
 

 

Protections for Immigrant Students in 
Washington Public Schools:  

What Families Need to Know 
 

Right to Safety 
 

Your Child Has the Right to Attend School 
• All children living in the U.S. can attend public school regardless of immigration status.1 
• Washington schools cannot deny enrollment based on immigration or citizenship 

status.2 
• Schools cannot treat families differently when verifying district residency. 

Schools Will Not Ask for Immigration Documents 
• Families are not required to provide immigration documents. 
• Social Security numbers are not required, and refusing to provide one cannot impact 

enrollment.3 
• Schools must offer alternative ways to verify a student’s age. 

Your Information Is Private 
• Schools do not share student information with immigration authorities unless required 

by a valid court order.4 
• Families are notified before information is shared in nearly all cases.5 

Schools Are Safe Spaces 
• Schools cannot participate in immigration enforcement against students, staff, or 

families.6 

 
1 Plyler v. Doe, 457 U.S. 202 (1982). 
2 RCW 49.60.010. 
3 Privacy Act of 1974, as amended 5 USC § 552a. 
4 RCW 28A.600.475. 
5 Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). 
6 See p.6-9 of the AGO’s guidance, Keep Washington Working Act: Guidance, Model Policies, and Best 
Practices for Public Schools and RCW 43.10.310. 
 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsupreme.justia.com%2Fcases%2Ffederal%2Fus%2F457%2F202%2F%23tab-opinion-1954579&data=05%7C02%7CKaty.Payne%40k12.wa.us%7C8ce688916a32464f061208dd098f9132%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C638677234463913641%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6Vdgyln0aBd%2FTqa923il0gIGG5PnSZFDn02PpTxtO8k%3D&reserved=0
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=49.60.010
https://www.justice.gov/opcl/privacy-act-1974
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.600.475
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.law.cornell.edu%2Fuscode%2Ftext%2F20%2F1232g&data=05%7C02%7CKaty.Payne%40k12.wa.us%7C8ce688916a32464f061208dd098f9132%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C638677234464054182%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=b0yqOlBVTJatkpIEGzDQgaM6V%2Fo1RhlLOWvGNvTPrcU%3D&reserved=0
https://agportal-s3bucket.s3.amazonaws.com/uploadedfiles/Home/Office_Initiatives/KWW/KWW%20Schools%20Model%20Guidance.pdf
https://agportal-s3bucket.s3.amazonaws.com/uploadedfiles/Home/Office_Initiatives/KWW/KWW%20Schools%20Model%20Guidance.pdf
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=43.10.310
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• If immigration officers come to a school, staff must request a judicial warrant and 
families will be notified. 

 

Right to Services 
 

Free School Meals Are Available 
• Immigration status does not affect eligibility for free or reduced-price meals.7 
• Many Washington schools now offer meals at no cost to all students. 

Health Services 
• Undocumented children qualify for Apple Health for Kids. 
• Schools can help families access clinics serving all students regardless of status. 
• Schools may host vaccination clinics that do not require insurance. 

Special Education Services 
• Students are eligible for special education regardless of immigration status. 
• Schools must communicate with families in their preferred language about special 

education testing and services.8 

Right to Supports 
 

Attendance & Safety Concerns 
• Absences due to immigration-related fear or safety concerns must be excused.9 
• Schools may use trusted staff to connect with families and offer support. 

Language Access 
• Schools must provide interpreters and translated materials at no cost.10 
• Requesting language support cannot be used to determine immigration status. 

College & Financial Aid 
• Undocumented students may apply for financial aid for college using the Washington 

Application for State Financial Aid (WASFA). 
 

7 See OSPI News Release: Complete the Child Nutrition Eligibility & Education Benefit Application to 
Ensure Student Access to School Meals. 
8 WAC 392-172A-05010; WAC 392-172A-05015. 
9 WAC 392-401-020(j). 
10 RCW 28A.183.040. 

https://www.hca.wa.gov/free-or-low-cost-health-care/i-need-medical-dental-or-vision-care/children
https://www.hca.wa.gov/free-or-low-cost-health-care/i-need-medical-dental-or-vision-care/children
https://wsac.wa.gov/wasfa
https://wsac.wa.gov/wasfa
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/about-ospi/news-center/news-releases/complete-child-nutrition-eligibility-education-benefit-application-ensure-student-access-school#:%7E:text=The%20form%20is%20simple%20to,circumstances%20are%20encouraged%20to%20apply.
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/about-ospi/news-center/news-releases/complete-child-nutrition-eligibility-education-benefit-application-ensure-student-access-school#:%7E:text=The%20form%20is%20simple%20to,circumstances%20are%20encouraged%20to%20apply.
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=392-172A-05010
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=392-172A-05015
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=392-401-020
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.183.040
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• A parent’s immigration status does not affect federal aid eligibility for the student.11 

 
11 See U.S. Department of Education, Federal Student Aid: Eligibility for Non-U.S. Citizens.  

https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/eligibility/requirements/non-us-citizens
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