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School Improvement Grant (FP 910) Pre-Application Overview and SAS
Overview and Eligibility
Local Education Agencies (LEAs), i.e., School Districts, are eligible to apply for School Improvement grants to support schools identified via the Washington School Improvement Framework (WSIF) for Tier 3 and/or Tier 3 Plus supports and accountability. Please visit the OSPI website to learn more about WSIF and how these designations are determined. 
This grant is intended to support evidence-based district and school improvement planning, implementation, analysis, and adjustment initiatives according to federal/state laws/rules, guidance, and official communications. 
Grant application requirements include (but are not limited to): 
· Funds must be allocated to Tier 3 and/or Tier 3 Plus schools in the eligible LEA according to the amounts in the 2026–27 School Improvement Grants Initial Allocation List available on the Continuous School Improvement Resources webpage, under the “Grants and Fiscal Guidance” section.
· Available funds will be allocated first to schools identified as Tier 3 Plus; there is no guarantee of sufficient funds to support Tier 3 schools. 
· Funds are associated to OSPI “school code” and must not serve a school outside its entity designated for eligibility. 
· Each Tier 3 and Tier 3 Plus school must upload their required current year School Improvement Plan (SIP) to the Basecamp Platform according to the 2026–27 WSIF Cycle 3, Year-at-a-Glance document. 
· All Tier 3 and Tier 3 Plus SIPs must meet basic compliance requirements and serve the state/federal aims of educational improvement. OSPI will conduct a SIP Beginning of Year Review (BOYR) to ensure all requirements are met for all Tier 3 and Tier 3 Plus schools in the district, regardless of whether funding is available, before grant approvals can be issued. 
· The current year SIP for each school receiving funds through this grant must be uploaded in this application under Application Files on the Forms and Files tab. 
· In alignment with Washington Civil Rights Law, ensure all evidence-based activities are secular, neutral, and offered to all students based on need. 
· All SIPs must be based on an annual Comprehensive Needs Assessment (CNA) and be aligned/consistent to information provided in EGMS. 
· All SI funded initiatives must meet the first three tiers of evidence as outlined by Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). You must provide the “evidence tier” corresponding to each selected activity. 
· All activities must follow federal cost principles; i.e., reasonable, necessary, allocable/allowable, supplemental, etc., and not appear in the list of Allowable and Prohibited Expenditures available under the Supporting Documents Checklist section of the Forms and Files tab.
· Tribal Consultation: Some districts are required to undergo Tribal Consultation before receiving final approval on any federal funds from OSPI. These requirements are overseen by Office of Native Education (ONE), and ONE notifies School Improvement upon approval. School Improvement does not have a role in approval of these requirements. 
· All LEAs must complete the end-of-year report by November 1, 2027, indicating the types of strategies (aka budget activity categories) implemented in each school funded through this grant per ESSA SEC. 1111(h)(1). A hold on claims for this grant will be placed on districts who have not submitted the report by the due date and lifted pending receipt of this report. 
· Additional requirements, guidance, and supports can be found on the Continuous School Improvement Resources webpage. 
· These funds must support improved student learning and the goals of basic education under RCW 28A.150.210 as well as ESSA Sec. 1111 (d) (1). Funds are not for entertainment or social activities purposes and are solely intended toward educational improvement in the areas identified under WSIF. Work must address the associated annual Comprehensive Needs Assessment (CNA) for the school entity and should be reflected in the LEA’s planning documents. 
All grants are federally funded and may not cover basic operating costs or sustain operations over multiple years. Applicants and materials must meet School Improvement programmatic requirements to receive final approval. 
All requirements are indicated in the guidance documents on the Continuous School Improvement Resources webpage. The most important of these files can be found in the Supporting Documents Checklist section under the Forms and Files tab of the Application where the applicant may readily access them. 
