspected by the Washington state patrol. 
(7) "SPI Form 1029" means that form distributed by the superintendent of public instruction upon 
which the inspection officer indicates that the school bus has been inspected and approved upon 
initial purchase, used buses not previously inspected by the Washington state patrol, and buses 
which have undergone rehabilitation or modification. 
(8) "Major repairs" means repairs to or rebuilding of the frame, steering, suspension, or braking 
systems. Major repairs to braking systems does not include routine maintenance such as replacing 
brake shoes, pads or drums. 
(9) "Multifunction school activity bus (MFSAB)" means a vehicle defined by the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration, 49 C.F.R. 571, as a multifunction school activity bus used for purposes 
consistent with that definition. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.380. WSR 18-09-092, § 392-143-010, filed 4/17/18, effective 
5/18/18;WSR 12-01-075, § 392-143-010, filed 12/19/11, effective 1/19/12; WSR 04-08-117, § 392-
143-010, filed 4/6/04, effective 5/7/04; WSR 01-17-006, § 392-143-010, filed 8/1/01, effective 
9/1/01; WSR 96-16-012 (Order 96-11), § 392-143-010, filed 7/25/96, effective 8/25/96; WSR 84-20-
081 (Order 84-39), § 392-143-010, filed 10/2/84; WSR 83-21-025 (Order 83-13), § 392-143-010, filed 
10/10/83; WSR 79-12-005 (Order 9-79), § 392-143-010, filed 11/9/79; Order 8-77, § 392-143-010, 
filed 10/11/77, effective 11/11/77; Order 19-76, § 392-143-010, filed 12/31/76; Order 7-75, § 392-
143-010, filed 12/22/75. Formerly WAC 392-21-110.]  
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WAC 392-143-015 SCHOOL BUS 
SPECIFICATIONS MANUAL. 
 
The Washington state school bus specifications manual is hereby incorporated into this chapter by 
reference. Prior to any revision of the school bus specification manual, the superintendent of public 
instruction must serve notice to interested parties and shall hold at least one public meeting. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.380. WSR 18-09-092, § 392-143-015, filed 4/17/18, effective 
5/18/18; WSR 12-01-075, § 392-143-015, filed 12/19/11, effective 1/19/12; WSR 04-08-117, § 392-
143-015, filed 4/6/04, effective 5/7/04; WSR 84-20-081 (Order 84-39), § 392-143-015, filed 10/2/84; 
WSR 83-21-025 (Order 83-13), § 392-143-015, filed 10/10/83; Order 7-75, § 392-143-015, filed 
12/22/75.] 
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WAC 392-143-031 SCHOOL BUS INSPECTION 
— SCHOOL BUS OPERATION PERMIT. 
 
All school buses must be inspected and approved by a Washington state patrol inspection officer 
prior to initial issue or reissue of a school bus operation permit. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.380. WSR 12-01-075, § 392-143-031, filed 12/19/11, effective 
1/19/12; WSR 04-08-117, § 392-143-031, filed 4/6/04, effective 5/7/04; WSR 91-23-069 (Order 22), 
§ 392-143-031, filed 11/19/91, effective 11/19/91.] 
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WAC 392-143-032 SCHOOL BUS OPERATION 
PERMIT. 
 
The superintendent of public instruction shall issue school bus operation permits as follows: 
(1) School buses owned or operated by a school district or owned by a private contractor under 
contract to a school district shall be issued a school bus operation permit on receipt of the 
following electronic files or documents for each new school bus or used school bus not previously 
issued a school bus operation permit in Washington state: 
(a) SPI Form 1020A, School Bus Acquisition Report; and 
(b) SPI Form 1029, Initial School Bus Inspection. 
(c) Supporting documentation as required on SPI Form 1020A. 
(2) A school bus operation permit shall be reissued on receipt of the following electronic files or 
documents for school buses previously licensed in Washington state: 
(a) SPI Form 1020A, School Bus Acquisition Report, from the school district acquiring the school 
bus; and 
(b) SPI Form 1029, Initial School Bus Inspection, if the most recent school bus inspection was 
more than twelve months prior to the date of acquisition. 
(3) A copy of the operation permit shall be retained by the school district and a copy shall be 
placed in the permit holder in the school bus. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.380. WSR 18-09-092, § 392-143-032, filed 4/17/18, effective 
5/18/18; WSR 12-15-079, § 392-143-032, filed 7/18/12, effective 8/18/12; WSR 12-01-075, § 392-
143-032, filed 12/19/11, effective 1/19/12; WSR 04-08-117, § 392-143-032, filed 4/6/04, effective 
5/7/04; WSR 91-23-069 (Order 22), § 392-143-032, filed 11/19/91, effective 11/19/91.] 
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WAC 392-143-035 ROUTINE INSPECTION OF 
SCHOOL BUSES. 
 
All school buses shall be inspected annually by the Washington state patrol. Inspection dates must 
be determined by the chief of the state patrol. School districts must be notified by the chief of the 
state patrol prior to each annual inspection of the time and place of inspection. School buses not 
presented for inspection at the time and place scheduled by the chief of the state patrol may 
obtain the appropriate inspection on or before August 31st of the current year. If the vehicle is not 
inspected on or before August 31st, the bus must not be operated as a school bus unless the 
requirement is temporarily waived in writing by the chief of the state patrol or until the school bus 
has passed a required inspection. A second inspection of at least twenty-five percent of each 
school district's fleet must be conducted annually by the Washington state patrol. This second 
inspection shall be unannounced and the inspection team must select which buses in the fleet it 
will inspect. These unannounced inspections must be scheduled so that they do not disrupt the 
regular transportation program. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.380. WSR 18-09-092, § 392-143-035, filed 4/17/18, effective 
5/18/18; WSR 12-01-075, § 392-143-035, filed 12/19/11, effective 1/19/12; WSR 84-20-081 (Order 
84-39), § 392-143-035, filed 10/2/84; WSR 83-21-025 (Order 83-13), § 392-143-035, filed 10/10/83; 
WSR 81-19-011 (Order 81-24), § 392-143-035, filed 9/4/81; Order 7-75, § 392-143-035, filed 
12/22/75. Formerly WAC 392-21-120.] 
 
Legislative Website for WAC 392-143-035 
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WAC 392-143-040 OTHER REQUIRED 
INSPECTIONS OF SCHOOL BUSES. 
 
All school buses which have been rebuilt, have received a major modification, have received a 
major repair, or have received an interior renovation or refurbishment must be inspected prior to 
transporting students in accordance with the following criteria: 
(1) A rebuilt school bus: For the purpose of this section, a rebuilt school bus must fully comply with 
all current Washington specifications at the time the school bus is rebuilt. 
(2) A school bus receiving a major modification (e.g., hydraulic lift and/or ramp for wheelchairs) 
must meet all current state of Washington specifications at the time the major modification is 
made. 
(3) A school bus receiving a major repair must meet or exceed Washington specifications in effect 
at the time of the original manufacturing date of the bus and shall be inspected in the same 
manner as a new school bus with emphasis on mechanical safety items. 
(4) A school bus receiving an interior renovation or refurbishment must be inspected in the same 
manner as a new school bus with respect to Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 222. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.380. WSR 18-09-092, § 392-143-040, filed 4/17/18, effective 
5/18/18; WSR 12-01-075, § 392-143-040, filed 12/19/11, effective 1/19/12; WSR 84-20-081 (Order 
84-39), § 392-143-040, filed 10/2/84; WSR 83-21-025 (Order 83-13), § 392-143-040, filed 10/10/83; 
Order 8-77, § 392-143-040, filed 10/11/77, effective 11/11/77; Order 7-75, § 392-143-040, filed 
12/22/75. Formerly WAC 392-21-125.] 
 
Legislative Website for WAC 392-143-040 
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WAC 392-143-050 RESOLD SCHOOL BUSES. 
 
A school district which sells a school bus to anyone other than another school district must be 
responsible for removing the school district's name and number and all lettering and markings 
identifying the vehicle as a school bus prior to its delivery to the purchaser. However, if the district 
sells the school bus to a private party who certifies in writing that the school bus will be used as a 
private carrier bus, the district need not remove the four or eight light warning system and stop 
signal arm. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.380. WSR 18-09-092, § 392-143-050, filed 4/17/18, effective 
5/18/18;WSR 04-08-117, § 392-143-050, filed 4/6/04, effective 5/7/04; WSR 84-20-081 (Order 84-
39), § 392-143-050, filed 10/2/84; WSR 83-21-025 (Order 83-13), § 392-143-050, filed 10/10/83; 
Order 7-75, § 392-143-050, filed 12/22/75. Formerly WAC 392-21-150.] 
 
Legislative Website for WAC 392-143-050 
 
Index for WAC 392-143 
 
Top of document 
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WAC 392-143-055 RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
COMPLIANCE WITH SCHOOL BUS 
SPECIFICATION RULES. 
 
The responsibility for compliance with this chapter lies with the board of directors of each school 
district. Failure to comply with this chapter constitutes cause for the withholding of state 
transportation funds for such time and to such extent as is necessary to ensure compliance. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.380. WSR 18-09-092, § 392-143-055, filed 4/17/18, effective 
5/18/18; Order 7-75, § 392-143-055, filed 12/22/75. Formerly WAC 392-21- 155.] 
 
Legislative Website for WAC 392-143-055 
 
Index for WAC 392-143 
 
Top of document 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=392-143-055


 

WAC 392-143-060 SCHOOL BUS 
SPECIFICATIONS CONTINUED COMPLIANCE. 
 
School districts must maintain all school buses in such condition that they shall continue to meet or 
exceed Washington state specifications in effect when the bus was manufactured, except as such 
standards or specifications are subsequently repealed or modified. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.380. WSR 18-09-092, § 392-143-060, filed 4/17/18, effective 
5/18/18; WSR 12-01-075, § 392-143-060, filed 12/19/11, effective 1/19/12; WSR 84-20-081 (Order 
84-39), § 392-143-060, filed 10/2/84; WSR 83-21-025 (Order 83-13), § 392-143-060, filed 10/10/83; 
Order 8-77, § 392-143-060, filed 10/11/77, effective 11/11/77.] 
 
Legislative Website for WAC 392-143-060 
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WAC 392-143-070 OTHER VEHICLES USED TO 
TRANSPORT STUDENTS. 
 
All vehicles with a seating capacity including the driver of ten persons or less are not required to 
meet school bus specifications. Such vehicles regularly used to transport students to and from 
school or in connection with school activities must carry the approved school bus first-aid kit, fire 
extinguisher, and highway warning kit. These vehicles also must pass a safety inspection routinely 
conducted at the intervals outlined in WAC 392-143-035. 
 
School districts may use an MFSAB with a seating capacity of less than sixteen passengers, 
including the driver. An MFSAB may be used to transport students and is required to have 
Washington state patrol inspections, initial and annual, for the appropriate class vehicle. An MFSAB 
must not be used in home-to-school transportation, or where any stop configuration would require 
the use of alternately flashing school bus warning lights if the vehicle were a school bus. An MFSAB 
must be equipped with a lap-shoulder belt or other passenger securement system that meets the 
requirements set forth in the Washington state school bus specifications manual in all seating 
positions and must not be painted school bus yellow. An MFSAB must carry the approved school 
bus first-aid kit, fire extinguisher, and highway warning kit. All drivers of an MFSAB must have a 
school bus driver's authorization in accordance with chapter 392-144 WAC. 
 
