

Addendum for Title IA Combined LEA: School Level Parent and Family Engagement Policy

The Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) must describe how they will implement the requirements of the Title I, Part A, Section 1116 of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). School districts, LEAs and individual schools can use the addendum to provide parent and family engagement policy descriptions. The addendum combines the requirements for both the district and school-level parent and family engagement policy. 	Comment by Kelsey Davis: I don’t think parent and family engagement policy needs to be capitalized since it isn’t capitalized in this section of the ESSA.

Actually I think we could do it either way but we should be consistent. 	Comment by Penelope Mena: Okay to not capitalize
Things to consider: 
· An LEA does not need to complete the addendum if it has a local policy that incorporates the components and descriptions stated in Section 1116 of the ESSA. 
· LEAs in meaningful consultation with parents are encouraged to include other relevant and agreed-upon activities and actions that support effective parent and family engagement and strengthen student academic achievement. 
· Typically, the process to gather input from parents is done annually during the spring. At the end of this document, you w
· ill find links to resources. Also, some LEAs delegate the implementation of components directly to the participating schools, if your LEA does that process make sure to describe it in the applicable box.  
· Select the date when the Addendum was reviewed with parents: ​Click or tap to enter a date.​ 
Examples of District Level Policy Descriptions
	Element
	Does the Local Education Agency (LEA) parent and family engagement policy include:
	Section of Title I, Part A Law
	Describe how the LEA will implement the requirement:

	Jointly Developed and Parent Input
	A description of the purpose of the parent and family engagement policy along with information about the Title I, Part A program. 
	1116(a)(2)
	Example: In support of strengthening student academic achievement, the LEA maintains a parent and family engagement policy that establishes district expectations for meaningful family engagement across all Title I, Part A schools. The policy reflects the LEA’s ongoing commitment to engaging families as partners and building the capacity of schools to implement effective family engagement strategies aligned with district and student academic goals.

Example: Each fall, the Title I, Part A staff, in collaboration with school leaders, review the LEA parent and family engagement policy with parents and family members during the district Title I, Part A meeting and through school-based advisory groups. Families are invited to participate through meeting with agendas and sign-in sheets, surveys, and translated communications distributed via email and the district website.	Comment by Kelsey Davis: Should this be:
“meetings with agendas and sign-
in sheets?”	Comment by Penelope Mena: Yes, please change it to what you suggest.

Example: Parent feedback is reviewed by Title I, Part A staff and incorporated into updates to the policy. The revised policy is finalized annually and shared with families through the district website and school communications.

	
	1. A description of how parents and family members will be involved in the development of the LEA parent and family engagement policy. This may include establishing a parent advisory board.
2. A description of how parents and family members will be involved in the development of the LEA parent and family engagement policy. This may include establishing a parent advisory board.
3. A description of how parents and family members will be involved in developing school improvement plans (SIP).
	1. 1116(a)(2)(F)







2. 1116(a)(2)(A)







3. 1116(a)(2)(A)
	Example: During the annual planning cycle, the LEA engages parents and family members in reviewing and providing input on the Title I, Part A section of the Consolidated Grant Application (CGA). Input is gathered through district Title I, Part A meetings, parent advisory groups, and surveys, and is reviewed by Title I, Part A staff prior to submission of the CGA.

Example: At the school level, families participate in the development and review of School Improvement Plans (SIPs) through fall and spring meetings held at school sites. Draft plans are shared with families, and parent input is used to refine goals, strategies, and family engagement activities.


	Technical Assistance
	A description of how the LEA will provide the coordination, technical assistance, and other support to assist schools in planning and implementing effective parent and family engagement activities, which may include meaningful consultation with employers, business leaders, philanthropic organizations, or individuals. 
	1116(a)(2)(B)
	Example: Throughout the school year, the LEA provides coordination, technical assistance, and support to Title I, Part A schools to strengthen parent and family engagement practices. Title I, Part A staff conduct regular check-ins with principals and school teams, provide guidance on required components, and offer feedback on implementation.
The LEA facilitates monthly meetings and trainings with school leaders focused on family engagement expectations, sharing effective practices, and supporting the implementation of school-level parent and family engagement policies and activities.


	Integration
	A description of ways the LEA will coordinate and integrate parent and family engagement strategies with other relevant federal, state, and local laws and programs.
	1116(a)(2)(C)
	Example: The LEA coordinates and integrates parent and family engagement strategies across programs by working collaboratively with departments supporting multilingual education, special education, early learning, and student support services. This coordination occurs through cross-department meetings and shared planning efforts.

Example: To ensure equitable access, the LEA provides information in languages families can understand, offers interpretation services at meetings, and aligns professional learning for principals and staff to support effective school–family communication across federal, state, and local programs.


	Annual Evaluation
	A description of how the LEA will conduct, with meaningful involvement of parents and family members, an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of the parent and family engagement policy in improving the academic quality of all schools served under Title I, Part A and use the findings to design evidence-based strategies.

