
  
   

 

September 9, 2026 ( X )  Action Required 
 Due date: September 18, 2026 

( X ) Informational 

BULLETIN NO. 031-26 OFFICE OF NATIVE EDUCATION/PATHWAY PREPARATION AND 
TITLE PROGRAMS 

TO:  Educational Service District Superintendents 
School District Superintendents 

  School District Business Managers 

FROM:   Chris Reykdal, Superintendent of Public Instruction 

RE: Affirmation of Consultation with Tribal Representatives 

CONTACT: Maxine Alex, Tribal Consultation Program Supervisor 
564-200-2619, maxine.alex@k12.wa.us 

Jason Miller, Executive Director, Federal and State Supplemental Programs 
360-764-6079, jason.miller@k12.wa.us 

PURPOSE/BACKGROUND 
Some school districts receive federal funding through the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act (ESEA), as reauthorized by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). Under Section 8538 of 
ESSA, districts that meet certain requirements must consult with Tribes about issues that affect 
American Indian and Alaska Native students. 

Affected districts must: 

• Engage in timely, meaningful, and ongoing consultation with appropriate officials from 
Indian Tribes or Tribal organizations. 

• Consult with Tribal officials before submitting required plans or applications. 

• Hold consultation early enough to give Tribal officials a meaningful opportunity to 
provide input and recommendations that can help shape district plans and applications. 
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REQUIREMENTS AND TRAINING 
ESSA Tribal Consultation Criteria 
A school district must participate in ESSA Tribal Consultation if it meets one or both of the 
following requirements for Fiscal Year 2026: 

1. Fifty percent (50%) or more of the district’s total student enrollment is identified as 
American Indian or Alaska Native (AI/AN Maximum Identification); and/or 

2. The district received more than $40,000 under Title VI, Part A, Subpart 1. 

A complete list of affected school districts for the 2026–27 school year is available on the Office 
of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) Tribal Consultation website. 

Required Consultation Documentation 
Each affected school district must: 

• Complete the Affirmation of Consultation with Tribal Representatives form. 

• Obtain the required signatures on the form to confirm that consultation occurred. 

• Keep the completed form in district records. 

• Upload the form with the General Assurances in the Education Grant Management 
System (EGMS). 

Federal Title funds will not be released until one of the following occurs: 

• The Office of Native Education verifies the OSPI Tribal Consultation Assurance form; or 

• The district provides documentation showing attempts to consult with Tribal 
representatives, including evidence of scheduled future consultation meetings. 

Deadline 
The Affirmation of Consultation with Tribal Representatives form must be completed and 
uploaded with the General Assurances in EGMS no later than September 18. 

District and Tribal Relationship Training 
Senate Bill 5252 (2022) requires training to support district-Tribal relationships and strengthen 
Tribal consultation practices. 

The Strengthening Tribal Consultation Training is available and required for school district 
leaders who participate in ESSA Tribal Consultation. Training schedules are posted on the Tribal 
Consultation page of the Office of Native Education website. 

https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2025-10/2025_one_data_report_ai-an_max_id.pdf
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2026-08/2026_27-essa_affected_districts.pdf
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/native-education/tribal-consultation
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/native-education/tribal-consultation
https://waospi.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/ONE_Collaboration_Team/Shared%20Documents/%F0%9F%9B%B6%20Tribal%20Consultation/2026-27%20Documents/Affirmation%20of%20Consultation%20with%20Tribal%20Representatives.docx?d=wc2b0eb70759e4eb4bd6d8e76cb70122e&csf=1&web=1&e=ngUabX
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/native-education/tribal-consultation
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/native-education/tribal-consultation
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Required Training Documentation 
All current School Directors and Superintendents in affected districts must complete the 
Strengthening Tribal Consultation Training. 

Each affected school district must: 

• Keep proof of completion in district records. 

• Document completion using the ESSA Documentation of Completion form. 

• Upload the completed form with the General Assurances in EGMS. 

School Directors and Superintendents must renew the Strengthening Tribal Consultation 
Training every three (3) years. 

Deadline 
The ESSA Documentation of Completion form must be completed and uploaded in EGMS 
with the Affirmation of Consultation with Tribal Representatives form and the General 
Assurances no later than September 18. 

INFORMATION AND ASSISTANCE 
For questions regarding this bulletin, please contact Maxine Alex, Tribal Consultation Program 
Supervisor, at 564-200-2619 or email maxine.alex@k12.wa.us. The OSPI Telecommunication 
Relay Services number is 711 or 1-800-833-6384. 

This bulletin is also available on the Bulletins page of the OSPI website. 

Susan Lathrop 
Chief Education Officer 

Maxine Alex 
Tribal Consultation Program Supervisor  
Office of Native Education 

CR:ma 

OSPI provides equal access to all programs and services without discrimination based on sex, race, creed, religion, color, 
national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression, gender 
identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability. Questions and 
complaints of alleged discrimination should be directed to the Equity and Civil Rights Director at 360-725-
6162/Telecommunication Relay Services: 711 or 1-800-833-6384; or P.O. Box 47200, Olympia, WA 98504-7200; 
or equity@k12.wa.us. 

https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2026-08/essa-documentation-completion-stc-26-27.pdf
mailto:maxine.alex@k12.wa.us
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/altsa/odhh/telecommunication-relay-services#:%7E:text=Washington%20Telecommunication%20Relay%20Services%20%28WATRS%29%20is%20also%20known,deaf%2C%20deaf-blind%2C%20hard%20of%20hearing%20and%20speech%20disabled
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/altsa/odhh/telecommunication-relay-services#:%7E:text=Washington%20Telecommunication%20Relay%20Services%20%28WATRS%29%20is%20also%20known,deaf%2C%20deaf-blind%2C%20hard%20of%20hearing%20and%20speech%20disabled
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/about-ospi/bulletins
mailto:equity@k12.wa.us
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