All other vehicles used to transport students with a manufacturer rated seating capacity including 
the driver greater than ten persons are required to meet school bus specifications. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.380. WSR 18-09-092, § 392-143-070, filed 4/17/18, effective 
5/18/18; WSR 12-01-075, § 392-143-070, filed 12/19/11, effective 1/19/12; WSR 04-08-117, § 392-
143-070, filed 4/6/04, effective 5/7/04; WSR 84-20-081 (Order 84-39), § 392-143-070, filed 10/2/84; 
WSR 84-03-001 (Order 84-1), § 392-143-070, filed 1/5/84; WSR 83-21-025 (Order 83-13), § 392-
143-070, filed 10/10/83; WSR 79-12-005 (Order 9-79), § 392-143-070, filed 11/9/79; Order 8-77, § 
392-143-070, filed 10/11/77, effective 11/11/77.] 
 
Legislative Website for WAC 392-143-070 
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WAC 392-143-080 SIGNS AND MARKINGS 
FOR SCHOOL BUSES — EXTERIOR — 
INTERIOR. 
 
Signs and markings on the exterior of any school bus are limited to the requirements of the school 
bus specifications manual. 
Signs and markings on the interior of any bus are limited to necessary and/or required 
manufacturers' equipment and/or component identification and instruction, and the requirements 
of the school bus specifications manual. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.380. WSR 18-09-092, § 392-143-080, filed 4/17/18, effective 
5/18/18; WSR 12-01-075, § 392-143-080, filed 12/19/11, effective 1/19/12; WSR 04-08-117, § 392-
143-080, filed 4/6/04, effective 5/7/04; WSR 02-20-031, § 392-143-080, filed 9/23/02, effective 
10/24/02; WSR 91-23-069 (Order 22), § 392-143-080, filed 11/19/91, effective 11/19/91.] 
 
Legislative Website for WAC 392-143-080 
 
Index for WAC 392-143 
 
Top of document 
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WAC 392-144-005 PURPOSE AND 
AUTHORITY. 
 
(1) The purpose of this chapter is to set the minimum standards and qualifications for local 
education agency(ies) or contracted employees operating school buses for the transportation of 
public school children. 
(2) The authority for this chapter is RCW 28A.160.210. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210. WSR 19-16-092, § 392-144-005, filed 8/1/19, effective 
9/1/19; WSR 14-09-031, § 392-144-005, filed 4/9/14, effective 9/1/14. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210 and 2006 c 263 § 906. WSR 06-15-010, recodified as § 392-
144-005, filed 7/6/06, effective 8/6/06. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210. WSR 02-18-055, § 180-20-005, filed 8/28/02, effective 
9/28/02; WSR 93-08-007, § 180-20-005, filed 3/24/93, effective 4/24/93.] 
 
Legislative Website for WAC 392-144-005 
 
Index for WAC 392-143 
 
Top of document 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=392-144-005


 

WAC 392-144-010 CHAPTER 
REQUIREMENTS—EMPLOYMENT. 
 
The requirements in this chapter shall not limit discharge, nonrenewal of contracts, or other 
employment action by employers of such drivers. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210 and 2006 c 263 § 906. WSR 06-15-010, recodified as § 392-
144-010, filed 7/6/06, effective 8/6/06. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210. WSR 02-18-055, § 180-20-007, filed 8/28/02, effective 
9/28/02.] 
 
Legislative Website for WAC 392-144-010 
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WAC 392-144-020 DEFINITIONS. 
 
The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires 
otherwise: 
(1) "Superintendent" means the Washington state superintendent of public instruction or 
designee. 
(2) "School bus driver" means a person, who is employed by a local education agency including 
contracted drivers under WAC 392-144-040 (1) and (2) and as part of that employment or contract, 
operates a school bus as defined in WAC 392-143-010, or other motor vehicles for the regularly 
scheduled transportation of students between home and school. School buses shall be operated by 
authorized school bus drivers when transporting students. An authorized school bus driver may 
also transport students on field trips and other school related activities. 
(3) "School bus driver's authorization" means an authorization issued by the superintendent 
indicating that the person has met the requirements to operate a school bus or other motor vehicle 
for the purpose of transporting students to and from school routinely on scheduled routes and/or 
school activities. A school bus driver must have a valid authorization prior to transporting students 
and such authorization shall continue in effect as long as the person continues to meet the 
requirements of this chapter. A school bus driver authorization is not valid if suspended, revoked, 
or lapsed. 
(4) "Lapsed school bus driver's authorization" means the driver does not have a valid driver's 
license, current first-aid training, a current medical examiner's certificate (including any required 
intrastate medical waiver) or current in-service training. A school bus driver shall not operate a 
school bus with passengers on board until they meet all requirements. There is no requirement for 
a lapse in authorization to be reported to the superintendent of public instruction. 
(5) "Suspended school bus driver's authorization" means the superintendent has suspended the 
school bus driver's authorization for a specific period of time. The superintendent will not remove 
the driver from the agency's list of authorized drivers. This action does not prevent the local 
education agency from taking independent actions to terminate the employment of the driver. In 
that case, the local education agency would remove the driver from the list of their authorized 
drivers. 
(6) "Revoked school bus driver's authorization" means the superintendent has determined the 
school bus driver no longer meets the minimum requirements of this chapter and the driver's name 
is removed from the list of authorized drivers at the employing local education agency. The driver 
will not be eligible to be an authorized school bus driver at any local education agency until the 
disqualifying conditions are no longer present. In those rare situations where the disqualifying 
conditions are particularly grievous including, but not limited to, crimes against children and 
falsification of records, the revocation may be permanent. 
(7) "Authorized school bus driver instructor" means an individual authorized by the 
superintendent to verify the training of school bus drivers. 
(8) "School bus driver training course" means a course established by the superintendent and 
taught or overseen by an authorized school bus driver instructor. This course shall be successfully 
completed by all applicants for a school bus driver's authorization. 
(9) "School bus driver annual in-service training" means annual training taught by an authorized 
school bus driver instructor. The content and minimum time requirements of such training shall be 
annually determined by the superintendent and shall be completed no earlier than August 1st and 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=392-144-040
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no later than October 31st by all authorized school bus drivers. A school bus driver's authorization 
is lapsed effective the first day of November of any school year if the school bus driver did not 
attend the in-service training class. 
(10) "School bus driver instructor's course" means a training program established by the 
superintendent to qualify a person as a school bus driver instructor. 
(11) "School bus driver instructor's annual in-service training" means annual required training, the 
content of which shall be determined by the superintendent. Successful completion of this course 
prevents the instructor's authorization from lapsing. 
(12) "Professional misconduct" means a documented instance of an authorized school bus driver 
failing to comply with the provisions of this chapter, the provisions of chapter 392-145 WAC, or the 
provisions of chapter 46.25 RCW while authorized to operate a school bus and chapter 46.61 RCW 
while operating a school bus. 
(13) "Certified medical examiner" means an individual certified by the federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration and listed on the National Registry of Certified Medical Examiners. 
(14) "Medical examiner's certificate" means a written verification of passing a medical 
examination in accordance with the standards established in 49 C.F.R. 391.41 through 391.49, of the 
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations. 
(15) "Local education agency" means a common school district, educational service district, 
charter school established under chapter 28A.710 RCW, or state-tribal education compact school 
approved and executed under chapter 28A.715 RCW. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210. WSR 19-16-092, § 392-144-020, filed 8/1/19, effective 
9/1/19; WSR 14-09-031, § 392-144-020, filed 4/9/14, effective 9/1/14; WSR 08- 19-017, § 392-144-
020, filed 9/5/08, effective 10/6/08; WSR 08-07-054, § 392-144-020, filed 3/14/08, effective 4/14/08.  
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210 and 2006 c 263 § 906. WSR 06-15-010, amended and 
recodified as § 392-144-020, filed 7/6/06, effective 8/6/06. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210. WSR 05-19-107, § 180-20-009, filed 9/20/05, effective 
10/21/05; WSR 04-08-055, § 180-20-009, filed 4/2/04, effective 5/3/04; WSR 02-18-055, § 180-20-
009, filed 8/28/02, effective 9/28/02.] 
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WAC 392-144-030 TRAINING AND 
QUALIFICATIONS OF SCHOOL BUS DRIVER 
INSTRUCTORS— ADMINISTRATION. 
 
(1) Superintendent's duties. 
(a) The superintendent shall determine the qualifications necessary for applicants for the school 
bus driver instructor course and qualifications necessary for continuation of the school bus driver 
instructor authorization. 
(b) Each school bus driver instructor shall verify annually that they continue to meet the 
superintendent's qualifications determined under this section. 
(c) In the case of denial of authorization or disqualification, the superintendent shall provide an 
appeal process consistent with the provisions of this chapter. 
(2) Lapsing of school bus driver instructor's authorization. 
(a) A school bus driver instructor's authorization shall lapse effective the first day of September of 
any school year, unless the driver instructor has successfully completed the school bus driver 
instructor's in-service training for that school year. 
(b) A school bus driver instructor is not required to notify the superintendent when the 
instructor's authorization is lapsed. 
(c) A school bus driver instructor with a lapsed authorization cannot verify the successful 
completion of the school bus driver training course or the school bus driver in-service training. 
(d) Reinstatement of the school bus driver instructor's authorization that has lapsed for failure to 
complete the annual in-service training occurs automatically upon completion of the required 
training, provided the authorization has not expired. 
(3) Expiration of school bus driver instructor's authorization. 
(a) A school bus driver instructor's authorization shall expire effective the first day of September 
of the second school year without successful completion of the school bus driver instructor's 
annual in-service training. 
(b) Reinstatement of a school bus driver instructor's authorization that has expired requires 
another successful completion of the school bus driver instructor training course. 
(c) A school bus driver instructor with an expired authorization cannot verify the successful 
completion of the school bus driver training course or the school bus driver in-service training. 
(4) Falsification. Intentional falsification of school bus driver training records shall result in 
permanent revocation of the school bus driver instructor authorization. 
(5) Training records. School bus driver training records include, but are not limited to: 
(a) Initial school bus driver training records; 
(b) School bus driver annual in-service training records; 
(c) School bus driver annual verification reports as required by this chapter. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210. WSR 19-16-092, § 392-144-030, filed 8/1/19, effective 
9/1/19; WSR 14-09-031, § 392-144-030, filed 4/9/14, effective 9/1/14. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210 and 2006 c 263 § 906. WSR 06-15-010, amended and 
recodified as § 392-144-030, filed 7/6/06, effective 8/6/06. 



 

 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210. WSR 05-19-107, § 180-20-021, filed 9/20/05, effective 
10/21/05; WSR 04-08-055, § 180-20-021, filed 4/2/04, effective 5/3/04.] 
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WAC 392-144-040 APPLICATION TO 
CONTRACTORS. 
 
(1) Contract requirements. Every contract between a local education agency and a contractor for 
student transportation services shall provide for compliance with the requirements of this chapter 
and establish the responsibility of the contractor or local education agency, or both, to assure 
compliance with such requirements. 
(2) Applicability of requirements. Each driver employed by a contractor to provide student 
transportation services shall meet the requirements of this chapter, and shall be subject to the 
denial, suspension, lapse, and revocation of their school bus driver authorization and the authority 
to operate a motor vehicle under this chapter. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210. WSR 19-16-092, § 392-144-040, filed 8/1/19, effective 
9/1/19; WSR 14-09-031, § 392-144-040, filed 4/9/14, effective 9/1/14. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210 and 2006 c 263 § 906. WSR 06-15-010, recodified as § 392-
144-040, filed 7/6/06, effective 8/6/06. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210. WSR 02-18-055, § 180-20-031, filed 8/28/02, effective 
9/28/02; WSR 93-08-007, § 180-20-031, filed 3/24/93, effective 4/24/93.] 
 
Legislative Website for WAC 392-144-040 
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WAC 392-144-045 USE OF CHARTER BUS 
COMPANIES. 
 
