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September: WA-AIM Resources
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September 3: Access Point Frameworks

Washington K-12 Learning 
Standard

Essential Element/Concept

Access Points 
(Intermediate, complex)

Access Point
More Complex

Access Point
Less Complex
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What is in the APFs?

Learning standards tested at 
each grade level. 
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What else is in the APFs?
The access points provide 
onramps to the essential or 
foundational skills and 
knowledge required for the 
learning standard.
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What do I use the APFs for? 
• Instructional

• Use the access points to outline 
instructional steps towards 
grade level standards

• Expand instruction to reach 
students at more skill levels. 

• IEPs
• Use the access points to help 

identify appropriate academic 
goals.

• Establishing Baselines 
• Use the access point 

frameworks to identify 
appropriate testing levels for 
each student
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Where can I find the Access Point 
Frameworks?
OSPI Home Page

State Testing (Yellow Ribbon)

Washington – Access to Instruction and Measurement (WA-
AIM) (Third option in the list)

Access Points Framework and Performance Tasks
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September 10: Performance Tasks

The Access Point 
Frameworks provide the 
structure for the 
assessment while the 
Performance Tasks details 
how the access points are 
assessed. 

Pe
rfo

rm
an

ce
 Ta

sk
s Are organized by grade level with all 

content areas in the one document.

Outline the specific requirements and 
restrictions for each access point tested 

on the WA-AIM

Provide a list of allowable 
adaptations/accommodations 

Include additional resources for 
standards that use more than one text 

for testing. 
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Performance Task Top 
to Bottom (grade 7)

At the top of each 
performance task for each 
standard is the K-12 
Standard and Essential 
Element followed by the table 
with the Access Points, 
Requirements, and 
Restrictions.
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Requirements and 
Restrictions
• Requirements show what must be in 

every item assessing the specific 
access point. 

• Restrictions speak to adaptation or 
other changes that would violate the 
construct of the test and is not 
allowed. 

• Restrictions and requirements should 
be considered on an individual Item 
level and for the overall Form that is 
used for testing.
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Adaptations and 
Accommodations
At the end of each Performance Task 
is the list of allowable adaptations 
and accommodations. 
• If it is on this list, it is allowed 

for this standard. 
• If it is not on this list, then 

consider whether it violates 
the restrictions on the 
performance task or the 
construct of the assessment 
before making the change.
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Additional 
Materials
For standards that require more 
than one text, the additional 
texts used for testing can be 
found in the Performance Task 
document. 
The additional texts will be linked 
under the standard it is 
associated with. 
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Passage-Based Titles and Item Numbers

The Performance Tasks also 
have a table that includes all 
the passages used at that 
grade level and the item 
number that uses the 
passage. 
This might be helpful if a TA 
chooses to create their own 
form for testing. 
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Where can I find the Performance Task 
Documents?
OSPI Home Page

State Testing (Yellow Ribbon)

Washington – Access to Instruction and Measurement (WA-
AIM) (Third option in the list)

Access Points Framework and Performance Tasks
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September 17: How to WA-AIM and 
Strategies for Success
How to WA-AIM
• A step-by-step overview of the entire WA-AIM process intended 

to provide district and school coordinators with a quick resource 
for reference

Strategies for Success
• A collection of strategies that districts have found helpful to 

make WA-AIM more manageable. 
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https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2025-08/how-wa-aim.pdf
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2025-08/how-wa-aim.pdf
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2025-08/how-wa-aim.pdf
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2025-08/strategies-successful-wa-aim-testing-season.pdf


How to WA-AIM
This document walks through the following steps:
• Pre-Testing

• Identify students to take WA-AIM
• Identify Access Points and Establish Baselines

• Testing
• Identify Items and Forms
• Assign Forms to Students
• Test Students
• Input Student Performance Data

• Resources
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Strategies for Success
This document has suggestions that help make all the WA-AIM 
tasks manageable
• Train everyone together
• Create a timeline
• Actively monitor progress
• Have regular check-ins between Assessment & Special Ed
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Where can I find the Strategies for Success 
and How to WA-AIM Documents?
OSPI Home Page

State Testing (Yellow Ribbon)

Washington – Access to Instruction and Measurement (WA-
AIM) (Third option in the list)

Look under “Resources” at the bottom of the page
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September 24: WA-AIM Test 
Administrator Manual (TAM)
Link: WA AIM Test and Administration Manual

Used to support test administrators as they go through the 
testing steps from participation guidelines to scoring and 
reporting. 
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https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2025-12/wa-aim-test-administration-manual.pdf


October: Identification
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October 1: Eligibility
Guidelines for Statewide Accountability Assessments (Page 8)
• Students with the most significant cognitive disabilities means those 

students who require intensive or extensive levels of direct 
support that is not of a temporary or transient nature. Students 
with significant cognitive disabilities also require specially designed 
instruction to acquire, maintain or generalize skills in multiple 
settings in order to successfully transfer skills to natural settings 
including the home, school, workplace, and community. In 
addition, these students score at least two (2) standard deviations 
below the mean on standardized, norm-referenced assessments 
for adaptive behavior and intellectual functioning.
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https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2024-12/guidelines_for_statewide_accountability_assessments.pdf


Non-Considerations
The following criteria may not be used for alternate assessment participation decisions: 
• poor attendance, excessive or extended absences 
• disability related to visual or auditory disabilities, emotional-behavioral disabilities, 

specific learning disabilities, or speech and language impairment 
• lack of access to quality instruction in core standards 
• social, cultural, linguistic, or economic differences for the WA-AIM
• below average reading or achievement levels 
• displays of behaviors or emotional distress during testing 
• expectations of poor performance, non-proficiency, or the pre-determined or anticipated 

impact of the student’s performance on the school/district on-grade level assessment 
scores 

• an administrative decision 
• the student’s disability category, educational placement, type of instruction, and/or 

amount of time receiving special education services.
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