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PURPOSE/BACKGROUND

Learning standards define what all students need to know and be able to do at each grade
level. As required by state law (RCW 28A.655.070), the Office of Superintendent of Public
Instruction (OSPI) develops and periodically revises the state’s learning standards based on the
goals for school districts in the Basic Education Act (RCW 28A.150.210). This bulletin provides
updated information to previous notifications regarding the learning standards revision
process, including Bulletins 033-25, 003-25, 053-24, 019-24, 008-24, and 065-23. The goal of
the revision project is to establish a regular and predictable review process, simplify standards
for better understanding and alignment, and update content as needed. Since the initial
creation of state learning standards in the 1990s, these updates reflect research and
technology, emerging content, and modernized context.

For more than 30 years, Washington has been a leader in the standards-based movement,
setting clear expectations for all students at every grade level. These updates build on our
state’s strong history of aligning instruction with the Basic Education Act, which acknowledges
at the outset that this is an “evolving program of instruction,” and identifies four enduring
learning goals guiding K-12 education (RCW 28A.150.210):
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e Read, write, and communicate effectively in diverse ways and settings.

e Know and apply core concepts in mathematics, sciences, civics, history, arts, and health
and fitness.

e Think analytically, logically, and creatively, integrating technology and diverse
perspectives.

e Understand the importance of work and finance and how effort and decisions shape
future opportunities.

Key Intentions Guiding This Work

Although education continues to evolve, the core intentions of Washington's public education
system remain unchanged and are foundational to these standards updates:

e Student Ownership: Students thrive when they take active responsibility for their
learning. The updated standards encourage relevance, engagement, and clear pathways
toward meaningful postsecondary and career goals.

e Educator Support: Over 140,000 educators and staff make this work possible. OSPI
remains committed to ensuring teachers have the time, tools, and professional learning
needed to meet every student’s needs.

e Relevance to the Future: Education must prepare students for an ever-changing world.
OSPI continues to expand tools such as the High School and Beyond Plan to connect
learning with students’ future goals and workforce opportunities.

¢ Families as Partners: Learning is strongest when families and educators work together.
OSPI is developing family-friendly English language arts (ELA) and mathematics one-
pagers for the elementary grades that will be rolled out with the final adoption of the
mathematics standards to reinforce learning beyond the classroom.

The timeline for the review and revision cycle for all the Washington State K-12 Learning
Standards is available on OSPI's website.

Priority Learning Standards

Priority Learning Standards will be identified for each set of learning standards. Priority
Standards are the most essential academic skills and concepts students need to succeed from
one grade level to the next. These standards were selected to ensure all students have
equitable access to the knowledge and skills that can be leveraged, both in school and beyond.
Other learning standards serve to support and reinforce the Priority Learning Standards. The
Priority Learning Standards identify the universal set of standards that each and every student
should have the opportunity to learn and be able to do.

Because state standards encompass many learning goals for each subject and grade, OSPI
collaborated with groups of educators from kindergarten through 12th grade over two years to
identify the standards that are most critical to focus on in teaching and assessment. The
process was guided by national best practices. Educators had multiple opportunities to review
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and give feedback before the Priority Learning Standards were finalized.

OSPI understands that districts may have already identified their own priority learning
standards, and the state and district priorities are designed to work together to support strong
student learning.

Priority Learning Standards were identified using the following criteria:
e Endurance: Will this skill or knowledge still be valuable beyond a single test, a single
school year, or post-high school?
e Leverage: Is this skill or knowledge useful across multiple subjects?
e Readiness: Does this skill or knowledge prepare students for success in the next grade
level, the next course, or post-high school?

INITIAL ADOPTION OF K-12 LEARNING STANDARDS
FOR MATHEMATICS

The Washington State K-12 Learning Standards for Mathematics help students develop the
skills necessary for analyzing and assessing data. The revised standards include new Data
Science standards, emphasize flexible problem-solving skills, and encourage deeper
understanding of the interconnectedness of math concepts through a rearrangement of the
standards into four overarching Domains: Data Analysis, Quantity, Relationships, and Spatial
Reasoning. The standards have been updated to support the transitions between elementary
and middle school mathematics, and middle school and high school mathematics. The high
school standards have been arranged to support the typical high school course sequences.