Every contract between a local education agency and a charter bus carrier or excursion carrier, or 
subcontracted carrier shall require a carrier profile report indicating a satisfactory rating from the 
Washington utilities and transportation commission before any service is provided. Supervision of 
children on trips under this subsection shall be designated to a specific employee of the local 
education agency who shall ensure that the driver shall have not have unsupervised access to 
students during the trip. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210. WSR 19-16-092, § 392-144-045, filed 8/1/19, effective 
9/1/19; WSR 14-09-031, § 392-144-045, filed 4/9/14, effective 9/1/14.] 
 
Legislative Website for WAC 392-144-045 
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WAC 392-144-101 INITIAL REQUIREMENTS 
FOR SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS. 
 
Every authorized school bus driver must meet the following initial requirements: 
(1) Have at least five years of experience as a licensed driver of a passenger vehicle. 
(2) Submit to a criminal record check according to chapter 28A.400 RCW which shows that no 
offenses have been committed which would be grounds for disqualification of an authorization as 
listed in WAC 392-144-103. 
(3) Satisfactorily complete a school bus driver training course administered by an authorized 
school bus driver instructor. 
(4) Meet all applicable continuing school bus driver requirements in WAC 392-144-102. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210. WSR 14-09-031, § 392-144-101, filed 4/9/14, effective 
9/1/14. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210 and 2006 c 263 § 906. WSR 06-15-010, amended and 
recodified as § 392-144-101, filed 7/6/06, effective 8/6/06. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210. WSR 05-19-107, § 180-20-101, filed 9/20/05, effective 
10/21/05; WSR 05-08-014, § 180-20-101, filed 3/28/05, effective 4/28/05; WSR 04-08-055, § 180-
20-101, filed 4/2/04, effective 5/3/04; WSR 02-18-055, § 180-20-101, filed 8/28/02, effective 
9/28/02; WSR 99-08-004, § 180-20-101, filed 3/25/99, effective 4/25/99; WSR 96-20-042, § 180-20-
101, filed 9/24/96, effective 10/25/96; WSR 93-08-007, § 180-20-101, filed 3/24/93, effective 
4/24/93.] 
 
Legislative Website for WAC 392-144-101 
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WAC 392-144-102 CONTINUING 
REQUIREMENTS FOR AUTHORIZED SCHOOL 
BUS DRIVERS. 
 
Every authorized school bus driver must continue to meet the following requirements: 
(1) Valid driver's license. Have a valid driver's license or commercial driver's license, as required 
by law, issued by the state department of licensing. 
(2) In-service training course. Satisfactorily complete the annual school bus driver in- service 
training course. 
(a) A school bus driver's authorization shall lapse effective the first day of November if the driver 
has not completed the in-service training course for the current school year. A lapsed authorization 
can be reinstated when in-service has been completed for that school year, provided the 
authorization has not expired. 
(b) A school bus driver's authorization shall expire effective the first day of November of the 
second school year without successful completion of the school bus driver's in- service training for 
the past and current school year. Reinstatement of a school bus driver's authorization that has 
expired requires another successful completion of the "School bus driver training course." 
(c) A school bus driver with a lapsed or expired authorization cannot transport students in a 
school bus or other local education agency vehicle for purposes defined in WAC 392-144-020(3). 
(3) First-aid training. Maintain current and valid training in a first-aid course accepted by the 
local education agency. 
(4) Disclosure of legal actions. Submit annually to the local education agency a disclosure of all 
crimes against children or other persons and all civil adjudications in a dependency action or in a 
domestic relation action and all disciplinary board final decisions of sexual abuse or exploitation or 
physical abuse as required by RCW 43.43.834(2) and disclosure of all convictions which may be 
grounds for denial, suspension, or revocation of authorization under WAC 392-144-103. 
(5) Physical requirements. Every authorized school bus driver must continue to meet the 
following physical requirements: 
(a) Is physically able to maneuver and control a school bus under all driving conditions; and 
(b) Is physically able to use all controls and equipment found on state minimum specified school 
buses; and 
(c) Is physically able to perform daily routine school bus vehicle safety inspections; and 
(d) Has sufficient strength and agility to move about in a school bus as required to provide 
assistance to students in evacuating the bus. The driver must be able to move from a seated 
position in a sixty-five passenger school bus, or the largest school bus the driver will be operating, 
to the emergency door, open the emergency door, and exit the bus through the emergency door, 
all within twenty-five seconds. A local education agency may develop and implement an alternative 
assessment of physical strength and agility. The alternate assessment must be submitted by the 
local education agency superintendent for review and approval by the superintendent; and 
(e) Provide a copy of a current and valid medical examiner's certificate to their employer. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210. WSR 19-16-092, § 392-144-102, filed 8/1/19, effective 
9/1/19; WSR 14-09-031, § 392-144-102, filed 4/9/14, effective 9/1/14; WSR 08- 19-017, § 392-144-
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102, filed 9/5/08, effective 10/6/08. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210 and 2006 c 263 § 906. WSR 06-15-010, amended and 
recodified as §, filed 7/6/06, effective 8/6/06. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210. WSR 05-19-107, § 180-20-102, filed 9/20/05, effective 
10/21/05.] 
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WAC 392-144-103 DISQUALIFYING 
CONDITIONS FOR AUTHORIZED SCHOOL BUS 
DRIVERS. 
 
A school bus driver's authorization will be denied, suspended, or revoked as a result of the 
following conditions: 
(1) Misrepresenting or concealing material facts. Misrepresenting or concealing a material fact 
in obtaining or maintaining a school bus driver's authorization or in reinstatement thereof in the 
previous five years. 
(2) Moving violations. Having a driving license privilege suspended or revoked as a result of a 
moving violation as defined in WAC 308-104-160 within the preceding five years or having had 
their commercial driver's license disqualified, suspended, or revoked within the preceding five 
years; a certified copy of the disqualification, suspension, or revocation order issued by the 
department of licensing being conclusive evidence of the disqualification, suspension, or 
revocation. 
(3) Conviction of motor vehicle violations. Having been convicted of any of the following 
motor vehicle violations within the last five years: 
(a) Three or more speeding tickets, including driving too fast for conditions; 
(b) Hit and run driving; 
(c) Vehicular assault; 
(d) Vehicular homicide; 
(e) Driving while intoxicated; 
(f) Being in physical control of motor vehicle while intoxicated; 
(g) Negligent driving in the first degree; 
(h) Reckless driving; 
(i) Any motor vehicle violation agreed to during a court proceeding as a result of an alcohol 
related driving infraction. 
(4) Transporting students with a suspended, surrendered, or revoked school bus driver's 
authorization. Having intentionally and knowingly transported public school students within the 
state of Washington within the previous five years with a lapsed, suspended, surrendered, or 
revoked school bus driver's authorization in a position for which authorization is required under 
this chapter. 
(5) Transporting students with a disqualified, suspended, surrendered, or revoked driver's 
license. Having intentionally and knowingly transported public school students within the state of 
Washington within the previous five years with a suspended or revoked driver's license or a 
suspended, invalid, disqualified, or revoked commercial driver's license. 
(6) Drug or alcohol test. Having refused to take a drug or alcohol test or tested positive for 
drugs or alcohol in accordance with the provisions of 49 C.F.R. 382 within the preceding five years. 
Notification from the local education agency or the medical review officer will be considered 
evidence of a refusal or positive test as defined in RCW 46.25.010. 
(7) Conviction of controlled substance or prescription drugs. Having been convicted of any 
crime within the last ten years involving the use, sale, possession, or transportation of any 
controlled substance or prescription drug; 
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(8) Conviction of certain felony crimes. Having been convicted of felony crimes (including 
instances in which a plea of guilty or nolo contendere is the basis for the conviction) or being under 
a deferred prosecution under chapter 10.05 RCW involving: 
(a) The physical neglect of a child under chapter 9A.42 RCW; 
(b) The physical injury or death of a child under chapter 9A.32 or 9A.36 RCW, excepting motor 
vehicle violations under chapter 46.61 RCW; 
(c) The sexual exploitation of a child under chapter 9.68A RCW; 
(d) Sexual offenses where a child is the victim under chapter 9A.44 RCW; 
(e) The promotion of prostitution of a child under chapter 9A.88 RCW; 
(f) The sale or purchase of a child under RCW 9A.64.030; 
(g) Provided, That the general classes of felony crimes referenced within this subsection shall 
include equivalent federal crimes and crimes committed in other states; 
(h) Provided further, That for the purpose of this subsection "child" means a minor as defined by 
the applicable state or federal law; 
(i) Provided further, That for the purpose of this subsection "conviction" shall include a guilty plea. 
(9) Crimes that impair the worthiness and ability to serve as an authorized school bus 
driver. Having been convicted of any crime within the last ten years, including motor vehicle 
violations, which would materially and substantially impair the individual's worthiness and ability to 
serve as an authorized school bus driver. In determining whether a particular conviction would 
materially and substantially impair the individual's worthiness and ability to serve as an authorized 
school bus driver, the following and any other relevant considerations shall be weighed: 
(a) Age and maturity at the time the criminal act was committed; 
(b) The degree of culpability required for conviction of the crime and any mitigating factors, 
including motive for commission of the crime; 
(c) The classification of the criminal act and the seriousness of the actual and potential harm to 
persons or property; 
(d) Criminal history and the likelihood that criminal conduct will be repeated; 
(e) The permissibility of service as an authorized school bus driver within the terms of any parole 
or probation; 
(f) Proximity or remoteness in time of the criminal conviction; 
(g) Any evidence offered which would support good moral character and personal fitness; 
(h) If this subsection is applied to a person currently authorized as a school bus driver in a 
suspension or revocation action, the effect on the school bus driving profession, including any 
chilling effect, shall be weighed; and 
(i) In order to establish good moral character and personal fitness despite the criminal conviction, 
the applicant or authorized school bus driver has the duty to provide available evidence relative to 
the above considerations. The superintendent has the right to gather and present additional 
evidence which may corroborate or negate that provided by the applicant or authorized school bus 
driver 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210. WSR 19-16-092, § 392-144-103, filed 8/1/19, effective 
9/1/19; WSR 14-09-031, § 392-144-103, filed 4/9/14, effective 9/1/14; WSR 08- 19-017, § 392-144-
103, filed 9/5/08, effective 10/6/08. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210 and 2006 c 263 § 906. WSR 06-15-010, amended and 
recodified as § 392-144-103, filed 7/6/06, effective 8/6/06.  
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Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210. WSR 06-01-039, § 180-20-103, filed 12/15/05, effective 
1/15/06; WSR 05-19-107, § 180-20-103, filed 9/20/05, effective 10/21/05.] 
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WAC 392-144-110 TEMPORARY 
AUTHORIZATIONS—REQUIREMENTS AND 
ISSUING PROCEDURES. 
 
