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CONTACT: Arianne McConchie, Child and Adult Care Program (CACFP) Supervisor
360-688-0270 arianne.mcconchie@k12.wa.us

PURPOSE/BACKGROUND

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has extended the automatic eligibility of
participants in Washington State’s Early Childhood Education and Assistance Program (ECEAP)
for a one-year period. The waiver covers children participating in child care centers or Local
Education Agencies (LEA) that claim meals under the Child and Adult Care Food Program
(CACFP), National School Lunch Program (NSLP), and the School Breakfast Program (SBP).

This approved waiver is effective July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2027.

AUTOMATIC ELIGIBILITY FOR ECEAP PARTICIPANTS

Children enrolled in ECEAP are automatically eligible for free meal benefits without further
application or eligibility determination. Automatic eligibility does not extend to siblings.
Conditions for automatic eligibility are:

1. The child must be enrolled as a participant in ECEAP under the Washington State Early
Childhood Education and Assistance Act.
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2. The child care center or LEA must have a list on file from the ECEAP contractor of
children enrolled as participants in ECEAP.

a. The contractor list serves as documentation of eligibility for free meal benefits
and should be obtained prior to the start of the program. This must include
ECEAP enrollment start dates and withdraw dates when applicable.

b. Without the contractor list, students enrolled in an ECEAP begin the school year
in the paid eligibility status. Even if enrollment changes are anticipated, obtain
an initial contractor list and make additions or changes as they occur.

c. Children enrolled in an ECEAP are determined to be automatically eligible for
free meal benefits and should be excluded from the verification process for the
NSLP/SBP as they are considered directly certified.

INFORMATION AND ASSISTANCE

For questions regarding this bulletin, please contact your program specialist. The OSPI
Telecommunication Relay Services number is 711 or 1-800-833-6384.

This bulletin is also available on the Bulletins page of the OSPI website.

Jenny Plaja
Chief Impact Officer

Leanne Eko, RD, SNS
Chief Nutrition Officer

Child Nutrition Services
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https://www.dshs.wa.gov/altsa/odhh/telecommunication-relay-services#:%7E:text=Washington%20Telecommunication%20Relay%20Services%20%28WATRS%29%20is%20also%20known,deaf%2C%20deaf-blind%2C%20hard%20of%20hearing%20and%20speech%20disabled
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/about-ospi/bulletins
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Assurance of Civil Rights Compliance

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights
regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or
retaliation for prior civil rights activity.

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with disabilities who
require alternative means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large print,
audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or local agency that administers
the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the
Federal Relay Service at 800-877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete Form AD-3027, USDA
Program Discrimination Complaint Form, from any USDA office, by calling 866-632-9992 or by writing a
letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and
a written description of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant
Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The
completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by:

1. Mail:
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or
2. Fax:833-256-1665 or 202-690-7442; or
3. Email: program.intake@usda.gov

OSPI provides equal access to all programs and services without discrimination based on sex, race, creed,
religion, color, national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation,
gender expression, gender identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a
person with a disability. Questions and complaints of alleged discrimination should be directed to the
Equity and Civil Rights Director at 360-725-6162/TTY: 360-664-3631; or P.O. Box 47200, Olympia, WA
98504-7200; or equity@ki2.wa.us.
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