The Washington State K-12 Learning Standards for Mathematics are in the initial adoption
phase of the learning standards revision process, and the updated standards have been
published to OSPI's website. School districts and teachers can begin implementation efforts of
the initial standards at their own pace and are encouraged to provide feedback and suggested
revisions based on district and classroom use. During the initial adoption phase, feedback can
be provided to OSPI via the Initial Adoption Math Feedback Survey. The feedback collected
during this phase will be used to inform additional revisions prior to final adoption. Feedback
will also be used to inform state technical support and local professional learning plans. The
initial adoption survey will be available from December 4, 2025, to February 13, 2026.

Changes to the state assessment system because of the standards revision will take place after
the final adoption of the state standards, with summative statewide assessments expected to
be phased in fully by the 2028-29 school year. OSPI's primary focus will be assisting school
district transition and implementation efforts through technical support, professional learning,
and quality supporting resources.

Final adoption of the Washington State K-12 Learning Standards for Mathematics can be


https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/learning-standards-instructional-materials/washington-state-learning-standards-review
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/learning-standards-instructional-materials/washington-state-learning-standards-review
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expected before the start of the 2026-27 school year. Once OSPI adopts the final standards,
school districts will have the full 2026-27 school year to begin using and implementing the
learning standards before the standards are required to be taught in the 2027-28 school year.

Learning Standards Documents and Resources

As part of the initial adoption of the learning standards for mathematics, the following files are
available on the Washington State Learning Standards Review webpage:

e An Excel workbook of the K-12 Learning Standards for Mathematics with multiple tabs.
The workbook includes a tab with all K-8 standards in grade level order, sortable by
standard and grade level; a tab with all high school standards in course order, sortable
by standard and course; a tab with a crosswalk to the previous Common Core State
Standards (CCSS), sortable by CCSS standard and grade level; and a glossary. The
workbook also includes spaces for future connection with other content standards that
will be published as they become available.

e A document with the K-12 Learning Standards for Mathematics in grade level order,
available as a Word document and as a PDF. The mathematics document includes two
iterations of the high school standards to follow different course sequences.

e A brief handout describing the overarching changes in the standards, What's New in the
K=12 Learning Standards for Mathematics.

e A document detailing the changes in the standards that can be used to support
professional learning with educators, Key Shift in the K-12 Learning Standards for
Mathematics.

PUBLIC COMMENT FOR THE K-12 LEARNING
STANDARDS FOR FINANCIAL EDUCATION

The latest draft of the Washington State K-12 Learning Standards for Financial Education will
be available for public comment from December 4, 2025, to February 13, 2026. Public comment
will be available through an online survey. Please share the survey link with educators and
communities. The survey link is available on the Washington State Learning Standards Review

webpage.

Documents for public comment and regarding the learning standards for financial education
are available on the Washington State Learning Standards Review webpage:
e An Excel workbook with the draft K-12 Learning Standards for Financial Education with
a crosswalk to the previous standards.
e A document with the draft K-12 Learning Standards for Financial Education in grade
level order, available as a Word document and as a PDF.
e A brief handout with the overarching changes in the standards, A Summary of Changes
in the K-12 Learning Standards for Financial Education.
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EDUCATOR SURVEY ON K-12 LEARNING STANDARDS
FOR SOCIAL STUDIES

In 2026, OSPI is beginning the review and revision process for the Washington State K-12
Learning Standards for Social Studies. Educator input is needed on the current standards to
help support the review and revision process. Information will be collected online through a
survey and used to determine needs and next steps. There is an Elementary version and a
Secondary version of the survey. Please share the survey links with educators that use the social
studies standards. The surveys will be available on the Washington State Learning Standards
Review webpage from December 4, 2025, to February 13, 2026.

INFORMATION AND ASSISTANCE

For questions regarding this bulletin, please contact Angela Allen, Associate Director of
Learning Standards, at 564-233-9627 or Kara Todd, Special Projects and Assessment
Coordinator, at 360-725-4979 or email standards.review@k12.wa.us. The OSPI
Telecommunication Relay Services number is 711 or 1-800-833-6384. See more on the
Learning Standards Review webpage.

This bulletin is also available on the Bulletins page of the OSPI website.

Susan Lathrop
Chief Education Officer

Andra Kelley-Batstone
Assistant Superintendent
Teaching, Learning, & School Improvement
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OSPI provides equal access to all programs and services without discrimination based on sex, race, creed, religion, color,
national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression, gender
identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability. Questions and
complaints of alleged discrimination should be directed to the Equity and Civil Rights Director at 360-725-
6162/Telecommunication Relay Services: 711 or 1-800-833-6384; or P.O. Box 47200, Olympia, WA 98504-7200;

or equity@k12.wa.us.
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