(1) Requirements for temporary authorization. A temporary school bus driver authorization may 
be issued by the superintendent upon application by an authorized representative of the 
employing local education agency when the following has been provided: 
(a) Verification of successful completion of the school bus driver training course. 
(b) Verification that it has on file a copy of a current and valid medical examiner's certificate. 
(c) Verification that it has on file an original, current employment driver's abstract, including 
departmental actions, of the applicant's employment and nonemployment driving record obtained 
from the department of licensing verifying compliance with all provisions of this chapter. The issue 
date of this abstract must be within sixty calendar days prior to the date the application is being 
submitted for temporary authorization. 
(d) Verification that it has on file a disclosure statement in compliance with preemployment inquiry 
regulations in WAC 162-12-140, signed by the applicant, specifying all convictions which relate to 
fitness to perform the job of a school bus driver under WAC 392-144-103 and all crimes against 
children or other persons, that meets the requirements of RCW 43.43.834(2). 
(e) Verification that it has requested a criminal record check as required under chapter 28A.400 
RCW and the date of such request. 
(f) Verification that the applicant complies with all of the requirements for authorized school bus 
drivers set forth in this chapter except for first-aid training in a first-aid course and/or the results of 
a criminal record check. 
(2) Notice of authorization. Upon approval of the temporary authorization, notice will be 
provided to the employing local education agency. 
(3) Validity. The temporary authorization shall be valid for a period of sixty calendar days. The 
temporary authorization may be renewed by approval of the superintendent when the results of 
the criminal background check have not been received. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210. WSR 19-16-092, § 392-144-110, filed 8/1/19, effective 
9/1/19; WSR 14-09-031, § 392-144-110, filed 4/9/14, effective 9/1/14; WSR 08-19-017, § 392-144-
110, filed 9/5/08, effective 10/6/08; WSR 07-13-067, § 392-144-110, filed 6/18/07, effective 7/19/07. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210 and 2006 c 263 § 906. WSR 06-15-010, amended and 
recodified as § 392-144-110, filed 7/6/06, effective 8/6/06. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210. WSR 05-19-107, § 180-20-111, filed 9/20/05, effective 
10/21/05; WSR 04-08-055, § 180-20-111, filed 4/2/04, effective 5/3/04; WSR 02-18-055, § 180-20-
111, filed 8/28/02, effective 9/28/02; WSR 99-08-004, § 180-20-111, filed 3/25/99, effective 4/25/99; 
WSR 96-20-042, § 180-20-111, filed 9/24/96, effective 10/25/96; WSR 93-08-007, § 180-20-111, 
filed 3/24/93, effective 4/24/93.] 
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WAC 392-144-120 SCHOOL BUS DRIVER 
AUTHORIZATION—REQUIREMENTS AND 
ISSUING PROCEDURES. 
 
A school bus driver authorization may be issued by the superintendent upon application by an 
authorized representative of the employing local education agency subject to compliance with the 
following provisions: 
(1) Requirements for authorization. The employing local education agency shall forward to the 
superintendent the following verifications relating to the applicant: 
(a) Verification of successful completion of the school bus driver training course taught by an 
authorized school bus driver instructor. 
(b) Verification that it has on file a copy of a current and valid medical examiner's certificate. 
(c) Verification that it has on file an original, current employment driver's abstract, including 
departmental actions, of the applicant's employment and nonemployment driving record obtained 
from the department of licensing verifying compliance with all provisions of this chapter. For 
applicants that have an out-of-state license, the district is required to annually obtain a current 
driving record from the corresponding state. The issue date of this abstract must be within sixty 
calendar days prior to the date an application was submitted for temporary authorization. If no 
request for a temporary school bus authorization was submitted, the issue date must be within 
sixty calendar days prior to the date of application of the school bus driver authorization. 
(d) Verification that the applicant has completed a current and valid first-aid training course. 
(e) Verification that it has on file a disclosure statement in compliance with preemployment inquiry 
regulations in WAC 162-12-140, signed by the applicant, specifying all convictions which relate to 
fitness to perform the job of a school bus driver under WAC 392-144-103 and all crimes against 
children or other persons, that meets the requirements of RCW 43.43.834(2). 
(f) Verification that it has on file the results of a criminal record check as required under chapter 
28A.400 RCW and that such results establish that the applicant has not committed any offense 
which constitutes grounds for denying, suspending, or revoking an authorization under this chapter 
and the date of such request. 
(g) Verification that the applicant complies with all of the requirements for authorized school bus 
drivers set forth in this chapter. 
(2) Notice of authorization. Upon approval of an application, the superintendent shall issue a 
notice of school bus driver authorization to the employing local education agency. 
(3) Issuance of subsequent authorizations. Subsequent authorizations for an individual driver 
with new or additional employing local education agency(ies) must be issued from the 
superintendent to such agency(ies) prior to the operation of any motor vehicle for the 
transportation of children. 
(4) Authorization to drive for two local education agencies. If two local education agencies 
enter into an interlocal agreement for the services of a school bus driver, the school bus driver does 
not need to be authorized in the nonemploying local education agency. The school bus driver is 
required to have a valid school bus driver's authorization with the employing local education 
agency. 
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(5) List of authorized drivers. The superintendent will provide each local education agency with a 
list of their authorized school bus drivers and each authorized school bus driver's status. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210. WSR 19-16-092, § 392-144-120, filed 8/1/19, effective 
9/1/19; WSR 14-09-031, § 392-144-120, filed 4/9/14, effective 9/1/14; WSR 07-13-067, § 392-144-
120, filed 6/18/07, effective 7/19/07. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210 and 2006 c 263 § 906. WSR 06-15-010, amended and 
recodified as § 392-144-120, filed 7/6/06, effective 8/6/06. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210. WSR 05-19-107, § 180-20-112, filed 9/20/05, effective 
10/21/05.] 
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WAC 392-144-130 DISCIPLINE—GROUNDS 
FOR DENIAL, SUSPENSION, OR REVOCATION 
OF AUTHORIZATION—EMERGENCY 
SUSPENSION—APPEALS—ADJUDICATIVE 
PROCEEDINGS. 
 
(1) Burden of proof. A request for an authorization may be denied or an authorization issued 
under this chapter may be suspended or revoked for failure to meet any of the minimum 
requirements set forth in WAC 392-144-101 and 392-144-102 or for disqualifying conditions set 
forth in WAC 392-144-103, established by a preponderance of the evidence. 
(2) Grounds for denial, suspension, or revocation of authorization. 
(a) A behavioral problem or professional misconduct, which endangers the educational welfare or 
personal safety of students, teachers, school bus drivers, or other colleagues is grounds for denial, 
suspension, or revocation whether or not the conduct constitutes a crime. The employing local 
education agency shall determine if the behavioral problem or professional misconduct is a 
condition precedent to denial, suspension, or revocation action. 
(b) Upon a conviction, the judgment and sentence is conclusive evidence at the ensuing hearing 
of the guilt of the authorized driver or applicant of the crime described in the indictment or 
information, and of the person's violation of the statute on which it is based. 
(3) Court-ordered treatment program. 
(a) Any person in a court-ordered treatment program for alcohol or other drug misuse shall have 
his or her authorization suspended until treatment is satisfactorily completed and the completion is 
confirmed by a state-approved alcohol or drug treatment program at which time the authorization 
will be reinstated. 
(b) In all cases of deferred prosecution under chapter 10.05 RCW, the authorization shall be 
suspended until the court confirms successful completion of the court approved treatment 
program at which time the authorization will be reinstated. 
(4) Emergency suspension. If the superintendent finds that public health, safety, or welfare 
imperatively requires emergency action, and incorporates a finding to that effect in its order, 
emergency suspension of an authorization may be ordered pending proceedings for revocation or 
other action. In such cases, the superintendent shall expedite all due process actions as quickly as 
possible. 
(5) Appeals and adjudicative proceedings. 
(a) Any person desiring to appeal a denial, suspension, or revocation of a school bus driver 
authorization may do so to the superintendent or designee in accordance with the adjudicative 
proceedings in RCW 34.05.413 through 34.05.494, and the administrative practices and procedures 
of the superintendent in chapter 392-101 WAC. 
(b) The superintendent may assign the adjudicative proceeding to the office of administrative 
hearings and may delegate final decision-making authority to the administrative law judge 
conducting the hearing. 
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(c) The superintendent may appoint a person to review initial orders and to prepare and enter 
final agency orders in accordance with RCW 34.05.464. 
(d) Any person who disagrees with the local education agency's determination of failure to meet 
any school bus driver authorization qualifications may request that the local education agency 
forward the pertinent records to the superintendent. After review or investigation, the 
superintendent shall grant, deny, suspend, or revoke the authorization. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210. WSR 19-16-092, § 392-144-130, filed 8/1/19, effective 
9/1/19; WSR 14-09-031, § 392-144-130, filed 4/9/14, effective 9/1/14; WSR 08- 19-017, § 392-144-
130, filed 9/5/08, effective 10/6/08. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210 and 2006 c 263 § 906. WSR 06-15-010, amended and 
recodified as § 392-144-130, filed 7/6/06, effective 8/6/06. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210. WSR 05-19-107, § 180-20-120, filed 9/20/05, effective 
10/21/05; WSR 02-18-055, § 180-20-120, filed 8/28/02, effective 9/28/02; WSR 99-08-004, § 180-20-
120, filed 3/25/99, effective 4/25/99; WSR 96-20-042, § 180-20-120, filed 9/24/96, effective 
10/25/96; WSR 93-08-007, § 180-20-120, filed 3/24/93, effective 4/24/93.] 
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WAC 392-144-135 SCHOOL BUS DRIVER—
MEDICAL EXAMINER'S CERTIFICATE 
REQUIREMENTS. 
 
(1) Verification. School bus drivers must provide verification to their employer of passing a 
medical examination completed by a medical examiner at or prior to the current certificate 
expiration date. 
(2) Exemptions or waivers. If the medical examiner determines the school bus driver does not 
meet the minimum federal medical standards for interstate commerce but qualifies for an interstate 
exemption, the school bus driver must comply with the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration's exemption program. If the medical examiner determines the school bus driver 
does not meet the minimum federal medical standards for intrastate commerce, but qualifies for an 
intrastate medical waiver, the school bus driver must comply with the department of licensing's 
requirements for an intrastate medical waiver as defined in WAC 480-30-226. School bus drivers 
must provide their employer a copy of their valid federal exemption or intrastate medical waiver 
certificate. 
(3) Continued requirement. School bus drivers must continue to meet these medical 
requirements during the time between examinations. 
(4) Medical examinations required by local education agencies. 
(a) A local education agency may require more frequent examinations of any school bus driver. 
(b) If a local education agency requires a school bus driver to be examined by a local agency 
selected physician, the local education agency must pay for the cost of such exam. If the driver 
objects to the local education agency's selected physician, a physician must be selected that is 
mutually acceptable. 
(5) Individuals with diabetes. An individual who is a diabetic being treated with insulin may hold 
a school bus driver authorization if they meet the following requirements: 
(a) Possess a medical examiner's certificate showing the driver is qualified and meets the medical 
requirements defined in WAC 392-144-020(14); or 
(b) Possess a valid commercial driver license intrastate medical waiver certificate for diabetes from 
the Washington state department of licensing; 
(c) Provide at a minimum of every twenty-four months to the authorizing local education 
agency(ies) or employer a completed, signed copy of Form SPI 1643 (Part A), Application Section, 
and a completed, signed copy of Form SPI 1643 (Part B), Physician Evaluation Section indicating the 
driver's medical condition allows them to safely operate a school bus while using insulin. The 
physician evaluation section must indicate that within the past three years, the driver has 
completed instruction including diabetes management and driving safety; the signs and symptoms 
of hypoglycemia and hyperglycemia, and what procedures must be followed if complications arise. 
Physician verification of participation in a diabetes education program covering these topics is 
required at least every three years in order to remain qualified for a school bus driver authorization; 
(d) Provide at a minimum of every twelve months to the authorizing local education agency(ies) 
or employer a completed, signed copy of Form SPI 1643 (Part C), Vision Evaluation Section 
indicating the driver does not have any vision problems that might impair safe driving; 
(e) Provide at a minimum of every six months to the authorizing local education agency(ies) or 
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employer a completed, signed copy of Form SPI 1643 (Part D), HbA1c Report Section indicating 
values more than 5.9 and less than 9.6 (unless accompanied by the signed medical opinion that the 
event was incidental and not an indication of failure to control glucose levels); 
(f) Self-monitor blood glucose using an FDA approved device and demonstrate conformance with 
requirements (more than 100 mg/dl and less than 300 mg/dl): 
(i) Within one hour before driving vehicles transporting students; and 
(ii) Approximately every four hours while on duty. 
(g) Maintain a daily log of all glucose test results for the previous six-month period and provide 
copies to the authorizing local education agency(ies) or employer, and the medical examiner or 
physician upon request; 
(h) Carry a source of readily absorbable/fast-acting glucose while on duty; 
(i) Report immediately to their employer, any failure to comply with specific glucose level 
requirements as listed in (e) or (f) of this subsection, or loss of consciousness or control; 
(j) Individuals who have had a loss of consciousness or loss of control (cognitive function) due to 
a diabetic event do not qualify for a school bus driver authorization for one year, provided there 
has not been a recurrent hypoglycemic reaction requiring assistance of another person within the 
previous five years; 
(k) A school bus driver is no longer authorized to operate a school bus and must be immediately 
removed from driving duties for any of the following: 
(i) Results of the most recent HbA1c test indicating values less than 6.0 or greater than 
9.5 (unless accompanied by the signed medical opinion that the event was incidental and not an 
indication of failure to control glucose levels); 
(ii) Results of self-monitoring indicate glucose levels less than 100 mg/dl or greater than 300 
mg/dl, until self-monitoring indicates compliance with specifications; 
(iii) Experiencing a loss of consciousness or control relating to diabetic condition; 
(iv) Failing to maintain or falsifying the required records, including self-monitoring records and 
any section of Form SPI 1643. 
(l) The authorizing local education agency or employer may request medical review of any or all 
signed, completed sections of Form SPI 1643 (Parts A-D), Washington state authorized school bus 
driver diabetes exemption program, and the driver's daily glucose test logs by a medical examiner 
or physician of their choice. The cost of this review shall be paid by the local education agency or 
employer. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210. WSR 19-16-092, § 392-144-135, filed 8/1/19, effective 
9/1/19.] 
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WAC 392-144-140 SCHOOL BUS DRIVER—
REPORTING. 
 