· School Improvement (SI) Grant Application Checklist 2026–27
· School Improvement (SI) Grant Guidance 2026–27
· School Improvement (SI) Grant Allowable and Prohibited Expenditures 2026–27 School Improvement
· Time and Effort Reporting
Statutes and Regulations
Below are authorizing and administrative statutes/regulations for these funds:
Federal
· Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)
· Sec. 1003 School Improvement. 
· Sec. 1003A Direct Student Services 
· Sec. 1111 State Plans
· Education Department General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR) and Other Applicable Grant Regulations
· Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards
State
· Washington’s ESSA Consolidated Plan 
· RCW 28A.655 Academic Achievement and Accountability
· RCW 28A.150.210 Basic education—Goals of school districts
· RCW 28A.655.100 Performance goals—Reporting requirements
· WAC 180-16-220 Supplemental basic education program approval requirements
Due Dates
Initial Grant Application Deadline: October 31, 2026, at 11:59 PM
· No exceptions will be made to late applicants. Consideration will only be given in cases of a severe, unanticipated natural event(s) for which no human is responsible and given the availability of funds.
· All eligible entities must receive pre-approval/SAS and submit a fully completed initial application before or by this date. 
· OSPI School Improvement will review applications as they are received in the order received. 
· If revisions are needed or the application is approved, applicants will be notified via EGMS. 
Final Grant Application Revision Deadline: January 31, 2027, at 11:59 PM
· No exceptions will be made to late application revision submissions. Consideration will only be given in cases of a severe, unanticipated natural event(s) for which no human is responsible and given the availability of funds.
· This is the deadline for any necessary revisions to initially submitted grant applications. No revisions to initial grant applications will be accepted after this date/time.
· Budget amendments and redirections to initially approved applications can be made throughout the duration of the grant term.
School Level Expenditure End-of-Year Reporting: November 1, 2027, at 11:59 PM 
· Complete and submit the end-of-year report which indicates the strategies (aka allowable budget activity categories) for each school receiving funds under this grant. Failure to submit this report by the due date will result in a fiscal hold.
Substantially Approvable Status (SAS)
Applicants should apply for SAS as part of the pre-application at their earliest opportunity and a minimum of one week prior to the October 31 initial grant application deadline. Pre-applications need to be accepted by OSPI and then converted into an application by the LEA.




What is SAS?
If all preliminary materials meet basic technical compliance, then the State Education Agency (SEA) may approve the pre-application for Substantially Approvable Status (SAS). According to 34 CFR 76.708 (a) (2), LEAs may begin to obligate funds the date that the applicant has received SAS approval; or July 1 (whichever date is later in the calendar). If desiring SAS approval, please apply as soon as possible upon the launch of this grant.

LEAs must be mindful that reimbursement for obligations are subject to final approval of the application (CFR 76.708(b)). It is advised to be prudent in selecting activities that are likely to be approved if spending while in SAS status.
Request for Substantially Approvable Status (SAS) Option
Contacts
Superintendent: Click or tap here to enter text.
Email Address: Click or tap here to enter text.
Grants Manager: Click or tap here to enter text.
Email Address: Click or tap here to enter text.
School Improvement Grant (FP 910) Pre-Application Assurances
LEA as Fiscal Agent
The Local Education Agency (LEA), i.e., School District, will serve as the fiscal agent for schools designated to receive funds through this grant as served via the Education Grants Management System (EGMS). 
1. The LEA must submit the end-of-year report through EGMS by November 1, 2027. For each school receiving funding, the LEA must identify the allowable budget activity categories where each school’s funds were spent. Failure to submit this report by the due date will result in a fiscal hold. 
2. The funding must apply within the parameters of these federal and state programs to support schools identified for tiered accountability and supports according to the Washington School Improvement Framework (WSIF). 
3. The LEA may apply the restricted indirect rate toward this grant but may not hold back any other portion of this grant. There is no carryover for these funds, and all funds must be spent by the end of the federal fiscal year for this grant; i.e., September 30, 2027. 
