
Washington School Improvement 
Framework: Dual Credit Participation 

How Is It Calculated? 
The Dual Credit measure is based on the percentage of enrolled high school students who 
completed a dual credit course. Dual credit courses include Advanced Placement, Cambridge 
International, College in the High School, CTE Dual Credit, International Baccalaureate or 
Running Start. 

The three most recent years of dual credit data are combined to calculate this measure. 

Which Grade Levels Are Included? 
The Dual Credit measure includes students in grade nine through twelve. 
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Why Is Dual Credit Included? Why Does It Matter? 
According to national research, two out of three jobs require some post-high school training or 
education. Dual credit courses are rigorous classes taught in a college or high school that 
provide academically ready and interested students with the potential to earn high school and 
college credit and possibly get a head start on needed post-secondary training.   

In addition, national research shows that taking dual credit is connected to higher high school 
graduation rates and grades, increased college enrollment and degree completion, and 
improved student self-confidence related to succeeding in college.   

What Else Is There to Know? 
The measure does not take into consideration a student’s final grade in the course or actual 
attainment of college credits. The measure is based on enrollments and completions.   

Running Start courses are attributed to the last school in the district where the student was 
enrolled. 
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How Is the Score Combined? 
The Dual Credit rate is scored from 1 to 10, representing that school’s performance in 
comparison to the rest of the state. The measure will be reported and calculated for each 
student group within a school that has at least 20 students over the three years of data 
combined.   

Each student group’s scores are averaged with Regular Attendance and 9th Grade on Track 
measures, as applicable by grade span, to create the School Quality or Student Success 
indicator.   

Additional Resources 
See OSPI’s Dual Credit web page for further information on dual credit program options in 
Washington.   

For more information about the Framework, visit the Every Student Succeeds Act webpage. 

For data-related inquires, email us at AccountabilityData@k12.wa.us   

  

https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/support-programs/dual-credit-programs
https://tinyurl.com/WAESSA
mailto:AccountabilityData@k12.wa.us
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