(1) Written notification of criminal charges. 
(a) Every person authorized under this chapter to operate a motor vehicle to transport children 
shall, within twenty calendar days, notify his or her employer in writing of the filing of any criminal 
charge involving conduct listed in WAC 392-144-103. The authorized driver shall also notify his or 
her employer of any disqualifying traffic convictions, or license suspension, disqualification, or 
revocation orders issued by the department of licensing. 
(b) In cases where the employer is providing transportation services through a contract with the 
local education agency, the contractor shall immediately notify the local education agency's 
superintendent or designee. 
(2) Content of notification. The notification in writing shall identify the name of the authorized 
driver, his or her driver's license number, the court in which the action is commenced, and the case 
number assigned to the action. 
(3) Failure to notify. The failure of an authorized driver to comply with the provisions of this 
section is an act of professional misconduct and constitutes grounds for authorization suspension 
or revocation by the superintendent. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210. WSR 19-16-092, § 392-144-140, filed 8/1/19, effective 
9/1/19; WSR 14-09-031, § 392-144-140, filed 4/9/14, effective 9/1/14; WSR 08- 19-017, § 392-144-
140, filed 9/5/08, effective 10/6/08. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210 and 2006 c 263 § 906. WSR 06-15-010, amended and 
recodified as § 392-144-140, filed 7/6/06, effective 8/6/06. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210. WSR 05-19-107, § 180-20-135, filed 9/20/05, effective 
10/21/05; WSR 02-18-055, § 180-20-135, filed 8/28/02, effective 9/28/02; WSR 93-08-007, § 180-20-
135, filed 3/24/93, effective 4/24/93.] 
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WAC 392-144-150 SCHOOL DISTRICT—
REPORTING. 
 
(1) Written notification of disqualifying conditions. Every local education agency employing 
authorized school bus drivers to transport children or contracting with a private firm who provides 
such authorized drivers as a part of a contract shall, within twenty calendar days, notify the 
superintendent in writing of knowledge it may have of any disqualifying conditions or the filing of 
any criminal charge involving the conduct listed in WAC 392-144-103 against any authorized 
school bus driver. 
(2) Content of notification. The notification can be in writing or by email to the superintendent 
or its designee and shall identify the name of the authorized school bus driver, his or her driver's 
license number, the mailing address of the driver, the court in which the action is commenced, and 
the case number assigned to the action. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210. WSR 19-16-092, § 392-144-150, filed 8/1/19, effective 
9/1/19; WSR 14-09-031, § 392-144-150, filed 4/9/14, effective 9/1/14; WSR 08- 19-017, § 392-144-
150, filed 9/5/08, effective 10/6/08. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210 and 2006 c 263 § 906. WSR 06-15-010, amended and 
recodified as § 392-144-150, filed 7/6/06, effective 8/6/06. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210. WSR 05-19-107, § 180-20-140, filed 9/20/05, effective 
10/21/05; WSR 93-08-007, § 180-20-140, filed 3/24/93, effective 4/24/93.] 
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WAC 392-144-160 SCHOOL DISTRICT—
VERIFICATION OF DRIVER'S CONTINUING 
COMPLIANCE. 
 
(1) Annual evaluation. Every local education agency shall annually evaluate each authorized 
school bus driver for continuing compliance with the provisions of this chapter. The results of this 
evaluation of all drivers shall be submitted to the superintendent or their designee no later than 
the last business day in October of each year. 
(2) Verification. This annual evaluation shall certify that the district has verified the following: 
(a) That each authorized school bus driver's medical examination certificate expiration date, first-
aid expiration date, driver's license expiration date and most recent school bus driver in-service 
training date has been updated in compliance with procedures established by the superintendent; 
(b) That each authorized school bus driver's abstract of driving record provided by the 
department of licensing has been reviewed and is in compliance with WAC 392-144- 103; 
(c) That each authorized school bus driver has made an updated disclosure in writing and signed 
and sworn under penalty of perjury which updates the disclosure required in WAC 392-144-102(4); 
and 
(d) That each authorized school bus driver remains in compliance with the physical requirements 
of WAC 392-144-102(5). 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210. WSR 19-16-092, § 392-144-160, filed 8/1/19, effective 
9/1/19; WSR 14-22-020, § 392-144-160, filed 10/27/14, effective 11/27/14; WSR 14-09-031, § 392-
144-160, filed 4/9/14, effective 9/1/14; WSR 08-19-017, § 392-144-160, filed 9/5/08, effective 
10/6/08; WSR 07-13-067, § 392-144-160, filed 6/18/07, effective 7/19/07. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210 and 2006 c 263 § 906. WSR 06-15-010, amended and 
recodified as § 392-144-160, filed 7/6/06, effective 8/6/06. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.160.210. WSR 05-19-107, § 180-20-145, filed 9/20/05, effective 
10/21/05; WSR 96-20-042, § 180-20-145, filed 9/24/96, effective 10/25/96; WSR 93-08-007, § 180-
20-145, filed 3/24/93, effective 4/24/93.] 
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WAC 392-145-001 AUTHORITY AND 
PURPOSE. 
 
The authority for this chapter is RCW 46.61.380 which authorizes the superintendent of public 
instruction to adopt and enforce regulations to cover the operation of all school buses transporting 
common school students. The purpose of this chapter is to establish the manner of operating all 
school buses owned and operated by any school district and all school buses which are privately 
owned and operated under contract or otherwise with any school district in the state for the 
transportation of students. This chapter does not apply to the operation of buses by common 
carrier in the urban transportation of students (e.g., the transportation of students via a municipal 
transit system). 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.380. WSR 07-05-058, § 392-145-001, filed 2/20/07, effective 
11/1/07; WSR 83-21-026 (Order 83-10), § 392-145-001, filed 10/10/83.] 
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WAC 392-145-005 DEFINITION OF A "SCHOOL 
BUS." 
 
The definition of "school bus" as the term is used in this chapter shall be as now or hereafter set 
forth in WAC 392-143-010. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.380. WSR 07-05-058, § 392-145-005, filed 2/20/07, effective 
11/1/07; WSR 84-20-082 (Order 84-40), § 392-145-005, filed 10/2/84; Order 7-75, § 392-145-005, 
filed 12/22/75.] 
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WAC 392-145-011 SCHOOL DISTRICT 
REQUIREMENTS. 
 
All school districts shall comply with the following requirements: 
(1) The provisions of this chapter shall be incorporated by express reference into all school district 
contracts for the transportation of students in privately owned and operated school buses. Every 
school district, its officers and employees, and every person employed under contract or otherwise 
by a school district shall be subject to the provisions of this chapter. 
(2) School district boards of directors shall adopt written policies or rules for passengers riding 
school buses not inconsistent with applicable state law and rules. A copy of these policies or rules 
shall be provided to each student who is scheduled to ride the school bus. 
(3) Every school bus driver shall be provided a copy of and shall be thoroughly familiar with all 
state and local rules and regulations pertaining to the operation of a school bus. 
(4) School bus drivers shall be provided a copy of and training in school district rules and 
regulations pertaining to bullying, harassment, and for reporting sexual misconduct allegations. 
(5) On highways divided into separate roadways as provided in RCW 46.61.150 and highways with 
three or more marked traffic lanes, school districts shall design bus routes that serve each side of 
the highway so that students do not have to cross the highway, unless there is a traffic control 
signal as defined in RCW 46.04.600 or an adult crossing guard within three hundred feet of the bus 
stop to assist students while crossing such multiple-lane highways. 
(6) No school bus stop shall be located on a curve or a hill where visibility is not at least five 
hundred feet. If it is impossible to secure a distance of at least five hundred feet of visibility for a 
school bus stop, the school authorities, and the traffic engineering department of the jurisdiction 
responsible for the roadway shall be advised and the stop shall be changed or proper signs 
installed. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.380. WSR 18-16-121, § 392-145-011, filed 8/1/18, effective 9/1/18; 
WSR 07-05-058, § 392-145-011, filed 2/20/07, effective 11/1/07.] 
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WAC 392-145-016 RULES FOR STUDENTS 
RIDING SCHOOL BUSES. 
 
The policies or rules for students riding school buses shall include, but are not necessarily limited 
to, the following: 
(1) Identification of the individual who has authority over the passengers; 
(2) Student riding privileges; 
(3) Loading and unloading procedures, including that if students must cross the roadway, they 
shall only cross in front and never behind the school bus; 
(4) Seat assignment; 
(5) Student conduct, including acceptable practices with respect to talking, moving around the 
school bus, use of windows, behavior at highway rail grade crossings, and other behavior; 
(6) Unacceptable hazards that may cause injury to others, e.g., firearms, breakable containers, etc; 
(7) School bus cleanliness; and 
(8) Emergency exit procedures. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.380. WSR 07-05-058, § 392-145-016, filed 2/20/07, effective 
11/1/07.] 
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WAC 392-145-021 GENERAL OPERATING 
REQUIREMENTS 
 
The following operating procedures are required to assure maximum passenger safety: 
(1) No school bus shall be operated unless each passenger aboard has been provided with a safe 
seat of sufficient size to accommodate each passenger within the seat compartment. There shall be 
no auxiliary seating accommodations such as temporary or folding jump seats in any school bus. 
Students shall remain seated while the school bus is in motion. 
(2) Passengers in school buses equipped with seat belts shall be required to wear them properly 
adjusted whenever the school bus is in motion. 
(3) Heavy, sharp, bulky, and/or other articles which may be hazardous in the event of an accident 
or an emergency stop shall not be transported unsecured in the passenger area of any school bus. 
Specific attention is directed to items such as skis, ski poles, vaulting poles, large musical 
instruments, riser platforms, etc. In no case will items be secured in such a manner as to impede 
access to any exit. Items which shall not be transported within the passenger area of a school bus 
include all forms of animal life (except service animals), firearms, weapons, breakable containers, 
flammables, and all other articles which could adversely affect the safety of the school bus and 
passengers. Teachers and all other school district staff members shall be annually notified that 
students shall not be requested to transport prohibited items between home and school on a 
school bus. 
(4) When a teacher, coach, or other staff member is assigned to accompany students on a school 
bus, such person shall be responsible for the behavior of the students in his or her charge and shall 
ensure that passengers comply with state rules, and district policies and procedures for student 
transportation. However, the school bus driver shall have final authority and responsibility. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.380. WSR 16-10-114, § 392-145-021, filed 5/4/16, effective 9/1/16; 
WSR 07-05-058, § 392-145-021, filed 2/20/07, effective 11/1/07.] 
 