4. Comply with all federal and state statutes, regulations, and guidance, including programming requirements as directed by OSPI School Improvement for the entities associated with this grant; i.e., the LEA and its constituent Tier 3 and/or Tier 3 Plus schools to receive support under this grant. 
5. Precisely monitor all schools receiving funds under this application and the provision of various services under this grant (ESSA 1003 (d) (6)).
Fiscal and Financial
1. Assure that all appropriate federal/state statutes/regulations and guidance are followed regarding cost principles, bidding, procurement, purchasing, and any other means by which services/activities are funded or facilitated through this grant.
2. The LEA must use a rigorous process to recruit, screen, select, and evaluate any external partners paid with 1003 funds and described in the application.
3. Meet all requirements to report Time and Effort (if applicable), as well as any other federal procurement law/policies and procedures.
4. Ensure all expenditures are supplemental, not supplanting LEA required costs or building basic operating costs.
5. Use fiscal control and fund accounting procedures that ensure the proper disbursement, tracking, and reporting of use of funds. In the event of an audit exception, the LEA shall bear full responsibility for false claims.
6. Provide documentation as required that meets compliance requirements in state/federal law for this grant application, i.e., SIP uploads to Basecamp for all Tier 3 and Tier 3 Plus schools in the district.
7. Ensure all requested documentation will be submitted by the LEA in a format directed by the State Education Agency (SEA); i.e., OSPI/School Improvement. 
8. Ensure all requested documentation supports educational improvement and supports the goal of basic education as outlined in RCW and WACs. Please see the “Overview and SAS” tab for relevant statutes. 
9. Under ESEA section 8101(21)(B), any evidence-based intervention, activity or strategy that the LEA pays for with ESEA section 1003 funds must meet one of the first three tiers of evidence under ESEA 8101(21)(A) (strong, moderate, or promising evidence). An LEA may not use funds based on the fourth level of evidence under 8101(21)(A)(ii). Additional information on standards of evidence for 1003 funded activities can be found in Department of Education (ED) non-regulatory guidance. Additionally, please refer to the School Improvement Evidence-based Interventions Guidance for our program’s guidance.
10. Monitor and evaluate all activities as outlined in the SIP and other associated documents funded through this grant (in full or in part). 
11. Align other federal, state, and local resources to carry out the activities supported with 1003 funds. 
12. Provide regular and timely claims; i.e., payment requests, toward the grant upon reaching final approval to ensure the full expenditure of funds awarded.
13. Engage in timely use of funds by claiming some portions prior to March 1, 2027. OSPI/School Improvement reserves the right to reclaim/reallocate funds if none are claimed by this date or the application does not meet final approval status.
14. Agree that schools will receive all the state and local funds it would receive in the absence of section 1003 funds.
Improvement Activities
1. Ensure participation of LEA and relevant school leaders in all OSPI School Improvement required meetings, trainings, professional development, and program activities associated with this grant. OSPI School Improvement will communicate information on required document uploads, meeting attendance, and program updates. Additionally, materials are available on the Continuous School Improvement Resources webpage.
2. Agree to timely communication of requirements to impacted district and school entities on any improvement compliance items and associated guidance from OSPI and/or the Department of Education (ED).
3. Designate LEA and school level staff to provide leadership and time/efforts toward the development, implementation, monitoring, and revision/updating of the School Improvement Plan (SIP).
4. Designate LEA and school level staff as key communication contacts for the purposes of professional learning supports, onsite monitoring and technical assistance visits, and for overseeing the collection of any non-exempted data regarding these funds.
5. Ensure the Local Education Agency (LEA) – Consolidated Accountability Plan (L-CAP) is complete, meets basic compliance requirements, and is uploaded into the district’s School Improvement Basecamp folder. 
6. Ensure the L-CAP aligns as much as possible to the information in the application and any supportive materials; i.e., SIP uploads, requested budget for grant award, etc.