	1116(a)(2)(D)
1116(a)(2)(E)
	Example: Each spring, the LEA conducts an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of the parent and family engagement policy with meaningful involvement of parents and family members. The evaluation includes district-wide parent surveys and feedback gathered during school-based meetings and school improvement discussions.	Comment by Kelsey Davis: Should School Improvement be capitalized?	Comment by Penelope Mena: No, this is not about the program is just about gathering feedback on school improvement efforts

Example: Title I, Part A staff analyze survey results and feedback to identify strengths, barriers to participation, and areas for improvement. The findings are used to revise the LEA parent and family engagement policy and to inform evidence-based strategies for improving family engagement in the following school year.



 
Examples of School Level Policy Descriptions
	Element
	Does the LEA Parent and Family Engagement Policy include:
	Section of Title I, Part A Law
	

	Jointly 
Developed
and Parent 
Input
	How parents and family members will participate in developing, reviewing, and revising the school parent and family engagement policy. The school will notify parents about the policy and Title I, Part A programs in a timely manner using accessible formats and languages.
	1116(f) 
1116(c)(4)(A)
1116(c)(2)
1116(e)(5)
	Example: Each fall, the school administration and teaching staff review the School–Level Parent and Family Engagement policy with parents and family members during the annual Title I, Part A meeting held at the school. Families are invited to provide input through meeting discussions, sign-in sheets, and follow-up surveys, shared via email and the school website.
Parent feedback is reviewed by the school leadership team and used to update the policy annually. The revised policy is shared with families in languages they understand and posted on the school website.

	Annual Meeting and Evaluation
	Details of the process for convening an annual meeting to inform parents of Title I, Part A requirements, the school's participation, parents' rights and gathers input of the content and effectiveness of the school’s PFE policy and activities.
	1116(c)(1)
	Example: At the beginning of each school year (September–October), the school hosts an annual Title I, Part A meeting for parents and family members. During this meeting, school staff explain Title I, Part A services, parents’ rights, and opportunities for family engagement. Parents are invited to ask questions and provide feedback related to family engagement activities and school programs.

	School-Parent Compact
	A description of  the process the schools will follow to jointly develop with parents a school-parent compact that outlines how parents, the entire school staff, and students will share the responsibility for improved academic achievement.
	1116(d)
	Example: Each year, the School–Parent Compact is jointly developed and reviewed by school staff and families during fall conferences and the annual Title I, Part A meeting. The compact outlines shared responsibilities of students, families, and school staff in supporting academic achievement.

Example: The compact is distributed annually to all families, reviewed during conferences, and updated based on parent input collected during meetings and surveys.


	Capacity Building


	Understanding Academic Standards: A description of how the school will assist parents in understanding academic standards, assessments, Title I requirements, and monitoring their child's progress.

	1116(e)
1116(e)(1) 1116(c)(4)(B)
1116(e)(2)
1116(e)(3)
1116(e)(4)
	Example: Throughout the school year, the school supports parents and family members in understanding academic standards, assessments, Title I, Part A requirements, and how to monitor their child’s progress. Teachers and school staff provide this support through family curriculum nights, parent workshops, and parent–teacher conferences, where grade-level expectations, assessment results, and learning goals are explained.

Example: Families are also given access to online learning platforms and student information systems to monitor academic progress, attendance, and assessment data. Parent guides and instructional materials are shared during meetings and posted on the school website.

Example: To ensure accessibility, materials and communication are provided in families’ home languages whenever possible, and interpretation services are available during meetings and events.

	
	Materials and Training: A description of how the district will provide materials, training, and support for parents to enhance their children's achievement, including literacy and technology use.
	
	Example: Throughout the school year, the school provides parents with materials, training, and support to help them support their children’s learning. This includes family literacy and math nights, curriculum guides shared during conferences, and technology support sessions offered at the school site.

Example: Materials and resources are shared in families’ home languages and are made available during events, sent home with students, and posted on the school website.

	
	Educating School Staff: A description of how the school will educate teachers, staff, and school leaders, with PFE assistance, on the value of PFE contributions and effective communication and collaboration.
	
	Example: School staff participate annually in professional learning focused on effective family engagement practices, culturally responsive communication, and building a welcoming school environment.

Example: This professional learning is coordinated by school administrators, often in collaboration with district Title I, Part A staff, and also supports teachers and staff in engaging families as partners in student learning.

	
	Coordination with Other Programs: A description of how the school will coordinate and integrate PFE programs with other Federal, State, and local programs, encouraging parents' fuller participation in their children's education.
	
	Example: The school coordinates family engagement efforts with other federal, state, and local programs throughout the school year. This includes collaboration with multilingual education, special education, early learning, and student support services to ensure families receive consistent information and support.


Example: Joint family events, such as transition meetings and academic support nights, are planned collaboratively and held at the school to encourage broader family participation.
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