Legislative Website for WAC 392-145-021 
 
Index for WAC 392-145 
 
Top of document 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=392-145-021


 

WAC 392-145-031 GENERAL SCHOOL BUS 
DRIVER REQUIREMENTS. 
 
The following are school bus driver requirements: 
(1) School bus drivers shall wear a properly adjusted seat belt whenever the school bus is in 
motion. 
(2) School bus drivers shall immediately report any suspected malfunction or needed repair of the 
school bus in their charge. 
(3) A school bus driver shall only allow individuals authorized under the provisions of chapter 
392-144 WAC to operate the school bus with passengers on board. No person except the driver 
shall be allowed to sit in the driver's seat. 
(4) Except in accordance with district policy no school bus driver shall leave the driver's seat 
without first securing the school bus by setting the parking brake, placing the transmission in the 
manufacturer's recommended position, shutting off the engine, and removing the key from the 
ignition switch. The keys shall be kept in the driver's or other authorized school official's 
possession. 
(5) All school bus drivers shall meet the qualifications established in chapter 392-144 WAC prior 
to transporting students. 
(6) Except in accordance with district policy, a school bus driver shall not use a personal electronic 
device for personal communications while operating a school bus, except for the use of such 
devices to report illegal activity, summon medical or other emergency help, or prevent injury to a 
person or property, as permitted under RCW 46.61.667. For the purpose of this section, operating a 
school bus is defined as when the school bus engine is running. 
(7) Except in accordance with district policy, a school bus driver shall not distribute anything 
edible to students riding the bus. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.380. WSR 16-10-114, § 392-145-031, filed 5/4/16, effective 9/1/16; 
WSR 07-05-058, § 392-145-031, filed 2/20/07, effective 11/1/07.] 
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WAC 392-145-041 PRETRIP AND POSTTRIP 
REQUIREMENTS. 
 
The following are requirements to assure safety and security of the school bus during operation: 
(1) Motor fuel shall not be put into the tank while the engine is running or while passengers are 
on the school bus. School bus drivers, prior to commencement of any trip, shall assure that the 
school bus has sufficient fuel to prevent the school bus from running out of fuel. 
(2) School bus drivers, prior to commencement of any trip, shall assure that the mirrors, 
windshield and rear window(s) of the school bus are clean. 
(3) Prior to commencement of and during any trip, with passengers aboard, every school bus 
driver shall ensure there are no articles in the following areas that could impede normal movement, 
visibility, or emergency egress: The service entrance step well; the entire main aisle from front to 
rear; the aisles or passage ways to any emergency door; the entire shelf area between the rearmost 
passenger seats and the rear emergency window (if so equipped). 
(4) Tools and other miscellaneous articles shall be carried in appropriate compartments. They 
shall not be carried loose upon the floor or dashboard area of the school bus. 
(5) School bus drivers shall be certain that all brakes, lights, stop signs, warning signal lamps, and 
other safety devices are working properly before starting on any trip and shall assure that the 
school bus is equipped with a fully stocked first-aid kit, three reflective triangles, a body fluid clean-
up kit and a fire extinguisher certified to be in good working order. 
(6) School bus drivers shall check the latch, safety lock, and warning system for all emergency 
exits prior to each trip and no school bus shall be operated with passengers aboard unless all the 
emergency exits are functioning properly. 
(7) At the end of each trip or route segment, the school bus driver shall thoroughly check the 
school bus to ensure that no students are left on the school bus. Additionally, the school bus driver 
shall take reasonable action to ensure that any articles left behind by students are safe, secure, and 
dealt with according to district policy. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.380. WSR 16-10-114, § 392-145-041, filed 5/4/16, effective 9/1/16; 
WSR 07-05-058, § 392-145-041, filed 2/20/07, effective 11/1/07.] 
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WAC 392-145-050 DRIVING REQUIREMENTS. 
 
In addition to the following school bus operating requirements, school bus drivers shall observe all 
driving regulations set forth in the laws of the state of Washington relating to the operation of 
motor vehicles (chapter 46.61 RCW, Rules of the road). 
(1) School bus drivers shall not manually change gears while proceeding downhill. Necessary gear 
changes shall be made before starting down a hill. 
(2) No school bus driver shall disengage the clutch or place the transmission into neutral and allow 
the school bus to coast. 
(3) Backing a school bus is prohibited unless an adult flagman assists or an emergency exists. Any 
deviation from this regulation shall require prior approval by an authorized school district 
administrator. In all cases, the school bus driver will minimize the extent of such backing. In the 
event of an emergency, backing of a school bus shall be permitted only when there is no danger to 
pedestrians or passengers. 
(4) School bus drivers shall yield the right of way to emergency vehicles. 
(5) The speed of a school bus shall not be allowed to exceed the legal truck speed or any other 
applicable posted speed limit. 
(6) When it is necessary to overtake and pass a slow moving vehicle, school bus drivers shall take 
reasonable action to assure that no third vehicle is drawing near. There shall be a visual road 
clearance of at least eight hundred feet on the road surface. 
(7) All school buses shall slow down to ten miles an hour or less before making a ninety degree 
right or left turn. 
(8) All school buses shall be operated with the headlights on when carrying passengers or traveling 
on a public roadway. 
(9) All school buses shall be operated with the doors closed when carrying passengers or traveling 
on a public roadway. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.380. WSR 07-05-058, § 392-145-050, filed 2/20/07, effective 
11/1/07.] 
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WAC 392-145-060 LOADING AND 
UNLOADING PROCEDURES. 
 
The following procedures are required to assure maximum student safety: 
 
(1) A school bus driver shall not order or allow a student to depart the school bus other than at his 
or her regular stop unless permission is first obtained in accordance with district policy. 
(2) School bus drivers shall pick up only the students and persons designated by an authorized 
school district administrator. 
(3) School bus drivers shall have the primary responsibility for the safety of passengers while they 
are boarding the school bus, while they are on the school bus, and while they are disembarking the 
school bus and crossing the roadway. If passengers must cross the road, the driver shall make every 
reasonable effort to ensure that they cross safely and that they pass in front of the school bus and 
never behind the school bus. The driver shall likewise ensure that passengers boarding or 
disembarking from the school bus are within his/her view at all times. 
(4) Prior to stopping the school bus on the roadway for the purpose of loading or unloading 
passengers, school bus drivers shall activate the alternating flashing amber lamps by means of a 
master sequencing switch. The driver shall activate the alternating flashing amber lamps: 
(a) No less than one hundred feet and no more than three hundred feet from the school bus stop 
where the posted speed limit is thirty-five miles per hour or less; and 
(b) No less than three hundred feet and no more than five hundred feet from the school bus stop 
where the posted speed limit is more than thirty-five miles per hour. 
(5) No school bus shall pull over to the left-hand side of the road to load or unload passengers. 
(6) The stop sign and alternately flashing red lamps shall be activated whenever a school bus is 
stopped on any portion of a traveled roadway to load or unload school children. Simultaneously 
flashing amber hazard lamps shall be activated whenever a school bus is stopped off the roadway 
to load or unload school children. 
(7) Whenever school children have to cross the roadway, the school bus shall stop on the roadway 
and display the stop sign and alternately flashing red lamps. A school bus driver shall not allow 
school children to cross any roadway having three or more marked traffic lanes or any highway 
divided into separate roadways as provided in RCW 46.61.150. 
(8) The stop sign and alternately flashing red lamps on a school bus shall not be used while the 
school bus is moving or to indicate that the school bus is going to stop. 
(9) While loading and unloading passengers on a traveled portion of the roadway, the school bus 
driver shall activate the alternating flashing red lights by means of a sequencing switch prior to 
opening the passenger load door. 
(10) The school bus driver shall set the brake and place the transmission in neutral or park prior to 
loading or unloading passengers. When it is possible, the school bus driver shall maintain light 
pressure on the service brake to activate the brake lamps when loading or unloading passengers. 
(11) The school bus driver shall assure that all students are seated or secure prior to releasing the 
brake. 
(12) In any case in which a school bus passes a stopped school bus which is loading and unloading 
students off the traveled portion of the roadway, the passing school bus shall reduce speed and 
proceed with caution. 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=46.61.150


 

 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.380. WSR 18-16-121, § 392-145-060, filed 8/1/18, effective 9/1/18; 
WSR 16-10-114, § 392-145-060, filed 5/4/16, effective 9/1/16; WSR 07-05-058, § 392-145-060, filed 
2/20/07, effective 11/1/07.] 
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WAC 392-145-070 RAIL GRADE CROSSINGS. 
 
The following requirements apply to drivers of school buses during rail grade crossings: 
 
(1) All school buses shall stop at all rail grade crossings except: 
(a) Where traffic is controlled by a police officer or flagger; 
(b) Where a functioning traffic control signal is transmitting a green light; 
(c) Where the tracks are used exclusively for a streetcar or industrial switching purposes; 
(d) Where the utilities and transportation commission has approved the installation of an 
"exempt" sign; or 
(e) Where the crossing is abandoned and is marked with a sign indicating it is out-of- service. 
(2) In order to lessen the potential for collisions, school bus drivers shall use simultaneously 
flashing amber hazard lamps within two hundred feet prior to stopping for a rail grade crossing. 
(3) The school bus driver shall open the door and driver window to listen for approaching trains. 
(4) Drivers shall take reasonable action to ensure that passengers are quiet and shall turn off all 
noise making devices such as fans and radios while listening for approaching trains. 
(5) Drivers shall not proceed until the door is closed, visibility is clear, and the school bus can 
safely proceed across and completely clear the rail grade. 
(6) Drivers shall not change gears of a school bus equipped with a manual transmission while the 
school bus is crossing a rail grade. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.380. WSR 16-10-114, § 392-145-070, filed 5/4/16, effective 9/1/16; 
WSR 14-15-049, § 392-145-070, filed 7/11/14, effective 8/11/14; WSR 07-05-058, § 392-145-070, 
filed 2/20/07, effective 11/1/07.] 
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WAC 392-145-080 EMERGENCY EXIT DRILLS 
AND PROCEDURES. 
 
The following requirements are designed to provide maximum passenger safety in emergency 
situations: 
(1) All school districts shall prepare written policies or rules which establish procedures for school 
bus safety and emergency exit drills. 
(2) One actual emergency evacuation drill shall be held within the first six weeks of school each 
semester. The first actual exit drill shall be followed by at least one verbal review of the emergency 
exit drill prior to the second actual exit drill. For schools on a trimester system, an actual emergency 
evacuation drill shall be held within the first six weeks of school of each trimester and no verbal 
review is required. 
(3) Only those passengers whose participation in an exit drill poses substantial difficulty to 
themselves or to other passengers shall be excused and/or excluded from exit drill participation. 
Passengers who are excluded from such participation shall receive oral instruction in school bus 
safety and exit drills at least three times during the school year. 
(4) Required exit drills shall be held upon school premises. 
(5) The school bus driver shall: 
(a) Assure that emergency exit drills make allowance for individual differences; 
(b) Provide instructions on the location and use of emergency equipment; 
(c) Provide instruction to helpers that they should offer a helping hand palm up and avoid 
grasping a student's hand or arm; and 
(d) Time the exit drill to assure that procedures provide for an orderly and expedient exiting from 
the vehicle. 
(6) At the start of each field trip or extracurricular trip, the school bus driver shall review with all 
passengers, the location and use of the emergency exits and emergency equipment, and any 
district emergency procedures. 
(7) No school bus driver, except in accordance with emergency procedures adopted by the 
district, shall leave the immediate vicinity of his/her school bus while there are passengers aboard. 
In the event of a school bus breakdown, assistance shall be sought in accordance with school 
district policy. 
(8) The emergency evacuation of a school bus shall only be conducted when staying on the 
school bus is more hazardous than exiting the school bus. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.380. WSR 07-05-058, § 392-145-080, filed 2/20/07, effective 
11/1/07.] 
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WAC 392-151-025 ROUTE PLANS 
 
Suggested route plans shall be developed for each elementary school that has students who walk 
to and from school. It shall recommend school routes based on considerations of traffic patterns, 
existing traffic controls, and other crossing protection aids such as school patrols. These route plans 
shall limit the number of school crossings so that students move through the crossings in groups. 
The walking route plan shall be distributed to all students.. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.385. WSR 19-01-058, § 392-151-025, filed 12/14/18, effective 
1/14/19; WSR 96-22-057 (Order 96-17), § 392-151-025, filed 11/1/96, effective 12/2/96; Order 7-75, 
§ 392-151-025, filed 12/22/75. Formerly WAC 392-24-220.] 
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WAC 392-153-025 TRAFFIC SAFETY 
EDUCATION VEHICLES. 
 