7. Ensure all required SIP uploads for Tier 3 and Tier 3 Plus schools to Basecamp are annual and for the current school year (2026–27).
8. Ensure that each SIP corresponds to only one school (based on OSPI school code) and that all activities support only the students associated with that particular school code.
9. Ensure that funds are allocated only to the schools eligible to receive them and in the total/subtotal award amounts as designated by OSPI in the School Improvement (SI) Grant Allocations 2026–27.
10. Ensure all SIPs meet state/federal requirements as articulated by the School Improvement program office and by referencing the Step-by-Step SIP Planning and Implementation Guide. Requirements include and are not limited to:
· Each school (based on OSPI school code) must have its own, unique SIP.
· Each SIP must be based on its own WSIF data and an annual Comprehensive Needs Assessment (CNA). The CNA examines the various contributing factors that led to a more intensive WSIF identification for a school.
· Each SIP Must align with all WSIF indicators in the accountability system, including performance by student groups.
· Each SIP must use evidence-based interventions to address root causes and resource inequities identified in the annual CNA. School Improvement can only fund evidence-based activities (and other expenditures that support them) toward activities for the first three tiers of evidence outlined by ESSA.
· Each SIP must utilize improvement principles across the drafting and implementation processes; i.e., Plan-Do-Study-Act (PDSA cycles), etc.
· Each SIP must be progress monitored and indicate structures toward that end. Progress monitoring uploads are required throughout the year and are communicated by the School Improvement program office. 
· Each SIP must identify at least one family/community/Tribal member’s engagement and input into the plan.
· Each SIP must provide the date (month/day/year) of local school board approval. 
11. Ensure all evidence-based activities are secular, neutral, and non-ideological, offered to all students based on need. Funds will not be applied toward services/providers/interventions that discriminate against students based on legally protected immutable characteristics; e.g., race/ethnicity, etc., unless based on need; i.e., Students with Disabilities or Multilingual Learners.
12. Coordinate services provided through these funds with those provided by the regional ESDs, the LEA, and school building communities.
13. Identify if School Improvement funds are used in tandem with another funding source toward an expenditure; i.e., staffing/benefits, supplies/materials, contracts/purchased services, and the percentage split across the funding sources, as well as the means the LEA will use to ensure that federal/state laws/rules are followed regarding the School Improvement portion of the expenditure.
14. Ensure timely progress monitoring uploads (via School Improvement Basecamp) according to School Improvement timelines published on the Continuous Improvement Resources webpage. 
Program Evaluation
1. Provide all information as directed by OSPI/School Improvement and/or other state or federal officials for audit, program evaluation, compliance monitoring, and other purposes in a timely manner and in accordance with Washington’s Public Records Act, as well as any other relevant privacy protections. Failure to comply with grant requirements and assurance will first result in feedback from OSPI, a period of correction, and other possible penalties. Failure to correct non-compliance could result in defaulting eligibility for subsequent School Improvement grant opportunities. 
2. Provide OSPI/School Improvement, as requested, with an expanded and more detailed budget, precisely indicating each and every resource used to support activities under this grant, as well as strategies for sustainability in the absence of these funds. 
3. Provide assessment data as requested to OSPI/School Improvement or contract-proxies, so as to provide a more complete picture of implementation efforts and process toward addressing improvement plan goals.
Ethics
1. The organization is not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this program by any federal department or agency.
2. No funds have been or will be paid by, or on behalf of, the applicants to any persons for influence or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any federal or state department or agency.
3. Both the LEA and school representatives agree to fulfill all requirements as outlined in this application and relevant statute/ regulations.
Acknowledgement of Program Assurances
By entering my name, I hereby declare that organization officials have read, understand, and agree to these assurances. All information provided herein is accurate.
Authorized Representative Name: Click or tap here to enter text.
Authorized Representative Title: Click or tap here to enter text.
Date: Click or tap to enter a date.
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