Every vehicle used in on-street traffic safety education instruction shall: 
(1) Be equipped with a dual control brake, rear view mirror for the instructor, and seat belts for 
each occupant. 
(2) Have a sign clearly readable from the rear at one hundred feet designating the vehicle is 
driven by a student driver. 
(3) Be used exclusively for traffic safety education purposes while the course is in session if the 
vehicle is on loan from an automobile dealer. 
(4) Pass a safety inspection according to the requirements of WAC 392-143-070. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.150.290. WSR 06-08-043, § 392-153-025, filed 3/30/06, effective 
4/30/06. Statutory Authority: Chapters 28A.220 and 46.82 RCW. WSR 01-16- 003, § 392-153-025, 
filed 7/18/01, effective 8/18/01. 
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 46.20.100 (2), 28A.220.020 (2), (3), (4), and 28A.220.030 (1). WSR 96-24-
044 (Order 96-18), § 392-153-025, filed 11/27/96, effective 12/28/96; Order 13-76, § 392-153-025, 
filed 12/21/76; Order 7-75, § 392-153-025, filed 12/22/75. Formerly WAC 392-50-040.] 
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WAC 392-172A-02095 TRANSPORTATION. 
 
(1) Methods. Transportation options for students eligible for special education services shall include 
the following categories and shall be exercised in the following sequence: 
(a) A scheduled school bus; 
(b) Contracted transportation, including public transportation; and 
(c) Other transportation arrangements, including that provided by parents. Board and room cost in 
lieu of transportation may be provided whenever the above stated transportation options are not 
feasible because of the need(s) of the student or because of the unavailability of adequate means 
of transportation, in accordance with rules of the superintendent of public instruction. 
(2) Welfare of the student. The transportation of the student shall be in accordance with 
chapters 392-143, 392-144, and 392-145 WAC. 
(3) Bus aides and drivers. Training and supervision of bus aides and drivers shall be the 
responsibility of the school district. 
(4) Special equipment. Special equipment may include lifts, wheelchair holders, restraints, and two-
way radios. All such special equipment shall comply with specifications contained in the 
specifications for school buses as now or hereafter established by the OSPI. 
(5) Transportation time on bus. Wherever reasonably possible, no student should be required to 
ride more than sixty minutes one way. 
(6) Transportation for state residential school students to and from the residential school and the 
sites of the educational program shall be the responsibility of the department of social and health 
services and each state residential school pursuant to law. 
(7) Transportation for a state residential school student, including students attending the 
Washington state school for the deaf and the Washington state school for the blind, to and from 
such school and the residency of such student shall be the responsibility of the district of residency 
only if the student's placement was made by such district or other public agency pursuant to an 
interagency agreement—i.e., an appropriate placement in the least restrictive environment. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.155.090. WSR 21-19-065, § 392-172A-02095, filed 9/14/21, effective 
10/15/21; WSR 17-23-054, § 392-172A-02095, filed 11/9/17, effective 12/10/17.  
 
Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.155.090 (7) and 42 U.S.C. 1400 et. seq. WSR 07-14-078, § 392-172A-
02095, filed 6/29/07, effective 7/30/07.] 
 
Legislative Website for WAC 392-172A-02095 
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LAMPS. 
 
(1) If the bus is a privately owned school bus or private carrier bus, then it must not use the 
eight lamp warning system unless such use is in conformance with the rules and regulations set 
forth by the superintendent of public instruction in chapters 392-143 and 392-145 WAC. The 
requirements for private carrier buses may be found under chapter 204-32 WAC. 
(a) If the bus is a school bus owned and operated by any public school district and all privately 
owned school buses operated under contract with a school district in the state and used for the 
transportation of public school children, then the warning lamp system must: Be operated in 
accordance with the regulations set forth in chapter 392-145 WAC. 
(b) Consist of a total of eight lamps conforming to SAE Standard J887 or the 
standard in effect for such lamp at the time it was manufactured. Two amber and two red on both 
the front and rear of the bus. The amber lamps must be mounted inboard of the red lamps. 
(c) Be mounted as high as practicable on the bus body and as near the outside edges of the 
body as curvature permits. 
(d) Have shielding to protect the lamps from the elements and/or be mounted flush with the 
body surface. 
(e) Be mounted on a background that is painted black and extends a minimum of three inches 
outward from the lamps. 
(f) Be mounted and aimed as specified in 49 C.F.R. Part 571.108 (FMVSS 108) and SAE Standard 
J887a. 
(g) Be clearly visible from a distance of at least five hundred feet in normal sunlight. 
(h) Be activated only by means of a manually operated switch. Such activation will cause the 
right and left amber lamps to flash alternately until the stop signal arm is extended, or the bus 
entrance door is opened, at which time the amber lamps must be automatically deactivated and 
the right and left red lamps must be automatically activated. Whenever the warning lamp system 
has been activated, opening of the entrance door must automatically deactivate the amber lamps, 
cause the stop signal arm to extend, and activate the red lamps. Automatic extension of the stop 
signal arm does not apply to systems equipped with a manually operated stop signal arm. 
(i) Have all lamps flashing at a rate from sixty to one hundred twenty times per minute and 
must reach full brilliance during each cycle. 
(j) Have lamp controls which must consist of: 
(i) The master or sequencing switch which must be in plain view and mounted within easy 
reach of the driver, and which must activate the system sequencing and deactivate the system at 
any time during the sequence. 
(ii) An override switch which must automatically activate the red lamps whenever the stop 
signal arm is extended even though the master control switch is turned off, and which must 
automatically deactivate the amber lamps if previously activated regardless of the then present 
normal state of sequencing or entrance door position. Such override switch must be designed and 
installed so 
as to function with air, vacuum, electric, or manually operated stop signal arms. The stop signal arm 
must be capable of being extended at any time, regardless of the position of the entrance door. 
The opening of the entrance door must not cause extension of the stop signal arm, or the 
activation of the red lamps unless the master switch has been activated. 
(iii) A minimum of two pilot lamps, one amber and one red, each of which must flash when the 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=204-32
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=760fbe77297720aafd2ea5004cd9a000&node=pt49.6.571&rgn=div5&se49.6.571_1108


 

like colored warning lamps are in operation. Pilot lamps which show the operation of each 
individual lamp are permissible. All pilot indicators must be located so as to be clearly visible to the 
driver. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.37.005 and 46.37.320. WSR 12-03-084, § 204-21-190, filed 1/13/12, 
effective 2/13/12; WSR 08-19-104, § 204-21-190, filed 9/17/08, effective 10/18/08.] 
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LEGAL NOTICE
 

Alternate material licenses with different levels of user permission are clearly indicated next to the 
specific content in the materials.  

This resource may contain links to websites operated by third parties. These links are provided for 
your convenience only and do not constitute or imply any endorsement or monitoring by OSPI.  

If this work is adapted, note the substantive changes and re-title, removing any Washington Office of 
Superintendent of Public Instruction logos. Provide the following attribution:  

“This resource was adapted from original materials provided by the Office of Superintendent of Public 
Instruction. Original materials may be accessed at Student Transportation Publications.  

Please make sure that permission has been received to use all elements of this publication (images, 
charts, text, etc.) that are not created by OSPI staff, grantees, or contractors. This permission should be 
displayed as an attribution statement in the manner specified by the copyright holder. It should be 
made clear that the element is one of the “except where otherwise noted” exceptions to the OSPI open 
license.  

For additional information, please visit the OSPI Interactive Copyright and Licensing Guide. 

OSPI provides equal access to all programs and services without discrimination based on sex, race, 
creed, religion, color, national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual 
orientation including gender expression or identity, the presence of any sensory, mental, or physical 
disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability. Questions 
and complaints of alleged discrimination should be directed to the Equity and Civil Rights Director at 
360-725-6162 or P.O. Box 47200 Olympia, WA 98504-7200. 

Download this material in PDF at Student Transportation Publications (https://ospi.k12.wa.us/). This 
material is available in alternative format upon request. Contact the Front Desk at 360-725-6000. 

 

 
Except where otherwise noted, this work by the Office of Superintendent of Public 
Instruction is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution License. 

https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2023-08/january2020washingtonstatestudenttransportationrcwsandwacs.pdf
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2689472/CopyrightLicensingGuide
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2023-08/january2020washingtonstatestudenttransportationrcwsandwacs.pdf
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

	RCW-WAC Reference for Washington State Student Transportation
	Current as of January 2025
	RCW-WAC Reference for Student Transportation
	RCW 28A.160 Student Transportation
	Other RCWs in RCW 28A Common School Provisions
	RCW 28A.150 General Provisions
	RCW 28A.150 General Provisions
	RCW 28A.150 General Provisions
	RCW 28A.150 General Provisions
	RCW 28A.150 General Provisions
	RCW 28A.155 Special Education
	RCW 28A.310 Educational Service Districts
	RCW 28A.320 Provisions Applicable To All Districts
	RCW 28A.330 Provisions Applicable To School Districts
	RCW 28A.335 School Districts' Property
	RCW 28A.335 School Districts' Property
	RCW 28A.335 School Districts' Property
	RCW 28A.335 School Districts' Property
	RCW 28A.400 Employees
	RCW 28A.400 Employees
	RCW 28A.400 Employees
	RCW 28A.510 Apportionment To District — District Accounting
	RCW 28A.530 District Bonds For Land, Buildings, And Equipment
	RCW 28A.545 Payment To High School Districts
	RCW 46 Motor Vehicles
	RCW 46.04 Definitions
	RCW 46.08 General Provisions
	RCW 46.16A Registration
	RCW 46.20 Drivers’ Licenses – Identicards
	RCW 46.25 Uniform Commercial Driver’s License Act
	RCW 46.32 Vehicle Inspection
	RCW 46.37 Vehicle Lighting and Other Equipment
	RCW 46.44 Size, WEIGHT, and Load
	RCW 46.61 Rules of The Road
	CFR Related
	RCW 28A.160.010 Operation of student transportation program — Responsibility of local district — Scope — Transporting of elderly — Insurance.
	RCW 28A.160.020 Authorization for private school students to ride buses — Conditions.
	RCW 28A.160.030 Authorizing individual transportation or other arrangements.
	RCW 28A.160.040 Lease of buses to transport children with disabilities and elderly — Limitation.
	RCW 28A.160.050 Lease of buses to transport children with disabilities and elderly — Directors to authorize.
	RCW 28A.160.060 Lease of buses to transport children with disabilities and elderly — Lease at local level — Criteria.
	RCW 28A.160.070 Lease of buses to transport children with disabilities and elderly — Elderly persons defined — Program limitation.
	RCW 28A.160.080 School buses, rental or lease for emergency purposes — Authorization.
	RCW 28A.160.090 School buses, rental or lease for emergency purposes — Board to determine district policy — Conditions if rent or lease.
	RCW 28A.160.100 School buses, transport of general public to interscholastic activities — Limitations.
	RCW 28A.160.110 School buses, authorization for parent, GUARDIAN, or custodian of a student to ride — Limitations.
	RCW 28A.160.115 Bus routes.
	RCW 28A.160.117 Transportation efficiency reviews — Reports.
	RCW 28A.160.120 Agreements with other governmental entities for transportation of public or other noncommon school purposes — Limitations.
	RCW 28A.160.130 Transportation vehicle fund — Deposits in — Use — Rules for establishment and use.
	RCW 28A.160.140 Contract for pupil transportation services with private nongovernmental entity—Competitive bid procedures—Requirement for health care and pension benefits.
	RCW 28A.160.150 Student transportation allocation — Operating costs, determination and funding.
	RCW 28A.160.160 Student transportation allocation — Definitions.
	RCW 28A.160.170 Student transportation allocation — District's reports to superintendent.
	RCW 28A.160.180 Student transportation allocation determination — Report.
	RCW 28A.160.185 Student transportation allocation—Additional allowed uses under an emergency—Accounting.
	RCW 28A.160.190 Student transportation allocation — Notice — Payment schedule.
	RCW 28A.160.191 Student transportation allocation — Adequacy for certain districts — Adjustment.
	RCW 28A.160.192 Student transportation allocation — Distribution formula.
	RCW 28A.160.195 Vehicle acquisition—School bus categories—Competitive specifications—Purchase—Reimbursement—Rules.
	RCW 28A.160.200 Vehicle acquisition — Reimbursement schedule — Maintenance and operation — Depreciation schedule.
	RCW 28A.160.205 School bus replacement incentive program — Rules.
	RCW 28A.160.210 School bus drivers — Training and qualifications — Rules.
	RCW 28A.160.225 Condensed compliance reports — Second-class districts.
	RCW 28A.160.230 Maintenance and repair of school buses by fire protection districts—Authorized.
	RCW 28A.160.250 Supplemental transportation allocation—Health care and pension benefits.
	RCW 28A.160.260 Zero emission school buses—Cost of ownership formula—Qualified reimbursement—Exceptions.
	RCW 28A.150 General Provisions
	RCW 28A.150.200 Program of basic education.
	RCW 28A.150.203 Definitions.
	RCW 28A.150.220 Basic education—Minimum instructional requirements—Program accessibility—Rules.
	RCW 28A.150.280 Reimbursement for acquisition of approved transportation equipment — Method.
	RCW 28A.150.290 State superintendent to make rules and regulations — Unforeseen conditions or actions to be recognized — Paperwork limited.
	RCW 28A.155.020 Administration of program in the office of the superintendent of public instruction — Adoption of definitions by rule — Local school district powers not limited.
	RCW 28A.310.180 ESD board — Compliance with rules and regulations — Depository and distribution center — Cooperative service programs, joint purchasing programs, and direct student service programs including pupil transportation.
	RCW 28A.320.300 Investment of funds, including funds received by ESD — Authority
	— Procedure.
	RCW 28A.330.250 Condensed compliance reports.
	RCW 28A.335.160 Joint educational facilities — Rules.
	RCW 28A.335.180 Surplus texts and other educational aids, notice of availability — Student priority as to texts.
	RCW 28A.335.190 Advertising for bids—Competitive bid procedures—Purchases from inmate work programs—Emergencies—Exceptions—Definitions. (Effective until July 1, 2024.)
	RCW 28A.335.200 Conditional sales contracts for acquisition of property or property rights.
	RCW 28A.400.303 Record checks for employees and certain volunteers and contractors—Cost.
	RCW 28A.400.320 Crimes against children — Mandatory termination of classified employees — Appeal — Recovery of salary or compensation by district.
	RCW 28A.400.350 Medical, dental, vision, liability, life, accident, disability, and salary insurance authorized—Expiration of authority for basic and optional benefits—Health savings accounts—Premiums—Noncompliance.
	RCW 28A.510.250 By state superintendent.
	RCW 28A.530.080 Additional authority to contract indebtedness — Notice.
	RCW 28A.545.100 Amount due reflects cost of education and transportation of students.
	RCW 46.04.140 Commercial vehicle.
	RCW 46.04.382 Passenger Car.
	RCW 46.04.416 Private carrier bus.
	RCW 46.04.521 School bus.
	RCW 46.04.600 Traffic control signal.
	RCW 46.08.065 Publicly owned vehicles to be marked – Exceptions.
	RCW 46.16A.170 Exemptions from vehicle license fees — State and publicly owned vehicles.
	RCW 46.20.045 School bus, for hire drivers — Age.
	RCW 46.25.010 Definitions. (Effective November 18, 2024.)
	RCW 46.25.050 Commercial driver's license required—Exceptions, restrictions, reciprocity.
	RCW 46.25.055 Medical examination and certification—Required—Exception.
	RCW 46.25.057 Medical certificate—Failure to carry—Penalty.
	RCW 46.25.090 Disqualification—Grounds for, period of—Records. (Effective November 18, 2024.)
	RCW 46.32.010 Types of inspection authorized — Duties of state patrol — Penalties.
	RCW 46.32.070 Inspection of damaged vehicle.
	RCW 46.37.190 Warning devices on vehicles—Other drivers yield and stop.
	RCW 46.37.193 Signs on buses.
	RCW 46.37.195 Sale of emergency vehicle lighting equipment restricted — Removal of emergency vehicle equipment, when required — Exception.
	RCW 46.37.215 Hazard warning lamps.
	RCW 46.37.290 Special lighting equipment on school buses and private carrier buses.
	RCW 46.37.420 Tires — Restrictions.
	RCW 46.37.620 School buses — Crossing arms.
	RCW 46.37.630 Private school buses.
	RCW 46.44.030 Maximum lengths.
	RCW 46.61.150 Driving on divided highways.
	RCW 46.61.261 Sidewalks, crosswalks — Pedestrians, bicycles.
	RCW 46.61.275 Reporting of certain speed zone violations — Subsequent law enforcement investigation.
	RCW 46.61.350 Certain vehicles must stop at all railroad grade crossings – Specific vehicles — Exceptions — Definition.
	RCW 46.61.370 Overtaking or meeting school bus, exceptions — Duties of bus driver
	— Penalty — Safety cameras.
	RCW 46.61.371 School bus stop sign violators — Identification by vehicle owner.
	RCW 46.61.372 School bus stop sign violators — Report by bus driver — Law enforcement investigation.
	RCW 46.61.375 Overtaking or meeting private carrier bus — Duties of bus driver.
	RCW 46.61.380 Rules for design, marking, and mode of operating school buses.
	RCW 46.61.385 School patrol — Appointment — Authority — Finance — Insurance.
	RCW 46.61.400 Basic rule and maximum limits.
	RCW 46.61.687 Child restraint system required—Conditions—Exceptions—Penalty for violation—Dismissal—Noncompliance not negligence—Immunity.
	Code of Federal Regulations Title 49--Transportation
	Chapter III--Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, Department Of Transportation
	Part 390--Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations
	Washington State Patrol
	WAC 446-65-010 Transportation requirements.
	WACs for Student Transportation
	WAC 392-141 TRANSPORTATION — STATE ALLOCATION FOR OPERATIONS
	WAC 392-142 Transportation — Replacement and Depreciation Allocation
	WAC 392-143 Transportation — Specifications for School Buses
	WAC 392-144 School Bus Driver Qualifications
	WAC 392-145 Transportation—Operation Rules
	Other WACs related to Student Transportation
	WAC 392-141-300 Authority and purpose.
	WAC 392-141-310 Definitions.
	WAC 392-141-320 Reporting requirements.
	WAC 392-141-330 School bus driver daily logs.
	WAC 392-141-340 Determination of the walk area.
	WAC 392-141-350 Authorization and limitation on district payments for individual and in lieu transportation arrangements.
	WAC 392-141-360 Operation allocation computation.
	WAC 392-141-375 Funding for charter schools.
	WAC 392-141-380 Alternate funding systems for low enrollment districts, nonhigh districts, districts participating in interdistrict transportation cooperatives, and educational service districts operating special transportation services.
	WAC 392-141-390 Allocation schedule for state payments.
	WAC 392-141-400 Efficiency evaluation review.
	WAC 392-141-410 Recovery of transportation funds.
	WAC 392-141-420 District recordkeeping requirements.
	WAC 392-141-430 Charter school recordkeeping requirements.
	WAC 392-142-005 Authority and purpose.
	WAC 392-142-100 Definitions.
	WAC 392-142-205 Assignment and changes to school bus categories.
	WAC 392-142-214 Alternative bid process.
	WAC 392-142-225 Placement of used school buses on the state reimbursement system.
	WAC 392-142-240 Calculation of replacement system payments.
	WAC 392-142-245 Calculation of depreciation system payments.
	WAC 392-142-248 Calculation of charter school system payments.
	WAC 392-142-250 Calculation and allocation schedule.
	WAC 392-142-255 Deposit of payments in the transportation vehicle fund.
	WAC 392-142-260 Allowable uses of the transportation vehicle fund.
	WAC 392-142-265 Improper maintenance and operation.
	WAC 392-142-270 Disposition of school buses.
	WAC 392-143-001 Authority and purpose.
	WAC 392-143-010 Definitions
	WAC 392-143-015 School bus specifications manual.
	WAC 392-143-031 School bus inspection — school bus operation permit.
	WAC 392-143-032 School bus operation permit.
	WAC 392-143-035 Routine inspection of school buses.
	WAC 392-143-040 Other required inspections of school buses.
	WAC 392-143-050 Resold school buses.
	WAC 392-143-055 Responsibility for compliance with school bus specification rules.
	WAC 392-143-060 School bus specifications continued compliance.
	WAC 392-143-070 Other vehicles used to transport students.
	WAC 392-143-080 Signs and markings for school buses — exterior — interior.
	WAC 392-144-005 Purpose and authority.
	WAC 392-144-010 Chapter requirements—Employment.
	WAC 392-144-020 Definitions.
	WAC 392-144-030 Training and qualifications of school bus driver instructors— Administration.
	WAC 392-144-040 Application to contractors.
	WAC 392-144-045 Use of charter bus companies.
	WAC 392-144-101 Initial requirements for school bus drivers.
	WAC 392-144-102 Continuing requirements for authorized school bus drivers.
	WAC 392-144-103 Disqualifying conditions for authorized school bus drivers.
	WAC 392-144-110 Temporary authorizations—Requirements and issuing procedures.
	WAC 392-144-120 School bus driver authorization—Requirements and issuing procedures.
	WAC 392-144-130 Discipline—Grounds for denial, suspension, or revocation of authorization—Emergency suspension—Appeals—Adjudicative proceedings.
	WAC 392-144-135 School bus driver—Medical examiner's certificate requirements.
	WAC 392-144-140 School bus driver—Reporting.
	WAC 392-144-150 School district—Reporting.
	WAC 392-144-160 School district—Verification of driver's continuing compliance.
	WAC 392-145-001 Authority and purpose.
	WAC 392-145-005 Definition of a "school bus."
	WAC 392-145-011 School district requirements.
	WAC 392-145-016 Rules for students riding school buses.
	WAC 392-145-021 General operating requirements
	WAC 392-145-031 General school bus driver requirements.
	WAC 392-145-041 Pretrip and posttrip requirements.
	WAC 392-145-050 Driving requirements.
	WAC 392-145-060 Loading and unloading procedures.
	WAC 392-145-070 Rail grade crossings.
	WAC 392-145-080 Emergency exit drills and procedures.
	WAC 392-151-025 Route Plans
	WAC 392-153-025 Traffic safety education vehicles.
	WAC 392-172A-02095 Transportation.
	WAC 204-21-190 School bus warning lamps.
	Legal Notice

